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PouzsuanT to the direction of Chrift our _ 

« Gather up the fragments that nothing be loſt,“ it is 
in ee hg eee 
Lord's gracious and gentle dealings with me, David 
Hall, who have, above fifty years incluſive, kept a 
boarding-ſchool at Skipton, in Craven, Yorkſhire, 
apprehending it to be inconſiſtent with che ſaid Divine 
precept, that any thing bleſſed and broken by the hand 

of Jeſas, ſhould be trodden under foot in the duſt, 
though it might appear ever ſo diminutive in the eyes 
of ſome, 
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5 2 ME 
I was born at Skipton 


ad of the Tenth 
month, 1683. My father and mother, John and 
Elizabeth Hall, were ſignally owned and bleſſed by 
good Providence; they were both convinced of the 
Truch in their youth, and received the ſame in the 
love of it, having had their education in | the wy of 
the church of England, 

Soon after my father had joined himſelf in ſociety 
with the people called Quakers, he received a diſpen- 
{ation of the everlaſting goſpel of peace, even a living 
teſtimony to the truth, of which, as he often ſaid, he 
was thoroughly convinced in a filent meeting, 

In the times of perſecution they freely ſuffered the 
ſpoiling of their goods for Truth's ſake, whereby they 
were reduced to a low ebb, as to their outward circum- 
ſtances; but the Lord, who bleſſeth the proviſion of 
Zion and ſatisfieth her poor with bread, and ſupports 
his faithful ſervants in all their ſufferings, wonderfully. 
bleſſed the little baſket with the ſmall ſtore, and the 
poor endeavours of this pious couple ; of whom it may 
be ſaid; as in Ifaiah, lxiti. 8, 9. „So he was their 
« Saviour, In all their afflictions he was afflicted; and 
te the angel of his preſence ſaved them; in his love and 
« in his pity he redeemed them, and he bare them and 
« carried them.“ | 

But it is obſervable, and hath by many been taken 
notice of, that thoſe perſons who were the officious 
agents in ſpoiling theſe two religious Friends, ſeemed 
to be remarkably blaſted, as to their temporal affairs ; 

which 
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which obſervation hath alſo been made, concerning the 
rigid perſecutors of the Lord's innocent people in divers 


places. 


They had five children, the firſt and fifth whereof 
being ſons died in their infancy ; the ſecond and third 
were daughters, who in two days time both died of the 
ſmall-pox, and were buried in one grave on the 23d of 
the Seventh month, 1693, the one aged about eleven 


and the other about twelve years; at which time, I 


being in the tenth year of my age, their only ſurviving 
child, lay grievonſly afflited with the ſmall-pox alſo, 
inſomuch that my life was deſpaired of by moſt that 
ſaw me ; yet He, who can raiſe the dead to life, re- 


ſtored me (a poor miſerable creature, a moving object 


of the pity and commiſeration of alt that beheld me) 
through unaccountable difficulties, far beyond expec- 


tation, from the very brink of the grave; yea, by de- 


grees, to a pretty good ſtate of health and conſtitution 
of body, notwithſtanding ſome of the relics of that 


dreadful contagion have attended me to this day, and [ 


expect will to the end of my race, viz. ſomething of a 
nervous diſorder, not much unlike in its appearance to 
a palſy, which at firſt was ſo ſtrong that I could ſcarce, 
for a conſiderable time, either plainly ſpeak one word 
vr diſtinctly diſcern any object; neither could I ſtand 


| or walk alone, my aſpe& and appearance being near 
like that of an ideot, yet by little and little I recruited, 


and ſomewhat recovered my depraved ſenſes ; ſo that 
(after my piteous manner) I walked and rid about 
A 2 home 
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home for the ſpace of ſive years, or thereabouts, not 
likely ever to be capable to follow any buſineſs, where- 
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by 1 might get a livelihood. 

About the fifteenth year of my age I eſſayed to re- 
ſume and open my grammar, which I had abruptly 
cloſed and thrown by, when attacked by this ſore diſ- 
temper ; which, through the blefling of God upon my 
diligent application and almoſt inceſſant and indefati- 
gable ſtudies, I did with ſo good ſucceſs, under the 
inſtruction of my beloved maſter, George Croft (maſter 
of the free-ſchool at Skipton), that in five years time 
I attained ſo much of the knowledge of thoſe called 
learned languages, that I was judged by my ſaid maſter 


to be fit for Cambridge or Oxford; and with this good 


ſucceſs, and through the mercy of kind Providence, I 
was in a good meaſure mercifully preſerved in the 
aforeſaid ſchool, from running into the liberties which 
pupils at ſuch places are very liable to be drawn into ; 
yet I muſt, from real experience of a caſe of this 
kind, ſay (conſidering the many bad examples, undue 
liberties, difficulties and dangers which Friends children 
may expect to meet with, that are imprudently and 
unadviſedly put to ſuch ſchools), all Friends, who have 
their children's welfare at heart, ſhould be very careful 
not to expoſe them to thoſe dangers. 

I may give three reaſons for my being put to ſuch a 
ſchool : 1ſt, I had no probability of getting my bread 
if I ſhould not attain to a good ſhare of learning, being 


unfit for mechanick or ſervile labour: 2dly, we having 
ng 
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no Friend's ſchool near us, I was not in ſuch a ſtate of 
health or ſtrength as to be ſend abroad as a boarders 
and 3dly, in caſe I had been fit, my father's circum- 
ſtance in the world, I ſuppoſe, would not have beerr 
ſafficient to anſwer the expenſes of board and ſchool- 
ing; therefore I was excited to exert all my faculties 


(though ſmall in compariſon) to attain ſo much litera- 
ture, as might in ſome ſort counter vaitthe diſadvantages 
I laid under on the ſcore of my bodily weakneſs ; and 
by my unwearied ſedulity, under the bleſſing of Provi- 
dence, I outſtripped my fellows that were endowed 
with larger parts than We ſo was the maxim once 
more verifiad, ö 
Sedulity maſters — 
Gutta cavat lapidem, non vi ſed Jepe cadendo.. 


On the 8 of the Tenth month 1703, 4 opened a' 
ſchool of my own in my father's houſe, which, through 
the aſſiſtance and continued bleſſing of God upon my 
honeſt endeayours, I managed in ſome degree to good 
purpoſe, though through many exerciſes on various 
accounts, having. conitantly. in our houſe boarders, 
ſometimes above: forty in number, 

I met with no ſmall diſturbance from Roger Mitton, 
prieſt of Skipton, who-in vain endeavoured, for ſeveral 
years, to root out the Quaker's ſeminary. (as he ſtiled 
my ſchool) at Skipton: In vain ſaid I? Yea, verily, 
for he could never obtain his dłſired ends, neither by 


caſting me into priſon,, nor any other way extirpate 


Az my 
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my ſeminary, as he called it, though he rigidly proſe- 
cuted me both at the Quarter Seſſions and in the Spiritual 
Court, io called, at one and the ſame time, for teach - 

ing ſchool without licence. | 
But before I proceed to ſay any more on that head, 
let me relate to the reader, that God, who is no re- 
ſpector of perſons, but in his univerſal love ſhineth in 
the hearts of all men, in the day of viſitation, to give 
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jeſus Chriſt, like as the ſun in the outward 
firmament (that greater light to rule the day, that lively 
ſign of God's merciful extendings of univerſal and 
ſaving grace and favour to the children of men, 
diſplays its enlightening and comfortable beams into 
and upon the ſolitary cottages of the loweſt ſub- 
jets, as freely as into and upon the moſt ſtately 
palaces of the greateſt monarchs and potentates in 
the earth), graciouſly condeſcended to ſhine into my 
ſoul, who was a deſpicable creature in my young years, 
whereby I ſaw myſelf, my own frailties, errors and 
unworthineſs on the one hand, and the goodneſs and 
greatneſs of my merciful and gracious Creator on the 
other ; by which ſight and ſenſe I was brought to an 
humble and grateful acknowlegment of the Lord's 
wonderful condeſcenſion, in regarding the very low | 
eſtate of me his poor ſervant, who accounted myſelf as 
a worm and no man; ſo that divine impreſſions being 
frequently made upon me, both in meetings and in 
2 private 
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private retirements, I was prevailed on (ſomewhat like 
Jacob at Bethel) to enter into covenant with the Lord 
my God; which covenant the Lord fignally fulfilled 
unto me, and helped me, his humbled ſervant, i in ſome 
degree to perform my part thereof to my righteous 


Lord and benefactor; ſo that I was manifeſtly bleſfed 


in baſket and ſtore, according to that ancient and con- 
ditional promiſe made to Iſrael: And ye ſhall ſerve 
« the Lord your God, and he-ſhall-bleſs thy bread and 
« thy water.“ Exodus xxiii. 25. 

Moreover, as religion and a religious exerciſe of 
heart grew and increafed in me; and I therein, I felt 
drawings in -my mind to ſay ſomething in religious 
meetings by way of publick teſtimony ; to which con- 
cern, after divers reaſonings and conſultations, I at 
length gave up, on the zoth of the Ninth month 1911, 
in the meeting-houſe at Rillſton (Thomas Burton from 
Norwich having appointed a meeting there that day), 
which my firſt appearance was on this wiſe, with a 
loud voice, It is weightily upon me to ſay, Friends, 
* ſtand open! ſtand open! ſtand open! Oh! how few 
are concerned. for the afflitions of Joſeph! Look 
© not about you, but open your hearts to the Lord! 
© Make ready, and I believe the Lord will be near, 
to your comfort and his own praiſe, to whom be 
© praiſes now and for evermore. When you come to 
© the meeting, then is the time to work ; do not wait 
© (only) to know what you can hear from others, &c, 
or to hat import; which was to me ſuch an open 

A4 time, 
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time, and I was (in my own apprehenſion) in ſo- much 
authcrity, that I was ready to ſuppoſe I had got the 
worſt paſt: but oh! the heavy exerciſes which. ſoon 
after fell upon me, bowed me very low, and gave me 
ſuch a turn of thought, that I readily concluded all 
was not over, but quite the reverſe, that I was even 
juſt entering a large field of exerciſing engagements, 
finding the tation of a miniſter attended with many 
humbling, ripping probations. 

For on the 22d of the ſame Ninth month, a great 
weight ſeized me, to go through the town of Skipton, 
and call the inhabitants thereof to repentance, which 
concern and burthen grew heavier and heavier towards 
the middle part of that day, ſo that I could reſt in ne 
place; however, keeping it to myſelf, I. went. to 
meeting (it being our week-day meeting), where I 
was in great diſtreſs, having not. given vp to the 
concern. After meeting I returned home, and. re- 
mained under the ſame anxiety. of ſoul ; next. morning 


came, and the ſame concern fell again weightily 


upon me, growing. heavier and heavier as before, in- 
ſomuch that I went out of the ſchool. into a place apart, 
to crave the Lord's aſſiſtance in the diſcharge of my 
duty. The weight growing intolerable, I privately 


laid the matter before my father, who at the hearing 


thereof broke out into tears, and calling my mother 
into the parlour acquainted her therewith; whereupon 


ſhe fell upon her knees in humiliation before the Lord, 


to implore his aid; and at her riſing up ſhe encouraged 
me, 


me, n Be not caſt Fn We all three wept. 
After ſome little pauſe- I: gave up, and going to the 
ſtreet· door, and pulling off my hat, cried out on this 
wiſe : There is an exerciſe upon me to warn the 
inhabitants of Skipton, to repent of their fornications, 
* drunkenneſs, pride, covetouſneſa, . arrogancy, and all 
© their evil ways, for a diſmal. day. is: — over. 
England, for its ingratitude. | 
The 28th of:the aforeſaid. Ninth month, I gave up 
to another weighty concern that came upon me, to go” 
into the dancing ſchool in Skipton : entering the ſchool, 
I aſked the man, who ſeemed moſt. like to be the: 
maſter, if he was the maiter- of. that ſchool ? who 
replied). yes: I ſaid, I was come to warn him to. 
deſiſt from that his ungodly practice, &c. further 
adding, that. J believed he was ſecretly judged for: 
his ſaid practice: whereunto I could not remember that 
the man made any anſwer, but was very mild and ſaid, 
he believed what I faid was with a good intent. 
About the ſame time an additional exerciſe fell upon. 
me, concerning the ſuperſtition and extravagancies run 
into at the time called Chriſtmas ;' wherefore I could 
not. be eaſy but go to Keighley, .on the. great market - 
day there, immediately preceding the ſaid time, and. 
upon a..ſtep, of. the croſs of that town, openly declare. 
againſt the ſaid vain cuſtoms ;., having been already 
very zealouſly engaged to diſſuade Friends from ob- 
ſerving that time, in that extravagant and ſuperſtitious 
way, or promoting or upholding peoples vainly cuſtom - 
A 45 0 ary- 
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ary obſervation of the ſame, by providing and ſelling 
extraordinary quantities of ſuch things as ſupply them 
and gratify their licentious minds; accounting Chriſten- 
dom's cuſtoms of celebrating this time, like a piece of 
idolatry, ſuch an (almoſt) innumerable number of crea- 
tures being annually ſlain, and as it were ſacrificed to 
men's luſts, (or, at leaſt, to their inordinate feaſtings) 
often uſing the exhortation of the Apoſtle Put ye 
* on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and make not proviſion for 
* the fleſh, to fulfil the luſts thereof.“ 

In the thirty-third year of my age, at Todmorden 
on the edge of Lancaſhire, I married Mary Storrs, the 
youngeſt daughter of William Storrs formerly of Cheſ- 
terfield in Derbyſhire, who died of her firſt child. 

After that, having ſtruggled through many tempta- 
tions, tribulations and probations, in an anxious widow- 
hood of near nine years, in which time my aged and 
honourable father John Hall died, I took to my ſecond 
wife, Ann Foſter, the eldeſt daughter of Chriſtopher 
Foſter of Rileſton, by whom I had nine children. 

Within three weeks after my ſecond marriage, my 
honourable mother, Elizabeth Hall, departed this life ; 
having often ſaid in my widowhood, if I would get a 
good wife, ſhe thought ſhe ſhould not ſtay long in this 
life, intimating her apprehenſion, that her life was pro- 
longed, through the favour of kind Providence, for my 
ſake. | 2 | | 

All this while I grew in my gift, though my goings 
were as under the mountains ; for I met with divers 


trials on various accounts, of which this was not one 
| of 
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of the leaſt, viz, when I had forty-three pupils boarded 
in my houſe, the ſmall-pox raged amongſt them, fo that 
five out of twenty-ſeven, that had not had the diſeaſe 
before, died, being South country boys, far diſtant from 
their parents, which came very cloſe to my heart ; for, 
though I have had a boarding-ſchool thirty-two years, 
I never buried any beſides five, nor had any fo mack as 
a bone broke in all that time. 

Notwithſtanding my confining province, I diligently 
attended the Monthly and Quarterly meetings to which 
I belonged, and alſo viſited the meetings of Friends in 
Yorkſhire, Lancaſhire, Weſtmoreland, Cumberland, 
the Biſhoprick of Durham, Derbyſhire, twice Cheſhire, 
twice Northumberland, &c, And ſeveral times I was 
at London Yearly meeting, having commonly an uſher 
or deputy to leave with the boys at home. 

In a meeting at Rawden, at the burial of Joſiah 
Grimſhaw, I was ſpeaking of perfection, and the end 
of Chriſt's coming, viz. to put an end to fin, and to- 
finiſh tranſgreſſion, and to bring in everlaſting righteouſ- 
neſs ; and that he was -manifeſted to deſtroy the works 
of the devil; and that ſuch perſons as profeſs to war 
againſt fin, and at the ſame time do not believe they can 
ever overcome, are in a poor caſe, or to that effect. 
At which ſome rigid Preſbyterians, then preſent, were 
ſo galled, that ſome years after they challenged a diſ- 
pute with me at Bradford, which, to ſome degree of 
ſatisfaction, was had in the preſence of divers Friends. 
at Benjamin Bartlett's houſe in the ſail town, where 
A.6. x ene 
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one of the Preſbyterians alerted to this purpoſe—that 
God was able, but not willing to fave all men. 4 

On the 18th of the Firſt. month, 1724, a couple of 
Friends were married at Rillſton ; at the ſolemnization 
whereof I was, together with Thomas Anderſon 
and ſome others, accompanied the bridegroom and i 
bride to their habitation, where an evening-meeting Wi 
was held; at which a certain young man, who in ai 
vain mind came to the houſe ef the new-married 
couple, for that they call the wedding-hen, was con- 
vinced, and a while after came forth in public. ; 

Note alſo, that for the good of my pupils, that they 
might in their blooming years imbibe the ſound prin- 
ciples of the pure and undefiled religion, and receive 


early impreſſions thereof in their tender minds, I gene- 


rally kept little meetings in my houſe or ſchool (When 
at home) every third and ſeventh-day evening: in 
theſe I waited upon the Lord with the boys, and as 1 
found openneſs and freedom, fed my lambs, either by 
cauſing them to read the Holy Scriptures by turns, and 
making obſervations to them upon the ſame, or by or- 
dering them alternately to read other religious books, 
or giving ſometimes a ſmall lecture of my own mind 
and experience, to encourage the good and diſcourage 
the evil in them all; having, as I often ſaid, a greater 
regard to my ſcholars* advantage, than to gain their 
parents” money. I loved my good Maſter, and there- 
fore fed his lambs with pleaſure; yet not without 

exerciſe 
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exerciſe from ſome that would needs creep through, os 
break the hedge. 

Having now, through the gracious aflſtinceof divine 
Providence, and the inſtrumental help of my excellent 
yokefellow and conſort Anne; rubbed through various 
difficulties; in the fiſty - third year of my age; at the re- 
queſt of my ſaid dearly beloved wife, who, by reaſon 
of the great fatigue attending tie boarding · ſchool, 
together with frequent child- bearing, grew now much 
indiſpeſed as to her bodily health, I reſigned my ſaid 
ſchool- to George Routh, my uſher (who, about that 
t they time, married Elizabeth Birtwhiſtle) as: alto great part 
of my houſe and houſehold goods, reſerving 'a ſuitable 
apartment and utenſils for the neceſſary accommodation 
of- my own family and my friends; and this- we did 
with a view to live more retiredly and comfortably to- 
gether, and that I might · be more at liberty to wait on 
ſuch ſervice as I might think myſelf called to. But 


er by though man propoſeth, God difpoſeth : for, oh ! the 
„ and uncertainty of the very-beſt of theſe temporary enjoy- 


ments! Alas! how great is the viciſſitude of human 
affairs, and of all ſublunary things, how excellent ſo- 
ever in their time and place! Vanity of vanities, all is 
vanity below the fun! We had not lived much above 
two months together in this our long deſired private 
and retired way, before (alas ! alas!) it pleaſed Al- 
mighty God to take unto himſelf my fecond wife, who 
had been unto me a choice help-meet, the darling of 
my boſom, the ſupport of my declining years, and far 
the 
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the moſt excellent of all my temporal enjoyments, next 
to my own life. She left me with three ſmall children, 
John, Elizabeth, and Sarah : For a conſiderable time 
my mourning and grief ſtuck cloſe by me, having now 
ſorrowfully followed to the ſilent grave, two choice 
wives, a tender and pious father and mother, fix of my 
own children, and five of my ſcholars. But God, who 
is good unto Iſrael and eſpecially unto the upright, 
and commiſerateth the caſe of the tribulated, of whom 
it is teſtified in Sctipture, and witneſſed in the experi- 
ence of his approved ſervants, viz. © God ſetteth the 
« ſolitary in families ; he bringeth out thoſe which 
tc are bound with chains: but the rebellious dwell in a 
« dry land :” Pſalm Ixviii. 6.—mercifully lifted up my 
drooping head, ſo that in the Third month, 1736, I vi- 
ſited Friends in the Eaſt of Yorkſhire, Biſhoprick, and 
part of Northumberland, John Binns being my compa- 
nion. And in the fifty-fourth year of my age I was 
enabled to viſit moſt of Friends“ families in the 
Monthly meeting I belonged to, and alſo to viſit the 
meetings of my friends in Scotland and Ireland, 
Jeremy Whalley being my companion in Scotland, and 
Thomas Anderſon in Ireland : and ſome time after my. 
return from Ireland I viſited Friends as far as Briſtol, 
George Dawſon being my companion, where I was at 
three meetings, and thence proceeded as far as Puddi- 
more; then returned home about the 16th of the- 
Twelfth month, 1737, where I ſtaid a while. 
In the Firſt month, and beginning -of the Second 
| | month, 
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onth, 1738, I viſited ſome meetings in Yorkſhire and 
3iſhoprick, and was at the great and notable ſolemnity, 
dr circular Yearly-meeting, at Preſton in Lancaſhire. 
On the gth of the Third month, I ſet forward to viſtt 
he meetings of Friends on my road to London Yearly | 
meeting ; after which I went -from-thence, and viſited 
part of Surrey, Hampſhire, and the Iſle of Wight, part 
f Wiltſhire, Dorſetſhire, Somerſetſhire, Devonſhire, 
ind Cornwall (the three laſt pretty thoroughly) ; ſo 
eturned by Briſtol, Worceſter, Birmingham, Leek, 
Mancheſter, &c. and reached Skipton the 27th of the 
Eighth month, appt nn Gott n been "By 
companion. 5 
I was at Kendal 3 the 5th of the 
Eleventh month, 1738, and at the General Meeting at 
Preſton-Patrick; I alſo viſited Grayriggs rm 
and Settle meetings. 
In the Twelfth and Firſt month, 1738-9, 1 viſited 
part of the Dales of Yorkſhire, Kendal, and Crook 
General Meeting, Langdale, Hawkſhead, Height, 
Swarthmore, r mne and ER allo 
Sete. | 
In the Second ab 1739, I ſet out for Liverpool, 
thence: to Cheſter Yearly Meeting, thence to Stafford 
ſhire, and viſited all the meetings in that county; was 
at Nottingham great Annual Meeting, and at Breach 
General- Meeting ; thence by Coventry and Warwick 
to London, and viſited all the meetings in that city, 
Then I vifited the meetings in Eſſex, Suffolk, Norfolk, 
4 and 
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and. Lincolaſhire, and returned to Skipton -about the 
th. of. the Eighth month following, 
On the 5th of the. Third month, 1740, I took ts 
wife Deborah, the eldeſt daughter of Daniel Story, 
. widow of Thomas Atkinſon, of Aſhes in Weſtmoreland g 
we were. married at Preſton-Patrick . meeting-houſe in 
the ſaid county. | 

In the year 1741, having ſpent three or four years Rev. 
in viſiting, Friends, I reſumed my former employment fol 
of a ſchoolmaſter, .yet not. with :a-defign. to have ſo the 
numerous a .boarding-ſchool as I formerly had. Act pa 
cording to. which purpoſe. we proceeded, having ſome- With: 
times a dozen . boarders, ſametimes more, ſometimes co 
fewer, finding it ſomewhat difficult to limit ourſelves Nea 
to a ſet number, though deſirous nat to. be too much me 
incumbered. | if 

And although we met with ſome unpleaſant occur. 
rences, yet, with humble gratitude I may ſay, * ö 
« the Lord hath helped us.“ : 

About the latter end of the year:1746, I was attacked ſhe 
with a ſore diſorder, whereby I was brought very low, Wh 
as ſome thought near unto the ſilent grave; but was. in 
a ſhort time ſo far reſtored, as to be capable to attend 
my ſchool and our own-meeting, but pretty much ren, 
dered incapable of travelling abroad among my. friends 
yet, through the great mercy cf kind Providence, I 
have been enabled at times to pay ſome viſits to neigh- 
bouring meetings oh divers occaſions ; and - humbly 
hope I can in. ſome meaſure, now in the 71ſt, year of 

my 
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my age, Anno Domini 1753, with many of the poor in 
Iſrael, ſay, “ Godlineſs, with contentment, is great gain; 
having, I humbly truſt, ſome comfortable ſhare of that 
highly valuable legacy of peace, in my confinement at 
or near home, left by our gracious Lord and Maſter to 
his diſciples, in all, their tribulations they may meet 
with in this world : in going. through. all which, and 
ars even in the whole courſe of their pilgrimage, the true 
ent followers and ſoldiers of the Lamb of God will obtain 

(9 the victory, be taught and enabled by him, in Chriſtian 
ler patience to bear all indignities and affronts offered 
ics chem, and carefully to endeavour to give none; but, by 
es copying after, and faithfully warring under the glorious 
aptain, Chriſt our Lord and Maſter, they will learn 
more and more to reduce to conſtant practiee that beau: 
iful and really Chriſtian principle, Bear and forbear,. 
and forgive injuries.” Did but all proceed on this 
iſe, under the bleſſed government of our peaceable 
aviour and holy Head, then would peace and harmony 
de enjoyed and maintained throughout the whole body. 
ae Church of Chriſt, 


Arif 


and jovial in ſpirit, ſwimming as it were with wind and 
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A brief Recital of ſome of the gracious Dealings of the Lord 
with his Servant Johx HALL, late of Skipton in Craven, 
Yorkſhire, as received from his own mouth and manu- 

feript, by , HALL. 


] OHN HALL, ſon of John and Elizabeth Hall, o 
Ayrton in Craven, in the Weſt Part of Yorkſhire, was 
born in the year 1657 ; and as to religion, his parents, 
to the beſt of their underſtanding, carefully educates 
him in the national way of worſhip of thoſe commonly 
called Epiſcopalians, or the church of England, 

At the age of fourteen years, he was bound appren- 
tice for ſeven years to a taylor, which term he faithfull 
ſerved; and having ſpent ſome time, and gained farther 
experience in journey-work, he ſet up for himſelf; and 
through the bleſſing of God upon his endeavours, he 
got into a good trade, and was often employed in th 
families of men of great note and circumſtances,” and 
had in eſteem and repute amongſt them, being willing 
capable and ready, to gratify them in the modes, cuts, 
faſhions and ſuperfluities of the times; being himſe 
at that time a youth gay and modiſh in apparel, ſprightly 


tide towards the profits and pleaſures of this fading 
world, yet all along preſerved from the groſs enormities 
thereof. 
But when God (who by his Spirit in the beginning 
when things were confuſed and out of order, moved 
upon the waters, and commanded light to ſhine out o 
darkneſs) 
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kneſs) was pleaſed to ſhine into his heart, to give 


enn the knowledge of God in the face of his Son geſus 
nanu. iriſt, to the end that things which were out of order 


ght be brought right, that the new birth and crea- 
n in him might be begun, duly carried on, and 
proughly accompliſhed, that he might witneſs a coming 
to Chriſt, the true Sabbath of reſt, and, by being 
ade a new creature in him, might know a ceaſing 
pm bis own works, he was ſecretly diſquieted; and, 
t finding true ſatisfaftion of ſoul under the dry mini- 
y, either of the hireling prieſts he moſtly uſed to 
ar, or in the notions of high profeſſars of other.de- 
minations, he AS ATP ene, to _ 
er life and ſubſtance; =... eln ö 
Now it ſo happened that a Friend; one TIGER 
nſon, had a meeting near untoiche-place where my 
ner lived; he therefore, being minded to go to the 
zeting, went, and found them ſitting in ſilence, which 
med to him a ſtrange thing, and not knowing the 
vantage thereof, he retreated and walked into the 
Ids: a while after returning near the meeting - place, 
e friend Gervaſe was declaring,” he therefore ap- 
oached, and leaning his head to the door - poſt was 


ding reached, that tears trickled down his cheeks ; not- 
ütiesithſtanding which, being ſome time after at a ſilent 


eeting, he was uneaſy with it, but reſolved to go to 


ning meeting more, and if there were no words, he 
ovedought'to go no more. So he went, and ſtanding at 


te door Friends beckoned to him, that he might come 
5 in 


20 | MEMOIRS OF 


in and fit among them; he thereupon fat down wi 
them in ſilence, but preſently the power of the Lo 
ſeized upon him, and broke him down, ſo that he 
fully convinced of the bleſſed Truth in that file 
meeting, and. never turned his back thereon to 
dying-day. 


Now the light, the juſt man's path, © which ſhine 
« more and more to the perfet day, made'furthy 


diſcoveries unto him ; for whereas aforetime he h 


gratified the vain minds of men and women, in tt 


faſhions and ſuperfluities then in vogue; now he four 
à reſtriction laid upon him, and a conſcientious ſcrup 
in doing ſuch like things: howbeit, for ſome ſm 
time, through reaſonings, &c. and permitting 

ſervant or ſervants, who wrought with him, to ha 
ſome hand in the doing it, he did not at firſt thorough! 


.renounce all thoſe. fuperfluities and the profits 


might ſeem to accrue therefrom ; but the light ſhor 
brighter and brighter, and diſcovered things Ffurthe 
and further; and as he ſat in a meeting upon a ce 

day, he was remarkably affected in body, ſo that-h 
hands were drawn. together, the uſe. of his limbs tak 
from him, and. he fell down on the floor, where he lai 


for ſome time, to the admiration of. the ſpectators. 
After this, which he took to he a. diſpenſation of th 


righteous judgments af the Lord, for his being inſtru 
mental in ſetting on:of. lace on:womens apparel, at 


other ſuperfluities of the times, which frequently. e 


curred in his buſineſs, he was ſweetly favoured with a 
immediat 
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ediate ſucceſſion of a refreſhing miniſtration of 
ſolation, ſo that he could experimentally ſing of 
gment and of mercy; from that time forward he durſt 
er ſet-on any lace or other ſuperfluous ornaments, or 
tify the proud minds of men and women in the vain 
tions and changeable modes of the times, neither 
h his own hands nor the hands of his ſervants, what 
advantage ſoever it might ſeem to be unto him; 
bleſſed be the Lord, who is worthy to be loved, 
ed, obeyed, and truſted (who was with Jacob in the 
ſe of his uncle Laban, and proſpered what he put 
hand wnto, although his wages were changed ten 
zes), he was with his ſervant, and is with all who 
hfully follow the leadings and drawings of the light 
d Truth, even to the giving an hundred - fold in this 
rd, and in che world to come life everlaſting.” 
Soon after this he was ſent for by a great man, to 
to his houſe to make up ſome very fine clothes: 
en he and his man came to the place and ſaw the 
rk, behold it was very fine, and to be wrought with 
ny ſuperfluities which, for conſcience ſake, he durſt 
undertake. Upon his refuſal, he was told, that 
might let his man do them; but he ſaid, he durſt 
ther permit his man to do them, nor aſſiſt him. Then 
y told him they muſt employ ancther taylor; he was 
Iling to loſe all, rather than his peace with the Lord. 
freely turned his back of all that worldly intereſt, 
d Providence ſo favoured his conſcientious care, that 
got plain work enough, and his wages increaſed, 
and 
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and as he was faithful in a little, the Lord made greats 
things manifeſt unto him; for in the very familie 
wherein, in the time of his ignorance, he had been light 
airy and wanton,.he was now made-to reprove vanity 
and bear a living teſtimony to the everlaſting God, bot 
in word, doctrine, life and converſation ; for it pleaſe 
God through Chriſt, “ who aſcended on high, and le 
ce captivity captive,”” to diſpenſe to him a gift an 
talent in the free and living miniſtry of our Lord Jeſu 
Chrift, which, through his bleſſing, he improved 
God's honour, and the comfort of ſouls, he being rath 
a waterer, and a ſon of conſolation, than a ſon © 
thunder; his gift was in the ſimplicity of the goſpe 
tendering, quickening, and refreſhing; 

In his early days, ſoon after his convincement, 
weighty concern came upon his mind, to go to the ſteeple 
houſe, and ſtand before the prieſt, while he was ſpeak 
ing in the pulpit, under whoſe miniftry aforetime he 
kad often ſat; to which concern he gave up, and 
going into the ſteeple-houſe, ſtood by the prieſt, and 
with a ſteady. countenance filently. fixed his eyes upon 
him, wherewith the prieſt was ſo confounded, that he 
called out to the wardens to come and take him away 
but they knowing him to be à ſober neighbour, anc 
feeing him ſtand ſtill and filent, were not haſty 
execute the prieſt's command; whereupon the prieſt 
being wholly at a ſtop and non- plus, beginning to cloſe 
his book, cries out, If you will not come and take 

0 « him 
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eat him away, I will take him away myſelf.? Then the 
mile: rdens, or ſome of the people, put him out of doors. 
liga The prieſt fell to his work again, and my father 
anitſ me in again at a back- door, and found it his place 
1, botlently to face the prieſt as before, at which the prieſt, 
leaſe deing now a ſecond time confounded, they- put- him 
nd le gain out of doors: after a little while the congregation 
ft anWvere diſmiſſed; and he cleared himſelf among the * 
n the grave- yard. 

On a certain day he was working at the houſe'of a 
igh profeſſor ; they ſat down to meat together. The 
prieſt having ſaid! what he called his grace, ſeeing 
my father fitting! retired; ſaid, Come, John, come 
eat; to which he replied; When I have done the 
will of the Lord, and anſwered” his requirings; then 
I ſhall eat with thee.” Having ſpoken” this, he was 
drawn forth to prayer and thankſgiving unto the Lord: 
the prieſt put off his hat, and was very calm and quiet, 
many of the family being preſent in the room, ſome of 
vhom ſeemed to be pretty much tendered and reached 


he being cheerful and eaſy ſaid to che prieſt, © Come, 
now I can eat with thee.” Many other (exerciſes he 
had in great mens houſes, through which the Lord was 
pleaſed to lead him gently and ſafely, which, for 
brevity's ſake, are here omitted : and although he came 
forth as it were in a winter ſeaſon, when the Penal 
Laws were on foot, he was not diſcouraged, but 
willingly ſuffered the ſpoiling of his goods for Truth's 
ſake. 


Iu 


by the Truth; after which concern of prayer was over, 
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ſake, When he was very low in the world, the in. 
formers took from him a mare, on which he uſed t 
ride to meetings. 

After ſome time he removed to Skipton, where he 
bore a living teſtimony to the Truth, both in doctrin 
and converſation. | 

In the year 1682 he was taken with a capias warrant, 
ſor bearing his teſtimony at a meeting, and kept priſo- 
ner until Knareſborough ſeſſions, and being fined was 
releaſed. Then was taken from him almoſt all the 
ſubſtance that he had in the world, inſomuch that he, 
his wife, ſmall children and ſervants, were forced to 
borrow. bedding to lie upon the chamber floor, neither 
had they left them ſo much as neceſſary veſſels to eat 
their meat in; but by keeping near to the Lord, he 
was proſpered and bleſſed in his undertaking, and, 
through the favour of Providence, he recruited in the 
world, and lived reputably among his neighbours : but 
the officers, who at that time ſeemed in good circum- 
ſtances, and were ſo rigorous in the execution of the 
ſaid law upon him, thenceforward went to decay, and 
their families ; inſomuch that one of them made an open 
and plain confeſſion to my mother, and aſked her, if 
ſhe had curſed him for taking her huſband's goods ? 
© No,” replied ſhe, « Well,” ſays he, but I am curſed, 
« for I never throve ſince I took your goods, nor ever 
* muſt.” 

In the year 1683 he was taken with a capias warrant, 
and kept priſoner till the quarter ſeſſions at Skipton, 
and then releaſed. 


Again, 
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Again, he and his wife were taken twice the ſame 
ear with capias warrants; once he went to Knareſ- 
rough ſeſſions, and another time to Wetherby, and 
as not called for again. ; 

In the year 1684 he was taken with a warrant for his 
aid teſtimony, and kept priſoner one day, and was 
leaſed: ſo the Lord made way for him, who makes 
ay for all who faithfully follow him, be their dith- 
ulties what they may. 

He kept an inn at Skipton for the ſpace of thirteen 
ears, and kept his authority nobly in the Truth 
hile in that place, not allowing drunkenneſs, finging, 
ancing, muſic, or exceſs in his houſe ; but bearing his 
ſtimony faithfully againſt intemperance, ruled well 
is own houſe, and kept it for neceſſary accommodation. 

He was alſo ſeveral other times taken with capias 
arrants, and carried to the ſeſſions, but always re- 
aſed after a ſhort time, He was all along faithful in his 
ſtimony againſt paying tithes, ſteeple- houſe rates, &c. 
eing zealous according to his meaſure, for the main- 
aining and keeping up the hedge of diſcipline in the 
hurch, ſtrict and conſcientious in the nurture and 


r, if ucation of his children, not ſuffering them to aſſociate 
ods ? mſelves with others in their vain games or paſtimes; 
rſed, Ind. when it pleaſed God, who, for his great name's - 


ake and the redemption of his people, ſmote the Red 
2a, and made a way for his people to paſs ſafely 
hrough ; I ſay, when it pleaſed God to change the 
carts of the government, ſo that there was a great 
B cim, 
gain, 
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calm, and a Chriſtian toleration and liberty of conſei ; 
ence eſtabliſhed, and a ſummer ſeaſon and, as it wen 
a ſabbath of reſt were enjoyed in our land; as the Lo 
had preſerved him from taking a flight in the winte 
ſeaſon, ſo alſo now he preſerved him in this ſabbath 
day; and as a pure and immortal ſpring of divine lo 
and virtue, which the Lord had opened in his hear 
was not frozen with the chilneſs of the winter time 
ſo neither was it dried up with the drought that at 
tended ſummer, but, as a gaod ſpring, ſtrong and deep 
kept running in a ſweet current: he often lamente 
the ſtate of thoſe, that were backward and cool in the; 
love to the unchangeable Truth and in attendin 
meetings, now in this time of outward eaſe and liberty 
when he confidered, how much and how willing! 
Friends ſuffered formerly, in maintaining their nece 
ſary and Chriſtian teſtimony, in keeping to Firſt-day an 
Week-day meetings, and other meetings for Truth 
ſervice ; often rehearſing his former ſufferings wil 
great joy, and often declaring, that in well-doing the 
is great peace; and frequently, towards the latter er 
of his time, in publick teſtified that the Truth wi 
as precious as ever. 

He was a diligent attender both of Quarterly 
Monthly, and Preparative, Firſt-day and week-da 
meetings, ard ſometimes of the Yearly Meeting: 
London. His travels were not very much abroac 
Fave in this county, and ſome other Southern parts « 
England, The Lord his God made him bold in tt 

Truti 
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-onſc- oth, yet meek, He was an innocent man, a ſincere 

WcrFricnd, a loving huſband, a kindly affectionate father, 

* good and peaceable neighbour, and a grateful re- 

** eiver of God's mercies, whether ſpiritual or temporal. 
t 


n a word, he was of that pure religion before God 
je Father, even to viſit the fatherleſs and widows in 
heir affliction, and to keep from the ſpots of the world. 
When he drew nigh to the end of his courſe, he 
often ſaid, he had nothing to do but to die, and that 
de was at peace with the Lord, and all men. In the 
nentecry even tide of his time, he flouriſhed in the Truth. 


n thei 1c took his laſt leave of Friends in ſeveral places of 
2ndinWh is county, in much freſhneſs, love, and living zeal. 
bert zy dwelling in the houſe of the Lord, he brought 
lling\Wrth fruit in his old age, openly declaring often, that 


nece/l;- heart and houſe were as open to Friends as ever ; 
ith ſeveral other ſweet expreſſions, often remembered 
y ſome, which are here omitted. His lamp was 
rimmed, and by the oil of the kingdom was maintained 
ning and burning. 

er en On the 11th of the Ninth month, 1719, having been 
bout a week ſomewhat infirm in body, he expired like 
lamb, and laid down his head in peace with God 
nd all men, aged 82 years; and his body was de- 
ently interred in Friends burying ground in Skipton, 
hen ſeveral living teſtimonies were borne to the honour 
bro God, and the mutual comfort of his people there 
reſent, 

| D. HALL. 

B 2 A General 
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A Geral Epiſtle to Friends, to be read in their reſpeAin ; 
Quarterly and Monthly Meetings. 


Dear Friends, 


I DO not ſee that I can return ahve and eaſy te 
my habitation, except I leave this farewel Epiſle 
behind me, whereby I tenderly ſalute you in mucl 
brotherly kindneſs and charity, and do humbly recom- 
mend the following advices to the ſerious conſideration 
of the fathers, the young men, and the children, being 
the three degrees, claſſes or ranks in the church, tc 
which the beloved apoſtle John diſtinctly wrote; ſaying 
« 1 write unto you fathers, becauſe you have know! 
% him that is from the beginning, I write unto you 
« young men, becauſe ye have overcome the wicke' 
« one, I write unto you, little children, becauſe yr 
« have known the Father.“ * 1 

Firſt, you therefore, fathers, mothers, elders, ani 
miniſters in the church, I earneſtly intreat to com- 
up faithfully in your reſpective ſtations and fer 
vices in your day and generation, carefully watch 
ing and praying, that nothing here below may unk 
you for, or divert you from, the right performance 
your duties to God and his people ; but that ye may 
in the pure liberty of the\ Spirit of Trath, with 
zeal guarded by Divine Wiſdom, © Feed the flock 0 
«« God which is among you, taking the overſight there 
e« of, not by conſtraint but willingly ; not for filth 
« lucre, but of a ready mind ; neither as being lor 


. « ove 
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W over God's heritage, but being enſamples to the 
flock ; and when the Chief Shepherd ſhall appear, 
ye ſhall receive a crown of glory, that fadeth not 
away.“ 1 Pet. ii. 24. 

Oh! conſider how many wrong things are crept and 
eeping in among the profeſſors of the bleſſed Truth, 
pride, covetouſneſs, conformity to and copying after 
bis vain world, company keeping, and other hurtful 
jings, which it is your indiſpenſible duty impartially 
d ſtand againſt, and endeavour as much as poſlible to 
zdreſs, both hy precept and precedent: and you pa- 
nts of children I fervently exhort, to take a particu- 
r care to bring up your tender offspring in the nur- 
Ire and admonition of the Lord, and to be in a Chriſ- 
an care and concern for the preſervation and ſalvation 
F your ſervants alſo, even as ye could deſire others 
tight do to your children, if they were their ſervants ; 
dr, with the Lord, the ſoul of the ſervant is as the ſoul 
the maſter or miſtreſs. 

And, oh! Friends, be nobly and warmly concerned 
ot the maintaining and keeping up of the honourable 
nd neceſſary church diſcipline and good order, upon 
e right.and true foundation thereof, having the truth 
t heart, and your eye ſolely to the glory 'of Gud and 
rood of the Society; having no reſpe& of perſons 
or the ſake of friendſhip, favour, intereſt, or kinſhip, 
r any other views whatſoever ; for the ſhepherds and 
principal men in the flock, the pillars in the church, 
ho are as ſtakes in the hedge, mult be well grounded, 
B 3 founded 
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founded and rooted upon the rock, and in the root of i 
life eſtabliſhed in the faith and practical part of pure 
religion; ſo that as ye fit at the helm of church go- 
vernment and diſcipline, ye may really be under the 
government and diſcipline of the bleſſed croſs of Chriſt ; 


| 
ſo ſpeak and ſo act as men having authority, and not as 
| 
| 
| 
| 
{ 


the ſcribes. Thus will ye be directed and helped, im- 
partially and in a Chriſtian meek ſpirit, to place due 
judgment upon the head of the tranſgreſſor, and to be a 
terror to evil doers, and a praiſe and encouragement tq 
thoſe who do well: thus truly concerned at your hearts, 
you will find it your incumbent duty, your great ſatis- 
faction and the church's intereſt, after a fatherly man- 
ner to labour with the young and riſing generation, 
and to train up and uſher in, example and encourage, 
the orderly and religious amongſt them, to attend 
Monthly and Quarterly meetings; there not only to 
ſee and underſtand, but alſo, in the wiſdom of Truth, to 
put their hands and hearts to the management of the 
affairs of the church, that when it ſhall pleaſe the Lord 
to call the elders off the ſtage they may depart in peace, 
leaving the care of God's huſbandry and building in 
the hands of hopeful, well qualified and well inſtructed 
ſucceſſors, who will, by the direction of the good Huſ- 
bandmen and Maſter- builder, labour to fence, plant, 

water, weed, and build up, in the moſt holy faith, 
And, oh! dear Friends, pray uſe your beſt endea- 
yours to ſuppreſs the growth of pride and the vain 
faſhions of the world, in your reſpective families and 
meetings, 
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dot of tings, in habit, ſpeech and deportment; as alſo; 


pure Wit vile practice of back-biting and tale · bearing, pur- 
h go- Nat to the following Scriptures, viz. Take us the 
r the WFoxes, the little foxes that ſpoil the vines, for our 
hriſt; ines have tender grapes.“ Cant. ii. 15. Thou 


not as 
, im- 
e due 
be a 
2nt to 
earts, 
ſatis- 
man- 
ation, 


ſhalt not go up and down as a tale - bearer among thy 
people.“ Lev. xix. 16. © Thou ſhalt not raiſe a 
falſe report, Exod. xxiii. 1. (or, as in the mar- 
n, receive a falſe report.) © Wherefore laying aſide 
all malice, and all guile, and hypocriſies, and envies, 
and all evil-ſpeakings, as new-born babes deſire the 
ſincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby.“ 
Pet. ii. 1, 2. Likewiſe, you young men and women, 
cordially exhort you ſeriouſly to ponder in your hearts 


rage, Wieſe three things, viz. The end of your creation; 
trend pur own indiſpenſable duty; and your moſt certain 
ly to tereſt annexed to the right performance of your ſaid 
th, to ity, both touching this life and the future; and alſo, 


Ff the 


Lord he firſt, ye were created to glorify God, which ye can- 
deace, Wot do, but by bringing forth the fruits of the ſpirit, © 
1g in Herein,” ſays Chriſt, “is my Father glorified, that 
uted Wi ye bear much fruit, ſo ſhall ye be my diſciples,” 


ohn xv. 8. Now this fruit ye cannot bring forth, 
xcept ye take up a daily croſs to the fleſh, which is 
e oppoſite root to the ſpirit, and the fruits of it. 
herefore, dear young people, bear the croſs that ye 
ay wear the crown, and rightly apply to the Lord 
or the help of his all-ſufficient grace, that ſo, ſecondly, 


B 4 you 


e preſent circumſtances of the church. Now as to 
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you may anſwer your duty called for by the Father and } 
the Son, viz. “ I will yet for this be inquired of by the 
% houſe of Iſrael.” Ezek. xxxvi. 37, Seek ye firſt the 
« kingdom of God and his righteouſneſs, and all theſe 
„things ſhall be added unto: you,” Mat. vi. 33. 
Which godly exerciſe is advantageous to all who are 
found in it, both as to this and the other world, as 1s 
evidently manifeſt in the Apoftle Paul's fatherly admo- 
nition to his ſon Timothy, « But refuſe,” ſays he, 
«« prophane and old wives fables, and exerciſe thyſelf 
« rather unto godlineſs ; for bodily exerciſe profiteth 
« little ; but godlineſs is profitable unto all- things, 
i having promiſe of the life that now is, and of that 4 
« which is to come.“ 1 Tim. iv. 7, 8. | 

So, dear Friends, as ye come under theſe due con- 
ſiderations, ye cannot but with regret obſerve the 
ſtate and dwindling condition of the church in divers 
parts; how the places of many of our faithful elders 
and miniſters up and down are empty, and few ſeem 
rightly concerned to come under ſuitable qualifications 
to ſucceed them, and come up in their ſtations 3 which 
when we note, together with the looſe courſes and 
undue liberties of many who profeſs the 'Truth, who 
can but cry out with the afflicted prophet Jeremiah— 
«« For the hurt of the daughter of my people am ! 
« hurt, I am black; aſtoniſhment hath taken hold on 
« me, Is there no balm in Gilead? no phyſician 
« there? Why then is not the health of the daughter 
« of my people recovered?” Jer. viii. 21, 22. And 
again, „Oh! that my head were waters, and mine eyes a 
« fountaia 
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fountain of tears, that I might weep Fu and night 
for the ſlain of the daughter of my people.“ Jer, 
1. And, oh! mind the conſequences of ſwerving 
way from the Truth into Libertiniſm, in chap. ix. 13, 

4. 15.— And the Lord faith, becauſe they have for- 


0 4 ſaken my law which J ſet before them, and have not 
as is obeyed my voice, neither walked therein, but have 
.dmo- walked after the imagination of their own hearts :— 
8s he, Therefore, thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, the God of 
hy ſel” 1frae!, behold I will feed them, even this people, with 
»teth WE wormwood, and give them water of gall to drink.“ 


Dh ! may we not ſometimes, and in ſome places, take 
p a lamentation much like unto this, in a degree— 
The ways of Zion do mourn, becauſe none come to 
the ſolemn feaſts; all her gates are deſolate, her 
« prieſts ſigh, her virgins are afflicted, and ſhe is in 
* bitterneſs.” Lam. i. 4. Therefofe come away, oh! 
re youths of this generation, I beſeech you come away 
rom the ends of the earth, and from all earthly ends 
yhich would obſtruct. Conſider theſe things, and let 
he glory of God, the ſalvation of your ſouls, and the 
ervice of the church in this your day, move you to 
riſe from every bed of eaſe and falſe reſt, and make 
imely and ſuitable application for a double portion of 
hat good ſpirit which dwelt in our faithful elders, who 
vere in their day valiant for the Truth upon the earth; 
hat under theſe qualifications ye may duly fill their va- 
ant places, and brightly ſucceed them, as Eliſha did 
Elijah.—Pleaſe to remember King David's dying ad- 
| B 5 vice 
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vice to his fon Solomon, viz. * And thou Solomon my : 
& ſon, know thou the God of thy father, and ſerve him 4 
* with a perfect heart and with a willing mind; for 
« the Lord ſearcheth all hearts, and underſtandeth alli 
te the imaginations of the thoughts: If thou ſeek him, 4 
46 he will be found of thee, but if thou forſake hin 20 
« he will caſt thee off for ever.“ 1 Chron. xxviii. 9. 

Although the viſitation and loving-kindneſs of ou 4 
merciful God be graciouſly extended to you, in orde 1 
to make you truly happy and ſerviceable here, and to 
fit you for glory hereafter ; yet it is very plain, that the i 
God of this world, the Prince of the power of the air, 5 
is exceeding buſy about you in theſe your flouriſhing 0 
days, in order to blind that eye which the Lord hath * 
mercifully opened in you, and in cunningly laying di- 1 
vers ſnares for your feet: I beſeech you therefore by 
the mercies of God, avoid unſuitable company, whict 2 
has often proved of pernicious conſequences to many, 
- both of the elder and younger rank, by drawing thet = 
into intemperance and exceſs of divers kinds; the = 
ſource and cauſe of many hurtful and pernicious effects, * 
both reſpecting ſoul, body, eſtate and reputation, as i 
too apparent by thoſe who follow it ; it makes all pro- Y 
feſſion of religion null and void to them, and gradually 
darkeneth the underſtanding, vitiates the mind, andi 
alienates it from God; and ſo deprives the creature of 
the moſt comfortable enjoyment of his preſence in this 
world (the higheſt attainment we are capable of arriving 
at here below) and alſo macerates the body, and fills i 
with 


' DAVID HALL. „ 


th many grievous pains and infirmities; and tos 
ten renders ſuch unable-to pay their juſt debts, and 
duces them to want, and many innocent wives and 


non my 
ve hin 
d; for 


eth all hildren to the utmoſt diſtreſs of circumſtance, ſcarce 
k him, be retrieved in an age with the greateſt diligence. 


ce hin 4 


eſides, intemperance, with its conſequents, exceed- 


ii. 9. aly degrade men and women, who have been of 
of ou 3 edit and reputation, and reduce them to a level with 


order 
and to 
hat the 


ie meaneſt part of mankind, and bring a very great 
d heavy reproach upon the religious profeſſion they 
jake; and which is worſe, without repentance, renders 
he air {heir ſouls unworthy of an admittance into the kingdom 
riſhing F f God hereafter. Oh! conſider in time theſe dread - 
d hath! conſequences, and how much unlike our Chriſtian 
ing di- nd high profeſſion theſe evils are, and how contrary to 
dre by fat excellent precept of Chriſt, viz.—** Whatſoever ye 
which would that men ſhould do unto you, do ye even ſo 
many to them.“ Mat. vii. 12. and alſo to the Apoſtle's 
> thet ; exhortation, viz,—* Whether therefore ye eat or 
; the drink, or whatſoever ye do, do all to the glory of 
effects, God . Give none offence, neither to the Jews or to 
| as i the Gentiles, nor to the Church of God,” 1 Cor. 
ll Prof 31, 32. 

dual Alſo, there 1s another ſnare, which ſeems very pre- 
1, ai Palent in theſe our ſorrowful times, eſpecially of late, 


mod » iz, the contracting of marriages with perſons of differ- 


in this nt perſuaſion in point of religion, whereby many have: 
riving laid a foundation for laſting repentance ; Divine Provi- 
fills dence fignally manifeſting his diſpleaſure againſt ſuch: 

with 36. unhappy. 
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unhappy and diſagreeable matches; for they, in their 
very nature and tendency, bring trouble into ſociety ;M 
ſorrow upon good parents; anguiſh upon the party im. : 
mediately concerned; much confuſion, manifold per- 
plexities and inconveniencies into families ; and laſtly, 


an almoſt irreparable loſs to their offspring, in relation 


to their religious education. Therefore, dearly beloved, k 


duly obſerve our dear Lord's excellent precept—|if 
« Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation.” 
Mat. xxvi 41. and that of the wiſe man—< If ſinners 
« entice thee, conſent thou not; Prov. i. 10. for, 


as ſaith the Apoſtle, «© Evil communications corrupt | ] 


« good manners.” 1 Cor. xv. 33. Moreover, ye 


fathers, be good way-marks to the young people ; and 
ye, beloved young people, be good patterns to the 
children ; and ye, tender children, who have in ſome 4 
degree happily known the Father, be ye good examples 4 
in word and action to thoſe dear little babes and lainbs Wi 


in the flock, who as yet have known little or nothing WW 


of the touches of the love of the Father in their hearts 
that ſo each ſuperior and more experienced rank may 
ſay to the inferior, Follow ye us as we follow Chriſt, 
Now, my well beloved Friends, both fathers, young 
men and children, I muſt ſay unto you, that there are 


three ſorts of profeſſors of Truth, viz. Libertines, who Wi 


dare drink to exceſs and gratify their carnal appetites, i 
in conformity to the ſpirit of this world and the vani- | 
ties thereof : Secondly, ſome like the Laodiceans, who 
ſhunning open prophaneneſs and vice, are pretty tem- 

perate, 
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n their , rate, and juſt in their dealings, commerce and con- 
ciety ; WE re amongſt men, who ſeem too much to center con- 
ty im. nted there, in a cool or lukewarm frame of mind, and 
d per- me not up in true love to God and zeal for his 


vine worſhip, which occaſions a deficiency, or neg- 


laſtly, : 
elation , ſometimes in attending meetings for worſhip, 


loved, d at other times in not attending at the time ap- 
:ept—Mi pinted ; and which is worſe, in ſitting there in a dull, 
tion,” | owſy, and ſleepy diſpoſi:ion of mind and body, to the 


reat ſhame and ſcandal of our profeſſion and ſociety ; 
being abſolutely repugnant to the ſpirituality of that 
orruptoſpel worſhip we pretend to: whence proceeds alſo a 
er, ye N arfiſnneſs and ſhortneſs in keeping up the ſeveral 
- and anches of our Chriſtian teſtimony, which Truth hath 
ver led the faithful profeſſors thereof to maintain 


innere 
, for, ; 


o the 

ſomearticularly that very material and important one 
mples paint paying or receiving tithe, Further, may we 
lainbs 7 conſider, that the fame grace and truth which 


thing Wacheth to live ſoberly and righteouſly, and which 
arts; ringeth thus far, alſo inſtructeth, advanceth and 
may arrieth on the Chriſtian ſcholar and proficient, truly 
in. Wrefling after perfection, to live godly, 1. e. religiouſly, 
oung nd in conformity of will and deſire, to the will of 
e are Pod; ſhort of which whoſo reſteth, be he ever fo re- 
who Wular in his viſible conduct among men, or ever ſo 
* endual in mem and tuum, he inevitably falls ſhort of 
i anſwering the requirings of the Almighty ; for 
Vanl- a: l 
e that commands to do juſtly and to love mercy, alſo 
Fommands to walk humbly with God, and they, who 
dy the teaching of the grace of God thus do, and per- 


ſevere 


tem- 
rate, 
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ſevere in ſobriety, righteouſneſs, and godlineſs, are d 
the third and beſt fort of profeſſors, and are alone tru 
Friends and thorough-paced Chriſtians, agreeable u | 
the words of Chriſt, «« Ye are my friends if ye de % 
« whatſoever I command you.“ John xv, 30. Such dare * 
not content themſelves in doing juſtly and loving merc ; 
only, but are fervently engaged in ſoul to proceed in the Ty 
ſacred gradation, and run the race quite through to the ba 
end, that is, alſo to walk humbly with God; which , 
will alone effectually prevent the many evils and enor i 
mities herein adviſed againſt, and alſo timely preven 
that ſcandalous and deteſtable evil of inſolvency already 
hinted at, which hath too often brought reproach o 
our Society, to the ſorrow of the hearts of the faithful 
Finally, dear Friends, in the words of Chriſt to hit 8 
church, I once more intreat you; “ Riſe up and com ; 
« away, for lo the winter is paſt, the rain is over and ; 
« cone; the flowers appear on the earth, the time offi 
« ſinging of birds is come, and the voice of the turtle 1 
« is heard in our land; the fig- tree putteth forth hei 
« green ſigs, and the vines with the tender grape 0 
« give a good ſmell: ariſe, and come away.” That 2 
as the Pſalmiſt has it, Our ſons may be as plants 7 
ec grown up in their youth; that our daughters may be F 
« as corner-ſtones, poliſhed after the ſimilitude of ail 
palace.“ That this may be the happy effect of your XN 
obedience, 1s the prayer of your ſincere brother in the i 
Truth, _ 

DAVID HALL. 


From Sutton Benjar in Wiltſhire, 
the 12th of the E:ghth mo. 1738, 


Ti 


1 > Friends at the Quarterly Meeting in York, the 25th 
and 26th days of the Fourth month, 1746 ; being a 
caution againſt drowſineſs in Meetings of Worſhip. 


Dear Friends, 


BE NDER a ſorrouful ſenſe of the growth and ſpread- 
"484 g of ſome diſagreeable things in the church, in this 
Wne of liberty and reſt from perſecution which we 
ve long enjoyed, I cannot well any longer forbear, 
t hereby lay before you one of thoſe grievous diſorders, 
mbly craving your renewed endeavours, that the 
alread me (if poſſible) may be remedied. 
ach ot I The afflicting particular now before me is one of 
aithfu oe creeping weeds, riſing in the ſummer- time of 
to hig e, which, although not ranked amongſt immoralities, 
com Wet, nevertheleſs, is very ignominious and noxious to 
'er and. ſociety, viz, Dullneſs and ſleeping in our religious 
ime off.cetings; which reproach would be removed from 
turtle Wrong us, if all the profeſſors of Truth did obſerve 
th hend practice the faithful advice of the apoſtle to the 
grape rimitive believers, “ I beſeech you, therefore, by the 
That mercies of God, that ye preſent your bodies a living 
plant ſacrifice, holy and acceptable unto God, which is 
nay bes your reaſonable ſervice; and be not conformed to 
> of a WF this world, but be ye transformed, by the renewing 
f your of your mind, that you may prove what is that good 
in the and acceptable and perfect will of God.” By which 
| oving intreaty and' exhortation we may underſtand, 
hat in the right performance of Divine worſhip unto 
Almighty 


prevent 


LL. 
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Almighty God, we ſhould endeavour ſo to appear 


before him, in ſuch a living and reverent concern, as 
that even our very bodies may be as living and holy 
oblations to him: but alas! alas! it is too obvious, 

dullneſs, lumbering and ſleeping, prevail over too 
many, even when aſſembled on account of performing 
worſhip to the Lord, to the great reproach of our 
ſociety aud holy profeſſion, and particularly to the 
perſons overtaken with this weakneſs, which is ſo very 
inconſiſtent with the ſpirituality of goſpel-worſhip pro- 
feſſed by us; and the ſaid grievous fault affords no ſmall 
affliction to the faithful amongſt us, and doubtleſs is an 
occaſion of ſtumbling to enquirers, if they ſee ſuch 


heavineſs and dullneſs amongſt us (who have juſty diſuſed. 


ſet forms of worſhip, and ſit in filence, under pretence 
of waiting for the moving and operating of the Spirit 
of Truth, in which alone the Father is acceptably 
worſhipped) and obſerve ſeveral overcome with the 
dark ſpirit of ſlumber. May they not make their re- 
marks on ſuch unbecoming weakneſs? and doth it 


not render us and our filent meetings contemptible? 


May not the tender enquirers juſtly charge us with 
abſurd inconſiſtency ? and may not the frothy and airy 
make it the ſubject of ridicule? But oh, dear Friends, 
that is not-the worſt ; for our gracious God, who hath 
expreſsly ſaid, © I will be ſanctified by them that come 
« nigh me,” is diſhonoured by ſuch poor dull ſouls, 


and they alſo deprive themſelves of that ſpiritual benefit 


and 
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and Divine goodneſs, which accrues to the true and 
living worſhippers; neither the bodies nor the ſpirits 
of ſuch poor creatures, who have contracted that odious 
habit of ſleeping in meetings, whilſt under that dark 
cloud, are either living, holy or acceptable ſacrifices, 
not being transformed by the renewing of their minds ; 
but being dull, dark and drowſy, are not in a capacity, 
of knowing what is that good and acceptable and Fe 
will of God, much leſs of doing it. 

Wherefore, my dear friends, I beſeech you, in the 
bowels of Chriſt, that you would exert yourſelves 
in the wiſdom of Truth, to prevent this indecent frailty 
and diſorder; for although the moſt effectual way of 
amending this and all other diſorders is, that every 
one come to, and witneſs the real work and power of 
the all-ſufficient grace and Spirit of God; yet inſtru- 
mental means, diſcreetly uſed, may be of ſingular 
ſervice. And I hope it will become the care and 
concern of this meeting, to give ſeaſonable and ſuitable 
advice to Monthly and Particular meetings, to intreat, 

exhort, and rebuke ſuch, on whom a negligent lukewarm 
diſpoſition of mind prevails, that they do watch and 
war againſt ſleeping in meetings of Divine worſhip, 
Oh, that ſuch may be rouſed up to a ſenſe, how they 
diſhonour themſelves and the Truth they make pro- 
feſſion of, and in watchfulneſs and prayer ſit before the 
Lord in a living frame of mind, waiting for the com- 
fortable, enlivening influences of the Holy Spirit, and | 


not be again overcome with the evil now ſpoken of ; 
which 
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which is the fervent defire and prayer of your exerciſed 
friend and brother, 
DAVID HALL. 


Skipton, the 23d of 2 Fourth month, 
| 174 


P.S. All Friends, but more particularly ſuch who 
are liable to be overtaken with dullneſs and ſleeping 
in meetings, ſhould eat and drink ſparingly betwixt 
meetings, where two meetings are held on one day. 


* 
— — — 


A compaſſionate Call, and Hand reached forth in tender 
Goſpel Love, to all ſuch perſons as having once mads 
profeſſion of the blefſed Truth, yet by ſome miſcondud or 
other have unhappily forfeited their unity with the 
Society of Friends ; in what capacity, pęſt, or ftation 
forever in the Church they may have been; or in what 

circumſtance of life ſoever they now ee? in their Preſent 
aiſunited ſituation. 


Friends, 


Warn I confider the matchleſ and inexpeatithh 
love of God, in ſending his Son to ſave ſinners ; when 
J am helped to contemplate the gracious tenor of the 
glorious goſpel, clearly and affectingly ſet forth in the 
parables of the Loſt Sheep, the Prodigal Son, and the 
Good Samaritan; when I behold the father running 
to meet his returning fon; when I obſerve the Kiſs 

with 
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with which he welcomed him home, and how he com- 
manded the beſt robe to be brought forth and put on 
him, and the ring to be put on his hand, together with 
the ſhoes for his feet, weary with his long vagaries in 
the far country; when I remember our Saviour's heart- 
affecting ſaying, * The Son of Man is come to ſeek 
« and to ſave that which was leſt ;*” together with 
the expreſs charge he gave to his twelve apoſtles, when 
he ſent them forth as ſheep in the midſt of wolves to 
publiſh. the glad tidings of the goſpel, ©* Go not,” 
ſaith he, „into the way of the Gentiles, and into any 
« cities of the Samaritans enter ye not; but go ye 
* rather to the loſt ſheep of the houſe of Iſrael, and as 
« ye go, preach, ſaying, The kingdom of Heaven is at 
*« hand: heal the ſick, cleanſe the leapers, raiſe the dead, 
*« caſt out devils;“ Mat. x. 7, 8. my heart within me is 
deeply affected, yea, even my very bowels are moved 
towards you, poor dear ſouls, who may have ſo far 
miſſed your way, as that you have ſet yourſelves at a 
diſtance from your brethren ; and hereby, in the ſweet 
ſenſe and feeling of the unparalleled love and mercy of 
the everlaſting goſpel of peace and reconciliation,” I 
ſalute you, and moſt cordially invite you, in the name 
of the great and good Shepherd of the ſheep, who hath 
laid down his life for you, to look homeward ; make 
the beſt of your way to your Father's houfe again; 
return to God by true repentance without delay, which 
is the way to the fold of true reſt. The ſpirit and 
the bride ſay, Come; and let him that is athirſt, - 

« comes; 
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** come: and whoever will, let him take the water of 
« life freely. Rev. xxii. 17. Pleaſe to take notice that the 
fick, the lepers, the dead, the poſſeſſed with devils, 
were to be the peculiar objects of regard, to whom 
thoſe early ambaſſadors of Chriſt were firſt to adminiſter. 
ſpecial and ſuitable relief; according to the directions 
of him the bleſſed Meſſias, the effectual repairer of 
breaches, and the merciful reſtorer of right paths to 
dwell in, from which mankind in the fall hath miſerably 
ſtrayed, 

Oh, therefore, let the exhortation of the prophet 
Hoſea univerſally obtain and prevail with all that are 
out of the way. Come, and let us return unto the 
« Lord; for he hath torn, and he will heal us; he 
* hath ſmitten, and he will bind us up. After two days 
«« will he revive us, in the third day he will raiſe us 
* up and we ſhall live in his ſight. Then ſhall we 
& know, if we follow on to know the Lord, his going 
« forth is prepared as the morning ; and he ſhall come 
« unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain, 
« unto the earth,” Hoſea vi. 1. 

O, dear ſouls, may this be your ſteady reſolution, 
and you may yet do well; the _ merciful arms of our 
moſt gracious Saviour are ever open to receive penitent 
finners. O, remember and practice the apoſtle's en- 
couraging advice, © Submit yourſelves to God ; refiſt 
„e the devil and he will fly from you: draw nigh to 
« God, and he will draw nigh unto you; cleanſe your 
« hands, ye innert, and purify your hearts, ye double» 
« minded; 
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** minded ; be afflited, and mourn, and weep ; humble 
« yourſelves in the fight of the Lord, and he ſhall lift 


15 « you up.“ James iv. 7, 8, g, o. There is a bleſſed and 
Mm: open door, even faith in Chriſt, repentance and amend- 
as ment of life, whereby all poor ſouls who have miſſed 
” their way in any reſpect (the fin againſt the holy Ghoſt _ 
ob excepted), may re-enter into the precious favour of a 
0 merciful God, and be reconciled to him through Jeſus 
ly Chriſt, Pleaſe to read the royal Pſalmiſt's penitential 
| prayer, Pſalm li. alſo Deut. xxx. 
* O, dear ſouls, return unto the Lord, be mindful of 
* his repeated calls and gracious promiſes to the penitent, 
ne which run thus; © Go, and proclaim theſe words to- 
he « wards the North, and ſay, Return thou backſliding 
ys « [ſrae], faith the Lord, and I will not cauſe mine 
me « anger to fall upon you; for I am merciful, ſaith the 
* « Lord, and I will not keep anger for ever. Only 
ng « acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou haſt tranſgreſſed 
ne 


« againſt the Lord thy God,” &c. Turn, O back- 
« {l;iding children, faith the Lord, for I am married 
* unto you; — return ye backſliding children, and I 
« will heal your backſlidings.— We lie down in our 
« ſhame, and our confuſion covereth us; for we have 
* finned againſt the Lord our God, Repent, and turn 
« yourſelves from all your tranſgreſſions, ſo iniquity 
*« ſhall not be your ruin; caft away from you all 
your tranſgreflions, whereby ye have tranſgreſſed, 
and make you a new heart and a new ſpirit; for why 
ſte « will ye die, O houſe of Iſrael! for I hape no pleaſure 
«in 
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cc in him that dieth, ſaith the Lord God; wherefore 
te turn yourſelves and live ye.” And in Iſaiah he faith 
to the degenerate Jews, © Waſh ye, make you clean, 
de put away the evil of your doings from before mine 
« eyes, ceaſe to do evil, learn to do well, ſeek judg- 
« ment, relieve the oppreſſed, judge the fatherleſs, 
« plead for the widow, Come noÞand let us reaſon 
together, ſaith the Lord: though your fins be as 
« ſcarlet, they ſhall be as ; white as ſnow ; ; though they 
ce be red like crimſon, they ſhall be as wool, If ye be 
de willing and obedient, ye ſhall eat the good of the 
land; but if ye refuſe and rebel, ye ſhall be devoured 
« by the (word: for the mouth of the Lord hath 
« ſpoken it.” Iſaiah i. 16, 17, 18, 19, 20. 

Moreover, king Solomon, at the dedication of the 
temple, in his moſt cordial interceſſion to the Lord on 
behalf of the people (whereby he gloriouſly repreſents 
and typifies the ſacred mediation of our bleſſed advocate 
Jeſus Chriſt) pours out his moſt fervent prayers on 
this wiſe : 

% And if thy people Iſrael be put to the worſe be- 
« fore the enemy, becauſe they have ſinned againſt 
t thee; and ſhall return and confeſs thy name, and 
« pray, and make ſupplication before thee-in this houſe: 
«« then hear thou from the heavens, and forgive the fin 
«« of thy people Iſrael, and bring them again unto the 


« land, which thou gaveſt to them and to their fathers. 
2 Chron, vi. 24. 


When the heaven is ſhut up, and there is no rain, 
« becauſe they have finned againſt thee; v. 26. yet if they 


4 pray 
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« pray towards this place, and confeſs thy name, and 


 « turn from their fin when thou doſt afflict them; then 


« hear thou from heaven, and forgive the fin of thy 


e ſervants, and of thy people Iſrael, when thou haſt 


ce taught them the good way, wherein they ſhould walk. 
« And ſend rain upon the land, which thou haſt given 
« thy people Iſrael for an inheritance. v. 27. 
« If there be dearth in the land, if there be peſtilence, 
« y, 28, if there be blaſting, or mildew, locuſts, or cater- 
« pillars ; if their enemies beſiege them in the cities of 
& their land; whatſoever ſore, or whatſoever ſickneſs 
«« there be: v.29. then what prayer or what ſupplication 
t ſoever ſhall be made of any man, or of all thy people 
« [{rae], when every one ſhall know his own fore, and 
« his own grief, and ſhall ſpread forth his hands in this 
« houſe: v. 30. then hear thou from heaven thy dwel- 
« ling=place, and forgive, and render unto every man ac- 
« cording unto all his ways, whoſe heart thou knoweſt, 
« (for thou only knoweſt the hearts of the children of 
«« men) that they may fear thee, to walk in thy ways, 
« ſo long as they live in the land which thou gaveſt unto 
« our fathers. v. 31. | 
If they fin againſt thee (for there is no man which 
« ſinneth not,) and thou be angry with them, and 
« deliver them over before their enemies, and they 
« carry them away captives unto a land far off or 
« near; verſe 36. yet if they bethink themſelves in 
«« the land whither they are carried captive, and turn, 
4e _ pray unto thee in the * of their captivity, 
« ſaying, 
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« ſaying, We have ſinned, we have done amiſs, and 
ce we have dealt wickedly : verſe 37. If they return 
& to thee with all their hearts, and with all their ſoul, 
te jn the land of their captivity, whither they have car- 
« ried them captives, and pray toward their land which 
te thou gaveſt unto their fathers, and toward the city 
« which thou haſt choſen, and toward the houſe 
« which I have built for thy name: verſe 39. then 
« hear thou from the heavens, even from thy dwelling 
« place, their prayer and their ſupplications, and main- 
« tain their cauſe, and forgive thy people which have 
« ſinned againſt thee,” verſe 39. 

To which humble addreſs, the Majeſty of heaven, 
the King of kings, and Lord of lords, returned the 
following moſt gracious anſwer, as his royal aſſent 
thereto, viz. If I ſhut up heaven that there be no 
« rain, or if I command the locuſts to devour the 

4 land, or if I ſend peſtilence among my people; if 
« my people, which are called by my name, ſhall 
« humble themſelves and pray, and ſeek my face, and 
* turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from 
« heaven, and will forgive their fin, and will heal their 
„land, &c. 2 Chron, chap, xxxvii. 13, 14. 

Finally, dear ſouls, in the reachings forth of well- 
wiſhing love, I earneſtly intreat you all, that you do 
not entertain any hardneſs or reſentment againſt any 
Friend or Friends, ſurmifing, that ſuch and ſuch have 
borne hard upon you in the adminiftration of church- 
diſcipline ; for by ſo doing, you may ſoon ſtill more 

hurt 
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hurt your conditions, block up your own way, and ſtill 
ſet yourſelves at a farther diſtance. 
Some who have given juſt occaſion, by their undue 
liberties, for the cenſure of the church, have neverthe- 
leſs been ſo far from that humility that always attends 
true repentance, that their refractory deportment to 
their offended Friends hath heightened their offence ; 
yea even ſhut cloſe that door againſt themſelves, where- 
by they might in due time, probably, have been re- 
admitted into unity with the Society. It will, I aſſure 
you dear ſouls, be much more pleaſing and acceptable 
to all the true in heart, to receive you in again at the 
door aforeſaid, than it was to exclude you; for, as 
Chriſt ſaith, «© More is the joy over one loſt ſheep, 
« (over one ſinner that repenteth,) than over ninety 
«* and nine juſt perſons which need no repentance, yea, 
« even in the preſence of the angels of God.” Luke 
xv. verſe 7. 10, Let no poor drooping ſouls therefore 
deſpair, or deſpond, for by the door aforeſaid all may 
be reconciled, reinſtated. and re - united, though far 
gone aſtray, as to the ends of the earth. | 
But yet, if it ſhould ever fo fall out, where any 
perſon or perſons in any place, ſhould have given 
their friends juſt occaſion to exclude them from the 
unity of the Society, and ſuch perſon or perſons ſhould 
be brought to a ſenſe: of, and godly ſorrow for their 
miſconduct, and ſhew forth the ſame by an orderly and 
religious converſation, and keeping cloſe to meetings 
for a: conſiderable ſpace of time; and notwithſtanding 
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all this, if upon their application to Friends of the 
meeting to which he, ſhe, or they did belong, to be 
received into unity with Friends, they may find ſome 
particular or particulars ſtrongly to oppoſe and weigh 
againſt them in the obtaining their deſire ; let ſuch, I 
earneſtly intreat them, keep cloſe to their exerciſe and 
humble walking before the Lord, ſpreading and com-. 
mitting their cauſe unto him, patiently waiting for 
him to open their way; and I verily believe, in his 
time, way will be made for them: in the mean while, 
as above, I beg ſuch may take an eſpecial care, that 
they let in no hardneſs againſt any Friend er Friends; 
nor yet againſt the honourable and neceſſary diſcipline 
of the church, which we have good ground to believe 
was at firſt ſettled and eſtabliſhed in the wiſdom cf 
Truth, and is of great ſervice, where it is managed and 
adminiſtered in the ſweet ſpirit of the goſpel z- which 
always breathes out. Glory to God in the highef} 
e peace on earth, good-will towards men; hath 
charity to the ſouls of all men, but to the fins of none; 
loves the immortal ſoul of every man, but the immoral 
actions of none. 
It has been, and is obſerved, that ſometimes perſon 
that have given real occaſion for the line of judgmenW we 
to be ſtretched over them, have taken ſuch a diſguſt a 
the juſt cenſure, paſt upon them, that they have for- 
ſaken religious aſſemblies, Thefe by ſo doing do evi. ver 
dently demonſtrate great weakneſs, and that they giv the 
way to the ſpirit of the enemy, who is always ſeeking fron 
| adyantag! 
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advantage againſt us frail mortals, in order to draw us 
farther and farther from the Truth, and nearer and 
nearer to his own dark kingdom. Wherefore, I again 
moſt earneſtly entreat you, in much love and good- 
will, that ye who have taken offence of this kind, 
would forthwith endeavour to lay aſide all reſentment 
and diſlike, that you ny have unwarily let in; and 
wait to feel the peaceable Spirit of meek Jeſus, our 
bleſſed Redeemer, and therein attend religious meet- 
ings ; that, in this manner humbling yourſelves before 
the Lord, he may pleaſe, in his tender mercy, to grant 
unto you faith, repentance and remiſſion of fins ; alſo, 
by theſe means, your friends may have a true ſenſe of 
your conditions, and of the frame of your minds. 
Pleaſe to conſider, that neither civil nor. religious ſo- 
ciety (morally ſpeaking) can ſubſiſt, or be preſerved 
from utterly relapſing and falling away into confuſion, 
without proper rules and government: and what ſignify 
rules if not obſerved, and proper meaſures taken with 
thoſe that knowingly tranſgreſs the ſame? And fur. 
ther, may it be calmly and ſeriouſly conſidered, that 
when thoſe perſons, (who owning our principles and 
profeſſing themſelves to be members of our Society, 
were looked upon as ſuck while they walked or- 
derly) have wilfully violated the wholeſome rules agreed 
upon and eſtabliſhed amongſt us, they have by their own 
very actions and not ſubmitting to the means uſed hy 
the church for their reſtoration, diſunited themſelves 
from memberſhip with the body of which they had 
C2 been 


ge © MEMOIRS OF 


been members; and that the papers of denial, given 
Forth againſt them, are but declarations, that ſuch pers 
ſons having committed ſuch things which are diſallowed 
by the church, and not truly repenting and giving 
ſatisfaction, are thereupon diſowned. | 

So, dear Friends, with the words of the prophet 1 
ſhall draw to a concluſion, © Seek the Lord while he is 
© to be found, call upon him while he is near: let the 
ac wicked forſake his way, and the unrighteous man 
e his thoughts; and let him return to the Lord, and 
ec he will have mercy upon him, and to our God, for 
«© he will abundantly pardon.” Iſa. Iv. 6, 7. | 

Having now thus honeſtly paid the debt of love I 
have long owed you, I bid you farewel, and ſubſcribe my- 
elf in much ſincerity, your real friend and well-wiſher, 
who can do no leſs than ſtill pray for you, that you 
may be reconciled unto God, through Jeſus Chriſt our 


Lord, 


DAVID HALL, 
Skipton, the 17th of the | 
Ath Month, 1747. 


P. S. Furthermore, may all humbly wait for faith, 
to lay hold on the moſt gracious promiſes of our mer- 
ciful God (which are Yea and Amen to all thoſe that 
truly believe); and may all the puft up, the ſtout- 
hearted, impenitent and obſtinate, timely and ſeriouſſy 
conſider the threatenings annexed thereunto and juſtly 


N denounced upon the fat ones, while the day of grace 5 
extended, 
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extended, and the door of mercy is opened unto them, 
viz, © I will ſeek that which was loſt, and bring again 
« that which was driven away, and will bind up that 
« which was broken, and will ſtrengthen that which d 
« was ſick: but I will deſtroy the fat and the ſtrong, I 


1 « will feed them with judgment.” Ezek. xxxiv. 16. 
is And again, * As a ſhepherd ſeeketh out his flock, in 
e « the day that he is among his ſheep that are ſcattered, 
n « ſo will 1 ſeek out my ſheep, and will deliver them 
d « out of all places where they have been ſcattered in- 
r * the cloudy and dark day. Verſe 12. 
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An Epiſile of Love and Caution to the Quarterly and 
Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great Britain, or elſe- 
where ; but more farticularly to the Friends of Knareſ- 
Borough Monthly Meeting, aſſembled at Aſquith in 
Yorkſtire, of which the Author is a Member. 


Grace, mercy and peace, from God the Father, and from 
our Lord Jeſus Chrift, be multiplied among you. 


Dear Friends, Brethren and Siſters, 


Arrauoucn I have now been a conſiderable while 
perſonally abſent from our Monthly Meeting, and from 
molt of the meetings that conſtitute the ſame, not of 
choice but of neceſſity, being under bodily indiſpoſition; 
yet I have not forgotten you, nor would 1 be forgot by 
you; I have remembered you in my prayers, as [ 
deſire to be remembered by you in yours. 

And now, ye dear and faithful minifters and elders, 
who yet remain upon the ſtage, to whom I am nearly 
united in the covenant of life, I hereby greet you well 
in the love of the goſpel; earneſtly deſiring you may 
be preſerved and ſtrengthened in the ſweet and peace- 
able Spirit of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and therein ten- 
derly feed the flock of God which is among you, wil- 
Imgly taking the overſight thereof; not as being lords 
over God's heritage, but being enſamples to the flock; 


and when he, the Chief Shepherd, ſhall appear, ye ſhall 


have 


r 


„ - OO 


. 


DAVID HALL, 55 


have 2 erown of glory which ſhall never fade away. 
« Warn them that- are unruly,, comfort the feeble- 
« minded, ſupport the weak, be patient towards all 
„ men.” 1 Theſ. v. 14. Brethren, if a man be 
« overtaken in a fault, ye which are ſpiritual, reſtore 
« ſuch an one in the ſpirit of meekneſs; conſidering 
« thyſelf, leſt thou alſo be tempted :?* Gal. vi. 1. and by 
all means take care that brotherly love and condefcen- 
ſion remain among you. And where any matter of 
debate or difference, tending to divide or ſcaiter, may 
fall out, wait ſingly upon. the Lord for that wiſdom 
which is pure and peaceable, without partiality and 
without hypocriſy, that ye may prudently interpoſe as 
mediating peace-makers and moderators, to the heal- 
ing, accommodating and making up ſuch breaches; 
and be ſure uſe your utmoſt endeavours, that the meet- 
ing or meetings, in which ſuch. unhappy things ariſe, 
may be preſerved from running into parties: for, alas! 
how have ſome meetings been ſplit and ſhattered by 
theſe kinds of factions; and how have the young people 
been ſtaggered and diſcouraged thereby: “ The. ſer- 
te vant of the Lord,” faith the apoſtle, « muſt not 
e ſtrive,, but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, 

patient, in meekneſs inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe 


* themſelves,” & c. 2 Tim. ii. 24, 25. 


Let us all labour therefore to hold the unity of the 
ſpirit in the bond of peace, ever. ſtanding upon our 
guard againſt all things that gender to ſtrife, and 
againſt that temper of mind which is forward either to 
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give or take occaſion, or let in or retain gradges 
againſt any Friends: and pray labour what in you lies 
to prevent, and ſuppreſs that vile and antichriſtian 
practice of evil - ſurmiſing, backbiting, and traducing; 
tenderly exciting all Friends in your reſpective meet- 
ings, to faithfulneſs in the ſeveral branches of their 
Chriſtian teſtimony, and eſpecially in that very material 
one, againſt the antichriſtian yoke of tithes, and all 
things of that dark nature. | | 
And ye maſters and miſtreſſes of families, who have 
children or ſervants, or both under your care, prize 
your preſent privileges : be diligent in attending, and 
vigilant in truly waiting upon the Lord, the author of 
all our bleſſings, in your religious meetings, both on 
Firſt-days, and alſo on other days of the week; and 
take along with you your tender children, when their age 
and reaſonable convenience will permit; and allow ſuffi. 
cient liberty to your ſervants to attend religious aſſem- 
blies. And pray, attend as near the hour appointed as 
ever you can ; for often, meetings are diſturbed and hart 
by the diſorderly and unſeaſonable gathering of ſome ; 
though no friend is to be blamed, if in cafe of neceflity 
he may chance ſometimes to be late : but the conftant 
practice of late coming is a bad ſymptom, denoting 
the want of a true concern of mind. Jt affords matter 
of much concern and ſorrow, to ſee divers profeſſors 
of the truth ſo ſlack and remiſs, in this incumbent duty 
of aſſembling themſelves together, now when good 
Providence hath ſo rebuked the ſtorms of perſecution, 
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that we are graciouſly favoured with a calm, and our 
way is open peaceably to attend, and enjoy our highly 
valuable religious meetings: yet ſome are ſo extremely 
negligent, that even on Firſt-days ſmall matters do 
ſometimes hinder them from appearing. with their 
Friends, in that great and important affair and duty, 
of the worſhip of Almighty God: and ſome that are 
pretty conſtant in attending Firſt-day meetings, ſuffer 
themſelves, through weakneſs, luke-warmneſs, and in 
dolence, to be deprived of the benefit,. comfort and 

| edification, that they, by duly attending week-day 
meetings, might probably be enjoyers of; and alſo 
deprive their friends of the benefit of their company, 
and are bad examples to the young ones. 

Again, there may perhaps be ſome that do them- 
ſelves attend meetings both on Firſt-days, and pretty- 
often on week days, yet do not exert themſelves as 

they ſhould do, in exciting their families to diligence, 
| and taking along with them their children; but leaving 
' their children behind them, when very capable of get- 

ting to the meetings, allow them from time to time to 
be abſent, as though they had forgotten the wiſe man's 
precept, © Train up a child in the way he ſhould go,” 


| xc. The huſband and the wife ought to be jointly 
concerned in the ſtrict and careful education of their 
; children; and to beware, leſt the one by indulgence, or 


| for want of a right zeal in a matter of ſuch import. 
i ance, ſhould weaken the hands of the other. And 
pray, let none whilſt in health and ſtrength of body, 
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tolerably near the meeting- place, be ſo weak as to let 


in reaſonings, that they cannot afford or ſpare time to 
attend week-day meetings, being but of low circum- 
ſtances in the world: pleaſe to conſider, that the bleſ- 
ſing of God maketh truly rich; if we give up ourſelves 
to ſerve and obey him, and faithfully perform our 


duties to him (of which the due attending of religious 


meetings is not one of the leaſt), we ſhall find his 
bleſſing upon our honeſt and moderate endeavours, 
more advantageous to us than all our buſtlings, anxious 
labours and contrivances, without it. Seek ye firſt,” 
ſaith our bleſſed Lord, © the kingdom of God, and his 
* righteouſneſs, and all theſe things ſhall be added unto 
« you.” Mat, vi. 33. It is concluded by many Friends 
of ſound judgment and experience, that none were 
ever poorer (but richer) for duly and rightly attending 


religious meetings on week-days, as well as Firſt-days; 


but it is fully believed, that many have ſuffered them- 
ſelves to be much hurt, both as to the condition of 
their minds and outward circumſtances, by letting the 
inordinate and choaking cares about things of this life 
prevail, and conſequently by becoming negligent and 
\ remiſs in attending religious meetings; for the royal 


Tſalmiſt ſaith, *© Except the Lord build the houſe, they 


labour in vain that build it: except the Lord keep the 
« city, the watchman waketh but in vain, It is vain for. 
« you to riſe up early, to fit up late, to eat the bread of 
« ſorrow,” &c. Pſal. cxxvii. 1, 2, The gracious 
toleration and time of peace now put into oùr hands 
ought to be as our ſeed-time, in which we ſhould be 
diligently 
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diligently ſowing to the Spirit, that hereaſter we may 
reap the harveſt of life everlaſting. 

But what ſaith the wiſe man of the ſluggards and 
ſlack handed in ſo favourable an opportunity, « He 
« becometh poor,“ ſaith he, „that dealeth with a ſlack 
«hand ; but the hand of the diligent maketh rich.“ 
Prov. x. 4. The ſluggard will not plow by reaſon 
« of the cold; therefore ſhall he beg in harveſt, and 
* have nothing.” Chap. xx. 4. | 

I therefore: tenderly exhort you, make the beſt uſe 
and application of the preſent favours, peace and tran- 
quiility, yet lengthened: out unto the churches: double | 
your diligence, be fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the Lord: 
ſlip no opportunity, wherein ye may either do good to 
others or obtain good to yourſelves, or both. | 

But oh! what excuſe ſhall thoſe profeſſors of Truth - 
plead in the day of account, who being ſtationed by 
kind Providence in the affluence of the good things of 
this life, and alſo ſifuated near the meeting- place, yet 
nevertheleſs ſeldom vouchſafe to appear with their 
brethren at week-day meetings? Moreover (which is 
{till worſe) ſome having let in a diſlike or diſguſt againſt . 
ſome particular Friend or. Friends,. on one account or 
ether, thence have taken occaſion ſometimes to decline: 
the meeting; yea, alas! ſome are ſo much out of the 
way, that they will not come to the houſes or families 
of thoſe Friends againſt whom they have taken occaſion- 
of offence; thereby, not only betraving their own- 


weakneſs, and a mean and wrong diſpoſition of mind. 
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but alſo hurting and leſſening themſelves, and ſhewing 
a bad example to the young and rifing generation, 
whoſe eyes are upon us, and can quickly remark the 
failures and miſtakes of ſuch as ſhould be as way. 
marks to them. Oh! therefore, I earneſtly beſeech 
all ſuch, that they let the time paſt be ſufficient, and 
that for the future they may be of better and more 


exemplary conduR. 
Furthermore, in as much as the moſt ſolemn, ſacred, 


and profound part of the Divine worſhip of the Father, 


who is a Spirit, 1s now in this goſpel and new covenant 
diſpenſation, to be performed in Spirit and Fruth, in a 
deep ſilence, compoſure, and ftillneſs of mind; (being 
altogether conſiſtent with the Divine nature and ſpiritu- 
ality of the ſaid diſpenſation, the doctrine of Chriſt the 
author thereof, and our own profeſſed principles) in 
much brotherly love I cordially exhort you, and by the 
meekneſs of Chriſt fervently beſeech you, to labour 
with the utmoſt diligence and application of heart and 
Foul, really to become ſuch inward and fpiritual wor- 
ſhippers, which Chriſt hath told us, «© The Father is 
« ſeeking to worſhip him.” Theſe are the circumciſion 
which worſhip God in ſpirit, and have no confidence in 
the fleſh ; whoſe principal teacher is the miniſter of the 
ſanctuary, and true tabernacle, which God hath pitched 
and not man, and can never be removed into a corner, 
Although we muſt own, that anointed inſtruments, 
while they keep their places, are of ſervice comfort 


and edification to meetings, as the eyes and expectation 
of 
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of the hearers are chiefly to the Lord, who alone can 
give a blefling upon the plantings of Paul, and the 
waterings of Apollos ; yet we ſee theſe inſtruments are 
not to be depended upon, being liable to be ſhat up, 
according to the wiſdom and good pleaſure of the great 
Maſter of aſſemblies, or to be removed from us by 
death : but they that duly wait for that water from the 
hand of Chriſt, our bleſſed mediator, which he told 
the enquiring Samaritan woman of, ſaying, ©* Whoſo- 
« ever drinketh of the water that I ſhall give him, 
« ſhall never thirſt; but the water that I ſhall give 
ec him, ſhall be in him a well of water ſpringing up 
tc into everlaſting life, John iv. 14. will not be quite caſt 
down, and totally diſcouraged, when it ſhall pleaſe the 
Lord to take from them ſuch as have been as con- 
ſolatory evangeliſts, miniſters, prophets, or propheteſſes 
among them ; but feeling, in the openings and bub- 
blings up of the aforeſaid ſpring of life, the love of 
God, that true charity, to be ſhed abroad in their 
hearts, they will experience the truth of the bleſſed 
Apoſtle's words, © Charity never faileth ; but whether 
* there be propheſies, they ſhall fail; whether there 
© be tongues, they ſhall ceaſe ; whether there be know- 

« ledge, it ſhall vaniſh away.“ 1 Cor. xiii. 8. 
Wherefore, beloved, be not diſconſolate upon the view 
of any of your meetings being left bare of, or quite 
without inſtrumental miniſters ; though ſome branches 
be removed, the root remains. Oh! remember Chriſt's 
words, a lite before his departure from his diſciples, 
as 
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as with reſpect to his kumanity, * If ye love me, keep 
c my commandments, and I will pray the Father, and 
« he ſhall give you another comforter, that he may abide 
« with you for ever; even the Spirit of Truth, whom the 
« world cannot receive, becauſe it ſeeth him not, nei- 
« ther knoweth him; but ye know him, for he dwelleth 
„ with you, and ſhall. be in you.” John xiv. 15, 
16, 17. | 
Again—“ Where two or three,“ ſaith he, “are 
« gathered in my name, there am I in the midſt of 
« them.” If ſome eminent diſciple or diſciples be 
taken from you, the head maſter remains, to whom you 
may have free acceſs, If ſome ſmall rivulets you have 
drunk of ſometimes, be now diſcontinued, your way is 
open to the never-failing, inexhauſtible ſpring-head. . 
What reaſon have any then to be diſcouraged, or be 
cool in attending their meetings, for want of inſtrumen- 
tal miniſtry ? Would not this be like a ſlight upon the 
greateſt and beſt miniſter, who hath graciouſly promiſed 
his moſt excellent company, even at the leaſt meetings, 
upon moſt reaſonable terms? For the compaſſionate pro- 
miſes above, as alſo this“ I will not leave you com- 
« fortleſs,” are nog, only applicable to his then imme- 
diate followers, but to all his. true diſciples down to I che. 
lateft poſterity. | W 
Let none therefore, old or young, be aſhamed of, or 
undervalue filent meetings; for they certainly are to 
all true worſhippers of ſingular advantage, and diſho- 
nourable to none that rightly attend them, but quite the, 
© reverſe. 
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reverſe. May all thoſe who belong to meetings, where- 
in are no friends of the miniſtry, ſeriouſly conſider their 
preſent ſituation is far better than if they were loaded 

with a dead, dry, fruitleſs, unacceptable miniſtry. 
Beſides, as there may be danger of ſome depending 
too much upon the publick miniſtry, where there is 
pretty much of it ; the want thereof, if rightly applied, 
may prevent this danger, and drive people home to the 
inward ſpring. 
Well but, may ſome ſay, we have children and young 
ones coming up, which yet know not theſe things, and 
our hearts ake for them. I anſwer, let all of us, eſpe- 
cially parents and elders, uſe our very beſt endeavours 
to bring up the young and tender plants in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord, exemplifying our precepts 
in a prudent and ſuitable conduct, by waiting in pure 
filence in our religious meetings, to feel the aboundings 
of that life which Chriſt ſaith he came to give to his 
people more abundantly : then, I truſt, the Lord will 
from his holy habitation mercifully look down upon us 
| and our offspring. For my part, I know no viſible 
thing more likely to prevail upon children, and to ſet 
them on thinking on good things, than to ſee the awful 
ſittings, and ſometimes the overflowing tears. of their 
parents and elders, in their devotion before the Lord in. 
their religious retirements ; together with a careful and 
godly conduct at other times. Who knows but it may 
pleaſe good Providence, in due time, to open ſprings in 
the deſert, and dignify the now pooreſt and dimmeſt 
meetings 
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meetings with the brighteſt miniſters ? Let none, after a 
deſponding manner, ſay, Can any good come out of 
Nazareth ? The Lord is able of theſe ſtones to raiſe up 
children unto Abraham. Mean while may we all en- 
deavour to live by faith, and in that faith to truſt in 
God, for in the Lord Jehovah is everlaſting ſtrength. 


Beſides theſe things, I further humbly intreat you, 1 


parents and governors of families, that you ſtrictly 
watch over your children and ſervants reſpecting their 
moral conduct. The wiſe man tells us, and experience 
confirms it, That the rod and reproof give wiſdom; 
« but a child left to himſelf bringeth his mother to 
« ſhame.” Prov, xxix. 15. What truly conſcientious 


parent, or head ef a family, can or dare ſuffer their 


children or ſervants, when not engaged in buſineſs, to 
go whither they will, when they will, into any ſort of 
company, according to their own option or liking ? This 
kind of imprudent indulgence, and undue liberty, al- 
lowed by reaſon of the inconſiderateneſs, and want of 
true zeal in the governors, hath proved ruinous to many 
of the young generation. How often hath grief of 
mind accrued to ſome concerned Friends, to ſee ſome 
profeſſors of Truth ſo careleſs about their children, as 
to ſuffer them to run even amongſt the wild rabble of 
the town, or neighbourhood, where they often receive 


corrupt impreſſions on their tender minds, both with re- 


gard to ſpeech and deportment : which inconſiderate 
and indifcreet parents, being ſpoke to by ſome con- 
cerned Friend or Friends, and admoniſhed touching this 

| their 
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their unſafe indulgence, would perhaps reply—They are 
but children ; ſo what ſignifies reſtraining them till they 

come to more underſtanding 3 we have been children 

ourſelves, and wild too. But, alas! how often have 
theſe kind of careleſs fathers and mothers laid for 
themſelves a ſad foundation for too late repentance |! 

We muſt own, that when we have done our beſt in 
precept, in pattern, in reſtriction, and religiouſly turned 
every ſtone for the good of our offspring, and the honeſt 
diſcharge of our conſcientious duties towards them, 
ſome may prove prodigals and libertines ; yet happy 
thoſe'parents who can juſtly appeal to Heaven on this 
wiſe—Thou, Lord! knoweſt we have done our beſt 
for the preſervation and right inſtitution of our child or 
children. Such, with good Samuel of old, in the con- 
ſcientious diſcharge of their duty, will have peace and 
joy in the Lord, though ſome of their children cauſe 
them much trouble and anxiety. 

Laſtly, before I leave you parents and leading per- 
fons in families and meetings, I humbly crave that we, 
and all faithful miniſters and elders, may be inward 
with the Lord, and join in deep ſapplication to him, 
that he may be pleaſed in his inexpreſſible loving- 
kindneſs to remember the youth of our time, grant 
them a gracious viſitation, lay faſt hold on them, as by 
the ſhepherd's crook of his bleſſed truth and power, 
circumciſe their hearts to ſerve him; and alſo, that he 
would be pleaſed in his tender mercy to reach unto all 
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poor wandering prodigals, whereſoever they are ſcat- 
tered, and bring again the loſt ſheep to the fold of reſt. 
And now, Oh! ye firiplings and young people, L 


muſt addreſs you in particplar ; my heart is open unto. 


you, and enlarged in the love of the goſpel, wherein I 
affectionately call upon you, and lovingly adviſe you, to 
beware of unſuitable company; and take great care to 


avoid all kind of intemperance, but eſpecially that per- 


nicious, infecting, growing evil cuſtom of clubbing, 
tippling, and drinking to exceſs ; which has proved 


the bane and ruin of ſo many (once) hopeful youths, as 
well as perſons of more advanced age: and watch with 
the utmoſt caution, that ye do by no means let out your 


affections to perſons of other communions, in order to 


contract marriages with them; nor yet with ſuch as are 


too near of kin, though within the pale of our Society; 


for alas! alas! we have many ſorrowful inſtances of | 
the ſundry afflicting and diſmal conſequences that attend 


ſuch unhappy and diſagreeable matches. 


Oh! therefore, let the harms of others be your | 
timely precautions, and always ſtand open to receive. 
the wholeſome counſel of your parents, and well- wiſn- 


ing friends; for this is well -· pleaſing unto God, who 
hath expreſsly commanded —* Honour thy father and 
te thy mother,” and ſeverely threatened ſuch as flight 
their parents, as in Deuteronomy xxvii. .16,—* Curſed 


« be he that ſetteth light by his father or his mother, 


and all the people ſhall ſay amen,” Likewiſe the 
wiſe 
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wiſe man ſaith . The eye that mocketh at his father, 
« deſpiſeth to obey his mother, the ravens of the valley 
« ſhall pluck it out, and the young eagles ſhall eat it.T 
Prov. xxx. 17, Alſo we find what was commanded 
concerning the ſtubborn and rebellious children of the 
Iſraelites of old; —“ If a man have a ſtubborn and re- 
« bellious ſon, which will not obey the voice of his 
c“ father, or the voice of his mother; and that when 
« they have chaſtened him, will not hearken unto 
« them : then ſhall his father and his mother lay hold 
« of him, and bring him out unto the elders of his city, 
« and unto the gate of his place; and they ſhall ſay 
« unto the elders of his city, This our ſon is ſtubborn 
« and rebellious, he will not obey our voice, he is a 
« glutton, and a drunkard : And all the men of his 
city ſhall ſtone him with ſtones that he die; ſo ſhalt 
* thou put evil away from among you, and all. Iſrael 
te ſhall hear and fear.” Deut. xxi. 18, 19, 20, 21. 
And it were well, if ſuch who are rebellious and diſ- 
obedient to their parents, did enough conſider the 
puniſhment inflicted upon them in that diſpenſation, 
by a law preſcribed by the Lord; and ſuch would do 
well to remember, that though this law remains not in 
force in this diſpenſation, yet ſuch puniſhment as is ade - 
quate to the tranſgreſſion of the ſpiritual law we now 
are under, waits for ſuch ;—< For if they eſcaped not, 
* who refuſed him that ſpake on earth, much more 
« ſhall not we eſcape, if we turn away from him that 
« ſpeaketh from heaven.“ Heb. xii. 25. 


I carneſtly 
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I earneſtly recommend unto you, the ſerious and 
frequent reading of the Holy Scriptures. Some Friends, 
with much concern of heart, are afraid that this beſt of 
books is too much neglected by too many of our youth, 
if not by ſome of the elder rank too, Pleaſe to examine 
and conſider the principles you are educated in the pro- 
feſſion of, that the religion of your education may be- 
come the religion of your judgment; and be ſure 
avoid the reading of ſuch profane books and pamphlets, 
as tend to vitiate and alienate: the mind from the ſim- 
plicity of the truth. Pleaſe to read and duly obſerve 
1 Tim. iv. 7, 8. 2 Tim. iii. 15, 16, 17. | 

And above all things, be concerned to be made ſen- 
fible of the day of the Lord's power, wherein and 
whereby, you may be made willing entirely to reſign. 
yourſelves to his ſervice and diſpoſal: O! wait with 
diligence to know -and experience the quickning, re- 
fining baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt and of fire, whereby 
ye may be truly baptized into the one body of 
Chriſt ; and by feeling the influences of his good Spirit 
to deſcend upon you, from him the heavenly head, you 
may be truly ſerviceable in your reſpective and proper 
places and ſtations therein, and ſo come up in the true 
line of ſucceſſion in this your dax. Oh! that the ſpirit 
of Elijah might reſt upon Eliſha. | 

\ Pleaſe to conſider, how meetings are deprived in 
many places of faithful miniſters and elders ; how many 
ſeats are now left empty, and how meetings are now 
pretty much made up of the younger ſort of perſons, 
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into. whoſe hands the care and diſcipline of the church 
are likely to fall. May the glory of God; may the 
ſervice of the church, and the preſent ſtate thereof; 
may your own temporal and earneſt intereſt and ſalva- 
tion move and prevail upon you, to apply your hearts 
unto wiſdom, that ye may come under ſuitable qualifi- 
cations for the much deſired ſucceſſion aforeſaid; that 
thoſe vacancies in the places of miniſters 2 
may be honourably ſupplied. . 
Having in much brotherly kindneſs premiſed the few - 
things above, I find a concern remaining upon my 
mind, more particularly, in the ſame good will, here to 
ſubjoin ſome loving cautions to all you tradeſmen and 


unto the ſtrict and neceſfary rules of moral juſtice in 
all your dealings, and duly to obſerve your words, 
promiſes, and contracts; punctually anſwering all your 
juſt debts and demands in due time, purſuant to the ex- 
cellent Chriſtian rule Whatſoever ye would that 
4 men ſhould do to to you, do ye even ſo to them: 
Mat. vii. 12. And be ſure take particular care, I beg 
of you, to keep within the compaſs of your own ſtocks 
and capacities, that in caſe your affairs do not ſucceed 
well, you may but loſe what is your own. It has been 
remarked that divers, at their firſt embarking in trade 
and buſineſs, have ſeemed to be pretty hopeful; but 
inconſiderately putting themſelves forth into more ar- 
ticles and branches of trade, than their ſtock and capa- 
city were able to ſupport and manage, thereby great 
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reproach has been brought upon our. Society, of which 
they profeſs themſelves members, diſtreſs upon them- 
ſelves and families, and they have unhappily fallen into 
that diſmal and infamous ſtate of inſolvency ; and have 
not only, in a great meaſure, ruined themſelves, but 
divers honeſt and innocent perſons have ſuſtained 
much, and perhaps irreparable loſs, by ſuch their un- 
wary and unwarrantable proceedings, Wherefore, it 
is much to be deſired, that (eſpecially our' young and 
inexperienced) tradeſmen and others, may not only be 

willing to receive and take due notice of the advice of 
judicious and experienced Friends, when given, but 
even apply to ſuch Friends before they undertake any 
affair of conſiderable moment, for their counſel therein. 
Yea, too many, even of ſuch who have appeared in the 
miniſtry, for want of due care and integrity, and a 
timely inſpection into the ſtate of their affairs, and pro- 
per application in the management thereof, have la- 
mentably loſt themſelves, to the diſhonour of God, 
ſcandal of our holy profeſſion, and the wounding the 
reputation of our free miniſtry ; it being an abſurd 
contradiction, to pretend to preach the goſpel, and ne- 
glect the rules of moral juſtice. | 
I To conclude this head: Whereas in theſe kind of 
miſcarriages, the wives, Houſekeepers and ſervants (yea 
and perhaps children too) ſometimes may have a ſhare 
of the blame caſt upon them, whether deſervedly or 
not; therefore I tenderly exhort all ſuch, in their re- 
ſpective provinces and poſts at home, whilſt huſbands | 
| 2 
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or maſters are acting abroad, that they may uſe ſuch an 


honeſt care, ſuitable induttry, frugality and moderation 
in their houſe keeping aud all things under their hand, 
as may tend (ſo far as in them hes) to preſerve . 
ſelves blameleſs in theſe reſpects. | 

May all who profeſs the name of Chriſt, come under 
his croſs, who is come to lead us into all truth; learn 
of him who is meek and lowly in heart; thankfully to 


be content to live according to, or rather within our 


abilities: for it is an undeniable argument of weak- 
neſs and indiſcretion, if not injuſtice too, for any of low 
circumſtances in the world (comparatively ſpeaking) to 


imitate, copy after, or in any wiſe to vie with perſons 


of conſiderable eſtates, either in dreſs, houſe- keeping. 
or furniture, &c. | Happy the perſons, whom the harms 
and miſtakes of others do timely awaken to due caution 
and more prudent conduct; all along taking the advice 
of the wiſe man—** Be diligent to know the ſtate of thy 
« flocks, and look well to thy herds ; mmm 


e for ever.“ Prov. xxvii. 23, 24. 


J have here alſo further to add, 8 
the ſerious conſideration and animadverſon of all you 
parents, elders and miviſters, together with all the 
ſchool-maſters and ſchool-· miſtreſſes within the pale of 
our ſociety, that aflliQing caſe of the growth of pride, 


| gaiety aud unbecoming conformity to the vain world, in 
- apparel, dialect and deportment; which ſeem ta ſpread 


and gain ground amongſ the profeſſors of the bleſſed 
Truth at this day, to the inexpreflible grief of the 
| | fakuful, 
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faithful, and great reproach of the "RY in general; 

whereby the mouths of many of other communions, 
who have their eyes upon us, obſerving the extent of 
Hur religious principles and pretenſions, make their 
remarks on our conduct and appearance, and are ready 
to ſay to this effect, Ye were once a plain people, 
« diſtinguiſhable in divers reſpects, particularly in plain · 
© neſs of habit and ſpeech, from all others; but we now 
© can ſcarce know you to be of the community of the 
© Quakers, who at the firſt were very remarkable in 
© their religious conduct, for their humility, plainneſs 
< in apparel and expreſſion, ſimplicity, ſobriety, gravity, 
© and ſelf.denial ; but now, what conformity to the 
* faſhions, cuſtoms, grandeur, and vanities of the world, 


©. are you run and running into, whilſt under the pro- 


© feſlion of the guidance of the Spirit! You are coming 
© over to us apace.“ Oh, therefore, I call upon you in 


a moſt particular and moſt fervent manner, begging of 


you for the Lord's ſake, and the ſake of the riſing gene- 
ration, to lend your helping hand, and be heartily and 
Jointly concerned for the redreſſing and ſuppreſſing 
theſe reproachful grievances, ſo abſurdly inconſiſtent 


with the pure, Plain and amn 5 of T 


we profeſs. 

Dear Friends, pray bear the word of exhortation; 
1 am not' rigidly cenſorious upon my friends, nor, I 
hope, laying too much ſtreſs upon externals; but moſt 
cordially and humbly treat with you, to the end that 
„1 % g dE, | as 
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the aforeſaid reproach we now lie under, may be rolted 
away from our community. 

Firſt, therefore, ye parents, who have the firſt and 
beſt opportunities of making impreſſions upon and 
biaſing the minds of your children, by inſtilling into 
or putting upon them what ye pleaſe ; pray take care 
you do not awaken or indulge, but rather nip in the 
bud, thoſe ſeeds of pride fo interwoven with and im- 
planted in the fallen nature of man. If we take the 
apoſtle's advice, we muſt bring up our children in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord; which is not ar- 
raying them with gaudy apparel, according to the 
mutable faſhions of this world, as they come in vogue 
in the nation. But in caſe any of you, to whom Pro- 
vidence hath given children, are taking undue liberties 
herein, and love to be in theſe vain faſhions, certainly 
you are not only inconſiſtent with the principles your- 
ſelves profeſs, but alſo are ſetting your offspring incon · 
ſilent examples by your conduct; for children think 
they act with authority when "_ have their parents 
for precedents. 

As there is in our natures (as aboveſaid) a propenſity 
to theſe gaities, the ſame being indulged and nurſed up 
tend to divert and alienate the mind from the ſimplicity - 
and gravity of the Truth: yea, alas, where the youth 
of our time are permitted and encouraged to take their 
ſwing in theſe undue liberties, they do not only afford 
frequent occaſion for the aforeſaid reflections, but are 
often accounted to appertain to the numerous elaſs of 

D temporizing 


"7 MEMOIRS OF 


temporizing faſhion-mongers and citizens of this world, 
rather than to the children of New Jeruſalem. | 
If Chriſt, whoſe kingdom is not of this world, ſhould 
be our pattern, we certainly ſhould be plain in dreſs, 
words and behaviour ; if the apoſtle's advice be to 
be minded, we muſt not be conformed to the world, 
but be transformed by the renewing of our minds, and 
lay apart not only filthineſs but all ſuperfluity of 
naughtineſss We muſt own, conformity to the world 
may make its appearance divers ways, and in divers 
ſhapes, but its root lodges in the mind ; and therefore, 
according to the apoſtle's religious precept, we muſt 
be transformed and changed by the internal work of 
the Spirit: we profeſs another and better way of think - 
ing and acting, by the renovation of our minds; and 
though we can by no means effect this inward tranſ- 
formation either in ourſelves or in our children, yet it | 
is the ſenſe of many perſons, truly judicious and ex- 
perienced in the one true Chriſtian religion, that it is a 
duty incumbent on parents to regulate and reſtrict their 

children in their viſible garb and conduct: and though 
we cannot give our children the power of Truth, yet 
it is our duty carefully to bring them up in the form 
thereof, at the ſame time humbly praying to the Lord 
to water our labours with his bleſſing, interpoſe by his 
grace in heir hearts, and fo crown our endeavours with 
ſucceſs by thus granting to them his power, 

Some may ſay, Religion doth not ſtand in outward 


apparel, Anſwer; We own it doth not conſiſt barely 
in 
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in any externals, but in that power which makes clean 
the inſide ; ſo that an exterior rectitude is thereby con- 
ſequently effected, where this power inwardly operating 
in the heart is ſubmitted unto. Thou blind Phariſee,“ 
faith Chriſt, “ cleanſe firſt that which is within the cup 
« and the platter, that the outſide of them may be clean 
« alſo.” Mat. xxiii. 26. Whereby we are informed 
and directed where to begin the work of regulation and 
reformation ; and alſo that a viſible regularity will 
_ enſue upon this inviſible operation, Howbeit, and yet 
nevertheleſs I ſay again, parents and tutors are in the 
mean while to exerciſe themſelves and the authority 
lodged in them, to uſe a proper reſtriction and cor- 


region of what they ſee amiſs in their children, and 


lop off the branches (theſe being things within their 
reach), until it ſhall pleaſe God to lay the axe to the 
root of the tree in them. May we not therefore ſafely 
conclude, that libertiniſm, ſo obvious and glaring in 
any of its deformed ſhapes, is a manifeſt ſymptom of a 
diſorder within; and of the deplorable want of experi- 
encing this abſolutely neceſſary power of regeneration, 
unto which we in the bowels of charity invite all our 
friends, eſpecially thoſe too much ſcattered in the fan- 


taſtick modes, cuſtoms, faſhions, friendſhips and ways of 


this degenerate and depraved age; owning nevertheleſs, 
that ſome perſons appearing in plain garbs to men may 
be inwardly far wrong in the fight of God, We are not 
in any ways countenancing Phariſaiſm, whliſt we thus 
oppugn libertiniſm: the king's high road to heaven lies 
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in the golden medium, even in the midſt of the path of 
judgment. 

As the frequent and repeated advices from the Vearly 
Meetings are againit all bad and vile things, diſag reeable 


to our holy principles; ſo likewiſe againſt the extra- 


vaganies now before us: and how cloſely and warmly, 
and to how good purpoſe, doth our honourable friend 
William Penn write againſt them, in his © No Crofs 
© No Crown, to which I refer. The very trimming 
© of the vain world, would clothe all the naked one, 
faith he in his Reflections and Maxims,* Into which 
exorbitances, eſpecially on the ſcore of attire, furniture 


and equipage, too too many under our name (with re- 


gret be it ſpoken) are now gone and going, notwith- 
ftanding the purity, and (where it is duly obeyed) 
the all- ſuffcient efficacy of our honourable principle of 
Grace and Truth, which comes by Jeſus Chriſt, Truly 
friends, the prevalency of theſe unbecoming things is 
ſuch, and they have got ſo much head amongſt our 
youth and too many of thoſe of mature age, that it 
ſeems very difficult to ſtem the tide of theſe growing 
evil cuſtoms, except it pleaſe the Lord mercifully to 
interpoſe. 

Therefore I find myſelf engaged, as a brother in wa, 
here to ſay, with a certain honourable ancient miniſter 


on the like occaſion, in a great meeting, Friends, if 


© we cannot rule our children, let us rule our purſes.” 
What he meant is plain; if our children are not willing 


to take our counſel and keep within the bounds of 
Truth, 
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Truth, let us not ſupport or ſupply them with money in 
the gratification of themſelves in theſe vanities, which 
bring reproach upon us. 

Again, peradventure there may be ſome children or 
youths in ſome families well diſpoſed and inclined, 
under ſome early influences of the good principle, who 
do not affect theſe trifles themſelves, yet by inſtigation 
of their grand parents or relations are puſhed forward 
into fineries againſt their will, 

Secondly, therefore, I call upon you elders and mint- 
ſters, in the phraſe of the man of Macedonia to the 
apoſtle, * Come over hither, and help us.“ Embrace 
all opportunities of encouraging and ſtrengthening the 
hands of the truly concerned parents; fuitably caution 
the remiſs; and pray admoniſh undutiful and libertine 
children, both by precept and pattern, us vigilant and 
ſcilful paſtors in your reſpective meetings and places 
where your lots are caſt, now in theſe ſorrowful days 
wherein ſo many are ſoaring aloft; and drop a word of 
encouragement to the lowly minded children and youths, 
who may labour under the difficulties above. 

Thirdly, upon conſideration of the powerful aſcendant 
education often has over youth, I now beſpeak you in 
particular, who are intruſted with the care and tutelage 
of young plants, in thoſe weighty and important poſts 
of ſchool-maſters and ſchool· miſtreſſes, eſpecially fuck 
who keep boarding-ſchools ; imploring your hearty and 
unanimous aſliſtance, as neceflary coadjutors, in rectĩ- 
ty ing theſe licentious indecencies. Is it not our in- 
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cumbent duty, with all eireumſpection and diligence to 
watch over the young generation, eſpecially thoſe com- 
mitted. to our diſcipline ; and honeſtly to ſtudy to acquit 
ourſelves as faithful and accountable ſtewards, not over 
the eſtates of our friends, but, which is of infinitely 
greater moment, over the ſouls and conduct of their 
offspring ? Ought we not to account it our indiſpenſable 
duty, to labour with the utmoſt fincerity, application 
and integrity, timely to implant in them (fo far as we 
are capable) the maxims and principles of the one true 
Chriſtian religion, ſtriving to rivet the precepts we 
give by the lives we live? Can any truly conſcientious 
ſchool-maſter and ſchool-miſtreſs be content, to teach 
their ſcholars how to uſe their book, pen, or needle, 
and ſeldom endeavour in a proper manner, to teach 
them even the firſt principles of this moſt honourable, moſt 
neceſſary religion, and above all things, to train them 

up therein? To make them writers, linguiſts, mathema- 
ticians and philoſophers (though within the bounds of 
moderation in a ſubſervient way may be good and 
commendable), is but, in compariſon, a ſmall part of 
our charge, In ſhort, notwithſtanding the difficulty 
obſerved above, if we parents, elders, miniſters, ſchool- 
maſters and miſtreſſes, would heartily concur and exert 
ourſelves in this ſo good a work, there is ground to 
hope, through the bleſſing of God, a ſtop in ſome 
degree might be happily put, to the growth and preva- 
lency of the liberties many are taking in ſuperfluous, 
modiſh, fantaſtical and coſtly apparel, uſing You to a 
| ſingle 
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ſingle perſon, with the untruth- like bowings, eringings 
and vain fleſh-pleaſing ſalutations, &c, ſo diſagreeable 
and repugnant to the croſs of Chriſt, _ | 

But alas, if we or any of us in theſe capacities 
ſhould ourſelves, as above hinted, be found in theſe 
undue liberties, how can we reform thoſe under our 
care? but rather render that complaint of the prophet 
applicable to us, The leaders of this people cauſe 
« them to err, and they that are led of them are de- 
vc ſtroyed,” Iſaiah ix. 10. 

Pray let none ſay, the Lord dk. not regard theſe 
outward things, he looks at the heart, Pleaſe to con- 
fider how he, by the mouth of his prophet, ſeverely 
reprehends and threatens with heavy judgments, thoſe 
among his people who were run into pride in apparel, 
ornaments and geſtures, at that day, in their declenſion 
from the purity and plainneſs of their faithful fore - 
fathers ; deſcending into particulars thus: «© Moreover 
ce the Lord ſaith, becauſe the daughters of Zion are 
« haughty, and walk with ſtretched forth necks and 
* wanton eyes, walking and mincing as they go, and 
« making a tinkling with their feet; therefore the 
« Lord will ſmite with a ſcab the crown of the head of 
« the daughters of Zion, and the Lord will diſcover 
« their ſecret parts. In that day the Lord will take 
« away the bravery of their tinkling ornaments about 
« their feet, and their cawls, and their round tires like 
* the moon, the chains and the bracelets, and the mufflers, 
te the bonnets and the ornaments of the legs, and the 
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1 head-bands and the tablets, and the ear- rings; the 
rings and the noſe jewels, the changeable ſuits of 
, apparel], and the mantles and the wimples, and the 
« criipin- pins, the glaſſes, and the fine linen, and the 
* hoods and the vails. And it ſhall come to paſs, that 
« inſtead of ſweet ſmell there ſhall be ſtink ; and in» 


« ſtead of a girdle, a rent; and inſtead of well ſet hair, 


% baldneſs; and inſtead of a ftomacher, a girding of 
„ fackcloth; and burning inſtead of beauty.“ Iſaiah 
iii. 16, Kc. « I am” (faith our bleſſed Lord, who was 
given a leader to the people, and was the very mirror of 
humility, ſelf-denial and plainneſs, in habit, ſpeech and 
deportment) * the light of the world; he that followeth 
. « me ſhall not abide in darkneſs, but ſhall have the 
light of life.“ John viii. 12. May we not therefore 
juſtly conclude, the airy faſhionable temporizers of 
the times do not follow him, nor imitate his excellent 
example. | TY 
May it alſo be noted, that as thoſe badges of dege- 


neracy were offenſive to the Lord in the foregoing 


diſpenſation, ſa the eminent apoſtles Paul and Peter, 
who undoubtedly had the mind of God, remarkably 
 exhorted to madeſty in dreſs, and warmly at the ſame 
time dehorted from gaudy and expenſive attire, pointing 


out where the principal adorning lies, advifing, * That 


« women adorn themſelves in modeſt apparel, with 
cc ſhamefacedneſs and ſobriety; not with broidered 
« hair, or gold, or pearls, or coſtly array; but (which 

_« becometh 
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« becometh women profeſfivg godlineſs) with y= 
« works.” 1 Tim. ii. 9. 

« Whoſe adorning, let it not be that outward adorn- 
« ing of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or 
« of putting on of apparel; but let it be the hidden 
% man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, 
« even the ornament of a meek and quiet ſpirit, which 
js in the fight of God of great price. For after this 
« manner in the old time, the holy women alſo whe 
c truſted in God adorned themſelves, being in ſub- 
« jection unto their own huſbands. 1 Pet. iii. 3, 4-5. 

Hence therefore it is plain, that our faithful and 
concerned friends (who having the care of the churches 
upon. them, at ſundry times, both from our Yearly 
Meetings at London and at other ſeaſons, have fe- 
riouſly recommended a becoming plainneſs m theſe 
externals, and warmly difcouraged the reverſe, and 
ſtill continue the ſame concern) have divine and apoſto- 
lick authority on their fide, how lightly ſoever ſome. 
may have looked upon thefe labours of love; and if 
we ſhould here alfo deſcend into particulare, we have the 
fame precedents in our favour. Wherefore I now take 
freedom, not out of ill nature, or in a carping ſpirit 
as upbraiding my friends with their weakneſſes, but 
in that love which wiſheth well to all and looks for 
the reparation of all the breaches in the walls of Zion, 
to ſpecify ſome few things vaſtly diſgraceful to the pro- 
feſſors of the glorious light of the Gentiles, viz : the 
lofty and airy poſition of mens hats; the nbbands, 
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knots and ruffles upon womens heads, &c. the curious 
girdles and coſtly diamond buckles we are upbraided 
with, with other pompous and expenſive array : as 
alſo the putting on of mourning apparel for the de- 
ceaſed, with ſome other cuſtoms at funerals, not approved 
of but diſliked and adviſed againſt by our faithful friends, 
as not comporting with the Truth we profeſs. But of all 
the giddy modes, antick and fantaſtick inventions, that 
ever old Satan or his agents, with reſpe& to external 
dreſs, have hitherto vamped up ſince the fall of Adam, 
was there ever any thing contrived ſo much for the 
ruin of female modeſty, and the incitement to ſenſuality 
and corruption, as thoſe immodeſt, indecent, odious, 
extravagant hoops, calculated not for the ſtrait, but 
for the wide gate and broad way leading to deſtruction ? 
Nay, ſome are ready to ſay, Either contract theſe 
© ſcandalous expanded hoops, or elſe enlarge your doors, 
© portals, ſtyles, coaches,” &c. It is mightily ſur- 
* prizing, and really ſhocking,” faith a certain perſon, 
© to think, that any modeſt matron, or any chaſte young 
© woman who is not lunatick or delirious, ſhould ever 
dare to appear in ſuch an aukward and unſeemly 
« dreſs, ſo far from the modeſty which ſhould adorn 
© their ſex, and ſo oppoſite to the ſhamefacedneſs com- 
* mended and recommended by the apoſtle.“ 

We are told with truth,” faith our worthy author 
William Penn, that meekneſs and modeſty are the 
rich and charming attire of the ſoul ; and the plainer 
the dreſs, the more diſtinctly and with greater luſtre 

« their 
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© their beauty ſhines, It is great pity ſuch beauties are 
© ſo rare, and thoſe of Jezabel's forehead are ſo com- 
* mon; whoſe dreſſes are incentives to luſt, and bars, 
© inſtead of motives, to love or virtue.“ 
Dear Friends, although many brethren and fiſters, 
under much trouble and exerciſe to ſee ſo many amongſt 
us ſo notoriouſly deviate from the ſimplicity of our fore- 
fathers in theſe things, in conjunction with myſelf, are 
much concerned for a reformation therein; yet we 
are not intending or deſiring hereby, that our friends, 
either young or old, ſhould be laced up into ſtarched, 
preciſe, or diſhonourable ſingularities ; but only keep 
within the bounds of the bleſſed Truth we profeſs, which 
ever teaches to be good neighbours, loyal ſubjects, 
pious parents, dutiful children, reaſonable maſters, 
faithful ſervants, and, throughout the courſe of our lives 
in all our ſtations and relations, to be juſt, charitable, 
prudently ſociable, - affable, merciful, chaſte, humble 
and temperate; for the divine and honourable prin- 
ciple we profeſs, always teaches to behave handſomely 
and with a good decorum, to ſuperiors, equals and in- 
feriors, not withholding due honour from thoſe to whom 
honour is due (in Truth's way), in what poſt or capa- 
City ſoever ; but has from the beginning ever led thoſe 
that were obedient thereto, out of the vain faſhions, 
ſalutations, cringings and ſcrapings of the world, into 
much more ſolid and real marks of honour, by their 
integrity, fidelity, ſincerity and diſcreet deportment, 
than could or can be rightly expreſſed by the hat-com- 
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pliments and flatteries amongſt men. Wherefore we 
beſeech you to abide in that holy ſanplicity, which was 
one diſtinguiſhing character of our ancient Friends, 
ſome of whom ſuffered deeply for their teſtimony againft 
the hat and knee honour, which ſerves only ta gratify a 
proud mind; remembering the ſaytng of Chriſt Fefus 
our Lord, How can ye believe, which receive honour | 
* one of another, and feek not the honour that cometh 
« frm God only.” John v. 44. 

We are, I affure you dearly beloved, far from defiring 
our elder friends to uſe, or the youth to be educated in 
a rude, unbecoming, unmannerly and clowniſh beha- 
viour; for we know this our principle teaches quite 
the reverſe ; and whilit it makes the Chriſtian, it doth 
not unmake, but improves the rational man, reputable 
tradeſman, and good neighbour ; and the women in like 
manrer, who recommend themſelves more by a modeſt 
appearance, than all the advantage they may apprehend 
they obtain by the contrary: neither do we at all be- 

grudge our rich friends the uſe of the good things and 
comforts of life, according to their eireumſtanees, pro- 
vided they keep within the bounds of that honourable 
moderation, which the apoſtle deſired might appear unto 
all men in the conduct of the behevers: in which if 
our rich brethren and fifters would be exemplary, we 
hope fome perſons of lower ſtations in the world would 
be aſhamed to run the lengths they do. 

Oh! that our rich friends, who live in much plenty, 
abundance and inercaſe of the enjoyments of this life, 

would 
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would duly read, conſider, and apply the advice and 
caution. of the Lord to his people of old, viz. When 
thou haſt eaten and art full, then thou ſhalt bleſs the 
« Lord thy God for the good land which he hath 
« piven thee, Beware that thou forget not the Lord 
ce thy God, in not keeping his commandments, and his 
4 judgments, and his ſtatutes, which I command thee 
« this day: leſt when thou haſt eaten, and art full, and 
te haſt built goodly houfes, and dwelt therein; and when 
e thy herds and thy flocks multiply, and thy filver and 
de thy gold is multiplied ; and all that thou haft is mul. 
ic tiplied ; then thine heart be lifted up, and thou forget 
« the Lord thy God.“ Deut. viii. 10, 11, tz, 13, 14. 

And as theſe extravagancies occaſion reflections and 
ſmart animadverfions from many people, it is very pro- 
bable they have afforded, and do yet afford, occafion of 
ftumbling to many ſeekers and enquirers after the way 
of Truth : it is to be feared many, in a good degree 
convinced of the Truth, obſerving the liberties great 
numbers of the profeſſors thereof take, make uſe of them 
as pleas and apologies for their ſettling on their old 
lees, and coming no further ; ſo on the other hand, 
ſeveral perſons of diſtinction have often much come 
mended and admired the comelineſs of the garb and 
attire of our plain women, who walk according to their 
profeſſion, preferring Friends modeſt dreſs to their own 
gawdy fopperies. So that it is very obſervable, that 
perſons under our profeffion, do not gain but loſe * 
by a conduct diſſonant to their profeſſion. | 
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If any object, that theſe are ſmall and inſignificant 
matters, I anſwer, with the unanimous concurrence 


of ea large cloud of witnefles, that how inſignificant 


ſoever they may now appear to any, our ancient 


friends, in the breaking forth of Truth in the morning 


of the day, found themſelves indiſpenſibly engaged to 
ſtand againſt the corruptions of the world, both reſpect- 
ing apparel, uſing You to a ſingle perſon, and other 
vain flatteries in mens carriage one to another; and 
that all whoſoever yet have embraced our principles 
from real convincement in their judgment, and were 
truly baptized by the Holy Spirit and fire, always found 
it their incumbent duty to decline and diſuſe theſe vain 
cuſtoms, practiſed in the time of their ignorance, Be- 
fides this, how many of our friends children in the time 
of their health, by letting their minds out after the 
vain modiſh faſhions of the times, have laid a founda- 


tion for repentance on ſick and dying beds; and on 


their languiſhing pillows have clearly ſeen, and bitterly 
lamented theſe their errors, being then fully perceived 
and acknowledged to be mere vanities and vexation of 
ſpirit ; which 1s like to prove the caſe of many, who in 
the time of their health, ſtrength and proſperity, will 
not be prevailed upon, neither by the reproofs of in- 
ſtruction in their own minds, nor by the church in ge- 
neral, nor by particulars concerned for their good and 
reputation, to keep within ſuch bounds and limits in 
their deportment and array, as are agreeable to their 
high and holy profeſſion of the Spirit of Truth, 
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The reaſon why ſo many of the profeſſors of Truth 
have in theſe latter times taken ſuch unaccountable 
liberties, appears to the ſenſible and faithful members 
of the church, to be the want of coming .under the real 
work of Truth in themſelves : hereby therefore, in much 
fincerity, brotherly-kindneſs and charity, I earneſtly 
beſeech you my dear friends, of all ſtations, and eſpe- 
cially you who from your infancy have been brought 
up in any of theſe fineries, and you, who having been 
educated in an humble dreſs and deportment, in plain 
families in the north or elſewhere, and coming up to 
the metropolis of this our iſland or other grand populous 
Places, have been too docile and apt in imitating and 
learning the polite airs and fantaſtick modes occurring 
to your notice, and are therein likely to come up with, 
or even outſtrip thoſe who from their cradle have been 
trained up in ſome of theſe gaieties: I ſay, I humbly 
beſeech you all, for the good of your ſouls, and the re- 
putation of our principles and ſociety, to delay no 
longer to embrace the baptiſm and croſs of Chriſt, 
whereby ye may be crucified unto the world and its 
corrupt ways, and the world unto you ; left that befal 
you, which was threatened to the degenerate people of 
old, Inſtead of well ſet hair there ſhall be baldneſs, and 
© inſtead of other ornaments, a girding of ſackcloth ; 
* and burning inſtead of beauty,” | 
Finally, beloved brethren, may we all, both old, 
young, and middle aged, uſe our utmoſt diligence, to 
make our calling and election ſure; adding unto our 

; | faith 


| 
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faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, to knowledge tem- 


perance, to temperance patience, to patience godlineſs, 
to godlineſs brotherly-kindneſs, to brotherly-kindneſs 
charity: if theſe things be in us and abound, we ſhall 
neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of 
our Lord Jefus Chriſt. Farewel, faith your r 
friend and brother, 

DAVID HALL. 
Skipton, the 13th of the | 

Twelſth mo. 1747. 


An Epiſite of Advice to Miniſters, Parents and Children, au. 
dreſſed to the Monthly Mecting of Knareſborough, held at 
Aſquith, the 19th of the Third month, 1752, and to the 
next enſuing Quarterly M-eting at York. 


Dear Friends, Brethren and Siſters, 


As the Apoſtle teſtified in his day, that He that 
&« aſcended on high, led captivity captive, and gave 
ce gifts unto men; and he gave. ſome apoſtles; and 
« ſome pr phets; and ſome evangeliſts ; and ſome 
« paſtors, and teachers; for the perfecting of the ſaints, 
« for the work of the miniſtry, for the edifying of the 
« body of Chriſt;“ Eph. iv. 8. 11, 12. ſo it has pleaſed 
the Fountain of Mercies, in his abundant ad renewed 
loving-kindneſs unto his church and people, to raiſe up 
and anoint many ſuch inſtruments in theſe latter ages of 
the world, for the fame good and great end and ſervice. 
But, 
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But, O beloved Friends, in conſideration that theſe 
kinds of uſeful and valuable inftraments and ornaments, 
are now in- many places reduced to a very few in num- 
ber, (many being gone from works to rewards) it 
ſprings in my heart in the love of the everlaſting 
goſpel of peace, which ever did and doth breathe out, 
« Glory to God in the higheſt, on earth peace and 
« goodwill towards men,“ to call upon you miniſters, 
that are yet left, in the words of a faithful ſervant of 
the Lord to the church in his day, Watch ye, ſtand 
« faſt in the faith, quit you like men and be ſtrong; 
1 Cor. xvi. 13. defiring likewiſe, that the advice of the 
Apoſtle Paul to his beloved Timothy,- may be duly 
obſerved by us all, Study to ſhew thyſelf approved 
C unto God, a workman that needeth not to be aſhamed, 
« rightly dividing the word of Truth; 2 Tim. ii. 15. 
ever mindful of the Apoſtle Peter's advice, “If any 
man ſpeak, let him ſpeak as the oracles of God: If 
« any man miniſter, let him do it as of the ability 
« which God giveth, that God in all things may be 
ce gloriſied through Jeſus Chriſt.” 1 Pet. v. 17. 

I further alſo find in my heart a cloſe concern to call 
upon and intreat you minifters, elders, parents of chil- 
dren, and all who have at heart the cauſe of Truth and 
_ proſperity of Zion, that we may humbly and jointly ap- 
proach the Throne of Grace, as we find our way open, 
and there ynanimouſly pour out our fincere prayers and 
hearty interceſſions to the Father of mercies, on behalf, 
not only of our own immediate offspring but of all che 


young 
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young and riſing generation in general, that he would 
be graciouſly pleaſed to acquaint them with the day of 


his power, and bring them under the bleſſed croſs of 


Chriſt, and the refining baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt and 
of fire, that ſo (the ſpirit of Elijah reſting upon Eliſha) 
they may come up in the right line, under ſuitable 
qualifications for the ſeveral ſervices in the body of 
Chriſt, that many rightly anointed and ſpirited planters 
and waterers may ſucceſſively be ſent into the vineyard, 
and that our Chriſtian diſcipline may (from one gene- 
ration to another) fall under the care of ſuch as are or 
may be of ſanctified hearts and clean hands: in which 
weighty concern and application, we may receive en- 


couragement from this conſideration, that when our 


bleſſed Lord obſerved to his diſciples, that © the har- 
« veſt truly was great and plenteous, but the labourers 
few, he moved them to addreſs the Lord of the 
harveſt, ©* That he would be pleaſed to ſend forth more 
faithful labourers into his harveſt.” 

May we alſo remember, my dearly beloved, how the 
Lord ſpake comfortably to the church of old, promiſing 
that he would mercifully regard them and their chil- 
dren, as in Iſaiah, Fear not, O Jacob my ſervant, 
« and thou jeſurun whom 1 have choſen ; for I will 
cc pour water upon him that is thirſty, and floods upon 
e the dry ground: I will pour my ſpirit upon thy ſeed, 
« and my bleſſing upon thine offspring; and they ſhall 
« ſpring up as among the graſs, as willows by the water 


« courſes,” Iſa. xliv, 2, 3, 4. O that we may truly 


wait 


wait and wreſtle with him for the like bleffing : and 1 
much long that we may be tenderly concerned in the 
ſpirit of the goſpel, that the loſt ſheep may be ſought 
out and brought home to the fold again, and the prodi- 
gals may return to the father's houſe, 

And now, ye dear young perſons, deſcendants of be- 
lieving parents, I tenderly beſeech you by the mercies 
of Chriſt, that ye turn in your minds, and wait for the 
manifeſtation and appearance of the bleſſed Spirit of 
God, the root and ſource of all good pifts and ſervices 
in the church, in the profeſſion of which holy principle 
ye have had your education ; that coming to experience 
the heavenly influences thereof, ye may happily witneſs 
your minds and affections weaned and drawn from 
things that are below, and fixed upon things which are 
above ; that ye may be entirely reſigned and given up 
to the ſervice of the Lord in your day and generation, 
like Moſes of old who, when he was come to years, 
« refuſed to be called the ſon of Pharaoh's daughter; 
„ choofing rather to ſuffer affliction with the people of 
* God, than to enjoy the pleaſures of fin for a ſeaſon 4 
* eſteeming the reproach of Chriſt greater riches than 
« the treaſures of Egypt; for he had reſpect unto the 
* recompence of the reward.“ Heb. xi. 25, 26. 

May the glory of God, the ſalvation of your own 
ſouls, the ſervice of the church in your day, as a three- 
fold cord, tend to draw you to ſolid thoughtfulneſs, 
true devotion, and the practical part of the pure reli- 
gion and undefiled before God and the Father. 
| You 


* 
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You have had many calls and loving invitations : 


you have had line upon line and precept upon precept, 
both mediately and immediately, which will riſe up 
in condemnation againſt the temporizing, licentious, 
haughty and unadviſeable, as well as the indolent 
youths ; and ſuch (if they perſiſt obſtinate and unad- 
viſeable) may have to mourn at the laſt, when their 
fleſh and their body are conſumed, and ſay each of 
them, How have I hated inſtruQtion, and my heart 
deſpiſed reproof ; and have not obeyed the voice of my 
teacher, nor inclined mine ear to them that inſtructed 


me! While the towardly, dutiful, humble, religious, 


circumipe& youths, will be bleſſed both ſpiritually and 


temporally ; and experimentally know the truth of that 


apoſtolical aſſertion, Godlineſs is profitable unto all 
« things, having the promiſe of the life that now is, and 
ce of that which is to come.“ 1 Tim. iv. 8. 

O! that children would duly and ſeriouſly conſider, 
how indiſpeniible an obligation they are under to be 
ſubmiſſive and dutiful to parents and their wholeſome 
admonitions, even from that expreſs command of the 


Almighty, written by his own finger, Honor thy 
« father and mother, that thy days may be lang upon 


© the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee ;” 
Exod, xx. 12. which is alſo nutably recommended, re- 
inforced and confirmed by the Apoſtle on this wiſe, 
« Children, obey your parents in the Lord; for this 
« jg right: Honour thy father and mother, (which is 
the firſt commandment with promiſe) that it may be 


« well 
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te well with thee, and thou mayeſt live long on the 
cc earth; adding alſo in the fame place neceſſary 
counſel to fathers, ſaying, © And ye fathers, provoke 
* not your children to wrath, but bring them up in the 
* nurture and admonition of the Lord; not forgetting 
ſervants and maſters, whom he thus adviſeth, „Ser- 
e vants, be obedient to them that are your maſters ac- 
« cording to the fleſh, with fear and trembling, in 
c ſingleneſs of your heart, as unto Chriſt : not with 
ce eye-ſervice, as men- pleaſers, &c. And ve maſters, 
do the ſame things unto them; forbearing threaten- 
“ ing; knowing that your Maſter is in heaven; neither 
ce is there reſpect of perſons with him.” Epheſ. vi. 
Neithex let thoſe ſons and daughters who are grown 
up, vainly imagine that they are above, out of the 
reach, and exempted from the obligation of the above- 
ſaid commandment, and need not now apply to their 
pious parents for their good advice, or regard it when 
given; leſt they become conceited in their own eyes, 
and be found guilty of that heinous fin of ingratitude, 
in ſetting light by father and mother: for as child - 
ren's contempt and flight of parents, and their good 
advice, hath ever been and ſtill is highly offenfive to 
the Almighty, as appears by that dreadful curſe de- 
nounced upon Mount Ebal, in theſe words, “ Curſed 
« be he that ſetteth light by his father or his mother, 
« and all the people ſhall ſay, Amen:“ Deut. xxvii. 16. 
fo likewiſe the fond indulgence, remiſſneſs and ſlack- 
neſs of ſuch parents, as are too eaſy and backward in 
performing 
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performing that their incumbent duty, of reſtraining 
their children from undue liberties, and honeſtly train- 
ing them up in the ways of virtue, is no leſs ſo; as is 
evident from the words of the Lord himſelf to that 
pious ſtripling Samuel, touching Eli's lamentable 
omiſſion of duty, in exerting his paternal authority 
for curbing the extrayagancies of his ſons, expreſſed 
thus; “ In that day I will perform againſt Eli, all 
de things which I have ſpoken concerning his houſe : 
« when I begin, I will alſo make an end, For I have 
« told him, that I will judge his houſe for ever, for 
« the iniquity which he knoweth; becauſe his ſons 


ce made themſelves vile, and he reſtrained them not.“ 


1 Sam. iii. 12, 

On the other hand, a fervent and truly conſcientious 
concern in parents and governors of families, not only 
to admoniſh thoſe under their care, but even with zeal 
and prudence to lay their commands upon them as 
occaſion may require, according to the authority 
lodged in them, is always well pleaſing to the Lord; 


as is manifeſt in the caſe of faithful Abraham, reſpect- 


ing his care in the economy of his family: Shall 1,” 
ſaith the Lord, hide from Abraham that thing which 
&« I do! for I know him, that he will command his 
« children and his houſehold after him, and they ſhall 
« keep the way of the Lord, to do juſtice and judg- 
% ment,” Gen. xviii, 17. 19. 


It muſt certainly be a very heavy load upon liber- 


tine and unadviſeable children, when they have juſtly 
| to 
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to reflect on themſelves, that they have both imbittered 
their good parents lives, and (perhaps, ſometimes) 
brought their gray hairs down to the grave in ſorrow; 
and alſo have, by their diſobedience and rebellion, 
occaſioned and drawn down the Lord's juſt diſpleaſure 
upon themſel ves: it muſt alſo inevitably be cauſe of 
great and heavy diſtreſs, when parents, having been 
remiſs and ſlack in the management and inſtitution of 
their children, and obſerving their looſe courſes, are con- 
ſcious to themſelves that they are not clear of their 
childrens blood. Is it not alſo a piece of mere vanity, 
folly and abſurd indiſcretion, generally terminating 
in vexation of ſpirit, that any parent or parents ſhould 
engroſs his or their time and faculties, in accumulating 
great portions in this world for their offspring ; by 
which proceedings, the poor imprudent parents are not 
only themſelves often diverted from the chief and moſt 
important buſineſs of their day and generation, their 
ſpiritual talents buried in the earth, and the good ſeed 
choaked in them by the inordinate cares of this life 
and deceitfulneſs of riches ; but their children alſo are 
too often puffed up with their ample portions, and 
likely to be carried away and elevated above the ſim- 
plicity of the Truth, and the bleſſed croſs of Chriſt ; 
ſometimes ſcarcely retaining even the form of Truth ? 

How highly imprudent therefore muſt it be, that any 
parents ſhould in a great meaſure loſe themſelves, 
and curtail their ſervice in the church, by acquiring 
and raking together that which may endanger their 
own 


| 
i 
| 
Z 
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own peace, happineſs and ſaſety, and tend to che very 
great loſs of their poſterity! Wherefore I fervently 
defire that every father aud mother of children, may 
de far more anxious and concerned, that their children 
may get the Truth for their portion, and the God of 
Jacob for the lot of their inheritance, than that they 


K+ may become rich, full and grand in this world; unto 


which concern, the principle of the Spirit of Truth we 
profeſs, will ever lead thoſe that obey it. But alas! 
alas! for want of duly attending upon this, and faith- 
fully following its guidance, how has the love of 
money, and the defire after riches and grandeur, pre- 
vailed in theſe times of eaſe and liberty, which the 
church hath long been in a great degree favoured with, 
(as a great calm after the violent ſtorms of perſecution, 
which our forefathers endured.) Is it not too plain 
that the cauſe of Truth hath ſuffered much thereby? 
Pray, Friends, let us be very cautious in this dan- 
gerous reſpect. viz. in the too eager purſuit after the 
fading enjoyments of thts world ; not forgetting what 
the apoſtle ſays thereupon, ** But they that will be rich 
« fall into temptation and a ſnare, and into many 
« fooliſh and hurtful luſts, which drown men in de- 
«* ſtruction and per dition. For the love of money is 
« the root of all evil; which while ſome coveted after, 
« they have erred from the faith, and pierced them- 
« ſelves through with many ſorrows.” 1 Tim. vi. 9, 10. 
Finally, my dear brethren, I beſeech you, inaſmuch 
as that ſolemn time is coming on, wherein it will in 
effect 
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effect be ſaid to each of us, in what ſtation or capacity 
ſoever we now are (whether miniſters or elders, pa- 
rents or children, maſters or ſervants), Come, give an 
% account of thy ſtewardſhip, for thou mayeſt be no 
« longer ſteward ;”* let us all diligently come up in the 
faithful diſcharge of our feveral duties to God, and 
reciprocally one to another in our reſpective ſtations 
and relations, giving diligence to make our calling and 
election ſure ; and ever labouring with the utmoſt ſin- 
cerity and circumſpeQion, in that wiſdom which is firſt 
pure, then peaceable and eaſy to be entreated, full of 
mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without 
hypocriſy, to preſerve and promote peace, concord, 
and brotherly condeſcenſion in all our reſpective fa- 
milies and meetings, and, ſo far as in us lies, in the 
whole Society, and timely to racing every oppo. 
ance of the contrary, | 


So wiſheth, ſo prayeth, your affectionate brother, 
concerned i in my meaſure for Zion's proſperity, 


DAVID HALL, 


Skipton, the 38th of the Third month, 
1 75 2. 
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EPISTLES 
X 


Friends in Great Britain, or elſewhere. 


To Friends of Knareſborough Monthly Meeting, held at 
Aſzuith the 2 1. of the Twelfth Month, 1752 ; and to 
the next enfuing Duarterly Meeting at York, which is 
now extended to the Quarterly and Monthly r of 
Friends in Great —_— or > ps 


Dearly beloved Friends, 


N OTWITHSTANDING line upon line, precept 
upon precept, and many wholeſome advices ſuitable 
to divers ſtates in the church, have been from time to 


time heretofore adminiſtered by ſeveral worthy Friends, 


and I truſt have been, and ſtill may be of ſervice if 
duly applied ; yet, nevertheleſs, in my confinement at 
home occaſioned by ſome indiſpoſition of body, having 
had frequent opportunity of ſolidly remembering my 
Friends abroad, and weightily conſidering the preſent 


ſtate of the church, I have of late time found my mind, 


engaged and drawn (I humbly hope by the cords of 
| goſpel 
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goſpel love, purſuant to the direction in Job, « To 
« him that is afflicted, pity ſhould be ſhewed from his 
« friend; Job vi. 14.) to ſeek out all the honeſt- 
hearted and faithful poor Friends, and ęven thoſe of 
the loweſt eſtate in our Iſrael, and cordially to pay 
them the following epiſtolary viſit, in all their various 
exerciſes and probations, wherever their lots are caſt; 
which I now here offer to your peruſal, and ferious 
conſideration. And inaſmuch as (if I miſtake not) the 
following lines proceed from that univerſal love, which 
is not confined within the bounds of one Monthly 
Meeting or county, I could defire they might be ſuf- 
fered to circulate further: howbeit, with that due ſub- 
miſſion, in which it always becomes and behoves any 
one member of the body to appear, whenever he or ſhe 
may make any propoſitions: to the Saciety, I refer the 
matter to my dear Friends judgment and determinations 
who am, in the love of Truth, 


Your kindly affectqnate friend and brother, | 
at HALL, 


i c 
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To the Poor, and thoſe even of the loweſt degree and rank 
in 1ſrael as touching the things of this life, whereſoever 

| they are ſcattered, who, profeſſing the bleſſed principle of - 
Truth, are honeſtly endeavouring by the afſilance thereof, 
o to order their whole converſation, as that they may have 
a conſcience always void of offence toward God and toward 
men, according to their ſeveral growths and capacities, 
though attended with many exerciſes, ſtraits and pinching 
eircumſtances on divers accounts 5 a nearly ſympathizing 
brother of theirs in tribulation, who often remembers them 
in the bowels of goſpel love and charity, wiſheth con- 
ſolation, and tenderly ſendeth greeting. | 


My dear Friends, brethren and ſiſters in tribulation, 


Ir is moſt certain, that the love of God, through 
Chriſt his Son our Saviour, is in a merciful day of 
viſitation extended to all men, of all nations and 
ſtations, high and low, rich and poor, in order for 
their redemption, reconciliation and ſalvation ; yet in 
a peculiar manner, I am humbly and thankfully ſen- 
fible, that even the very good will of him that dwelt in 
the buſh (when juſt about to ſend ſeaſonable relief to his 
afflicted people ſighing and groaning in the land of 
Egypt) runs with a flowing ſtream abundantly, to his 
upright-hearted faithful poor ſervants, that are going. 
through many tribulations, often drinking various 
bitter cups, and frequently meeting with diſagreeable 
things; to the end that their bitter cups may be 
% ſweetened - 
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ſweetened and ſanctified by his heavenly life-giving 
preſence, as ſure as ever the bitter waters of Marah 
were by him, through the mediation of Mofes, made 
ſweet and refreſhing to his poor people in their travels 
through the wilderneſs, towards the land flowing with 
milk and honey; and that the poor in Iſrael may expert- 
mentally underſtand the truth of the Apoſtle's aſſertion, 
« All things work together for * to them that love 

God.“ Rom. viii. 28. 8 
Dear hearts! it ſprings up in my mind 5 unto 
you, O be not diſmayed, nor diſcouraged, for although 
you may at times be ready to lament yourſelves, under 
apprehenſions that you are ſunk and preſſed down very 
low ; yet, be aſſured, the eternal God is your refuge, 
and underneath -are the everlaſting arms: in all your 
proving junctures, labour to ſtand ſtill, and fee the ſal- 
vation of the Lord; and I doubt not but you will wit- 
neſs that bleſſed hope, ſo often ſpoken of by the apoſ- 
tle, to be unto you as an anchor of your poor toſſed 
ſouls, both ſure and ſtedfaſt, and which entereth into 
that within the vail, Let us ever remember, that the 
merciful regard of the Almighty was, in all ages and 
diſpenſations, fignally manifeſted to his poor ſuffering 
people in all their difficulties, © When they were but 
« a few men in number,“ ſaith the text, © yea very 
« few and ſtrangers in the land: when they went from. 
« one nation to another, from one kingdom to another 
«« people, he ſuffered no man to do them wrong: yea, 
he repraved kings for their ſakes, ſaying, touch not 
E3 % mine 
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« mine anointed, and do my prophets no harm,” Pſal. 
cv. 12, 13, 14, 15. For he that toucheth you, 
* toucheth the apple of his eye.” Zach. ii, 8. „He 
« found him,“ faith Moſes in his ſong, “in a deſart 
« land, and in the waſte howling wilderneſs : he led 
« him about, he inſtructed him, he kept him as the 
te apple of his eye.” Deut. xxxii. 10. In all their 
de afflictions he was afflicted, ſaith Iſaiah, „and the 
« angel of his preſence ſaved them; in his love and in 
ec his pity he redeemed them, and he bare them, and 
« carried them all the days of old.” Ifai. Ixiii. 9. 

In the foregoing places we may plainly perceive, 
how engaging and well-pleaſing to the Lord the faith« 
falneſs of his people is, and ever was; for he ſaid, 


_.. * Surely they are my people, children that will not 


lie: ſo he was their Saviour.” Iſa. Ixiii. 8. 
- Moreover, my beloved, may all the faithful and 
poor in Iſrael! be encouraged by the privileges, virtues, 
and promiſes of the goſpel : < Strengthen ye the weak 
- © hands, and confirm the feeble knees: ſay to them 
* that are of a fearful heart, Be ſtrong, fear not; be- 
* hold your God will come with vengeance, even God 
ert with a recompenſe, he will come and ſave you,“ 
faith that ſame evangelical prophet. Ifa. xxxv. 3, 4 
Again, And in that day ſhall the deaf hear the 
« words of the book, and the eyes of the blind ſhall 
ct ſee out of obſcurity, and out of darkneſs, The 
50 meek alſo ſhall increaſe their Joy in the Lord, and 
i ; - tt the” 
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« the poor among men ſhall rejoice in the Holy One of 
« Iſrael.” Ia. xxix. 18, 19. 

What good cauſe therefore have all the faithful 2 
upright in heart, in how low ſituation ſoever in this 
world, to be encouraged and truſt in the Lord ?—- 
For as one of his tried ſervants teſtiſied, The angel 
* of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear 

« him, and delivereth them.” Pſal. xxiv. 7. | 

How amiable therefore, how excellent muſt the very 


tents and ſituations of the upright in heart be (thought 


never ſo poor as to this fading world), who have the 
highly valuable pearls and riches of faith, hope and 
charity within; and ſuch a powerful, glorious and hea-' 


venly Protector, to guard and defend them in their ſoli- 


tary habitations. May not we then juſtly account 


theſe the truly noble and right honourable princes and 


ptinoeſſes in Iſrael, comforted and made glad by the 
lifting up of the light of the countenance of the Lord; 
while he reſiſteth and beholdeth the proud afar off, 


though they be the grandees of this world, dwelling as 


in ſpacious palaces, faring ſumptuouſly every day, and 


ſtretching themſelves on their ſoft and delicate couches 
and beds of down? My heart is open to you in the 


love of Truth, being encouraged and comforted in this 


my viſit and ſalutation unto you, humbly remembring 


the words of the royal Pſalmiſt, “ Bleſſed is he that 


« conſidereth the poor, the Lord will deliver him in 
« time of trouble.” Pſal. xli. 1. 


But, O my beloved, that I may pay you this viſit of 
E 4 love 


* 


ee OE — - 
A _ * ———— — be 


2 


— = — 

A — —- — I — 

— 4 e 
5 * _ _ 


— 
—— 


104 MEMOIRS OP 


love as thoroughly as I am capable—that, as I may 
ſay, I may ſee all your ſolitary cottages tents and fa- 
milies, and greet you one by one from houſe to houſe, 
I am engaged and drawn by the cords of love to de- 
ſcend to the following particulars, viz, | 

iſt. To the widows and fatherleſs, 

2d. To Orphans, 

3d. To thoſe in the ſtation of apprentices. . 

4th. To men-ſervants and maid-ſervants ; as alſo to 
the poor young people among Friends in general, in 
what ſtation ſoever they be, whether married or un- 
married, boarders in Friends families, journeymen, or 
ſuch as are juſt opening ſhops and beginning buſineſs 
for themſelves, in their ſtrait and narrow circumſtances. 

5th. To fathers and ae, with their children in 


their families. 


6th. To the aged and infirm, whether tl by 
the church or otherwiſe, 

Firſt, O ye dear widows, who are widows indeed (I 
mean faithful according to knowledge, for to ſuch I 
am now writing), although in ſome reſpects your ſtates 
may look diſconſolate and diſcouraging, being as lone - 
ſome doves without your mates, yet the ſpecial regard 
of the Fountain of Mercies is ſuch towards you, that 
even to pay you and your poor fatherleſs children a 
viſit in your afflictions, is affirmed by the holy apoſtle, 
to be a part of the . pure religion, and undefiled be- 
« fore God and the Father;” James i. 27. and the 


Lord God himſelf, in his tender mercy and pity, many 
hundred 


hundred years before the apoſtle declared thoſe his- 
ſentiments, hath often expreſſed his tender care and 
compaſſionate regard to perſons in your ſituation, as 
particularly in Jeremiah, Leave thy fatherleſs child - 
« ren,” ſaith he, © I will preſerve them alive, and let 
« thy widows truſt in me.” Jer. xlix, 11. Alſo when 
the Lord is treating with the degenerate Jews, he mer- 
cifully condeſcends to propoſe what was to be done, 
and what ſteps were to be taken by them, in order 
that they might be reconciled unto him; three of 
which were theſe following, ** Relieve the oppreſſed : 
Judge the fatherleſs : Plead for the widow.” Iſa. I. 17. 
Notwithſtanding, ye pious widows, - my honoured 
Friends, ye are deprived of your dear huſbands, do 
not deſpond, but receive ye conſolation in this, that 
God in his holy habitation is your judge. And al- 
though, O ye dear fatherlefs children, who are of or- 
derly conduct, and are deſirous to- grow in grace and 
the ſaving knowledge of God, though ye be left deſ- 
titute of natural fathers, God is and will be much 
more than a natural father unto each of you, fo long; 
as ye ſhall continue and perſevere in the ways of vir- 
tue; “ A father of the fatherleſs,” faith the kingly. 
prophet, a judge of the widows, is God in his holy 
«« habitation ;?* Pſalm vii 5. Who alſo gave a ſtrict 
charge concerning perſons in your condition, on this 
wiſe; „e ſhall not afflict any widow or. fatherleſs 
«. child,” faith the Lord, Exod. xxii, 22. Likewiſe 
the Plalmiſt teſtifies, . The Lord preſerveth the ftran« 
Es Feta, 
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ce gers, he relieveth the fatherleſs and widow,” Pfalm 
exlvi. hy-. | 
May it be remembered for your encouragement, O 
ye poor widows, how our unchangeable God, in his 
tender mercy, had compaſſion upon two of your deeply 
tried fiſters in former days, when under very diſcon- 
folate circumſtances : and O, ye dear fatherleſs children, 
how three of your brothers were at the ſame time mer- 
cifully and miraculouſly relieved. The huſband of the 
. firſt widow dying, left her in ftrait and afflicting cir-- 
cumſtances, ſo that the creditor was ready to lay hands 
on her two ſons, and take them for bondmen; but 
upon an humble and honeſt application to the Lord's 
ſervant Eliſha, the Lord bleſſed her little oil, and al- 
leviated her diſtreſſed caſe. 2 Kings, iv. 1. The ſecond 
I fpeak of, was the widow of Zarephath, to whom the 
prophet Elijah was ſent for ſuſtenance in a tink of great 
ſcarcity ; which poor widow had only an handful of 
meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruſe, for the 
ſupport of herſelf and her poor fatherlefs child ; yet 
being under the tender notice of the Judge of the 
widow and the Father of the fatherleſs, they -both 
with their ſmall proviſion were mightily bleſſed, and 
had a ſufficiency granted them, both for the prophet's 
cake in the firſt place, and their own ſeaſonable relief. 
1 Kings, xvii. 12. Truſt therefore in the Lord, caft 
your care upon him, for he-careth for you, as he ever 
hath done heretofore for the faithful widows and inno- 
cent fatherleſs, Es 
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Notwithſtanding we do not expect ſuch miracles to 
be wrought upon our oil and meal in the ſame degree, 
yet the bleſſing of God maketh poor widows and father- 
leſs rich, and gives them, in their low eſtate, really to 
experience the truth of that worthy aſſertion of the 
apoſtle, © Godlineſs with contentment 1s great gain.“ 
1. Tim. vi. 6, The Lord bleſs you, and fanftify you 
onto himfelf, and your circumſtances unto you! * She“ 
faith the apoſtle, <* that is a widow indeed and deſo- 
late, truſteth in God, and continueth in ſupplications 
* and prayers night and day.” 1 Tim. v. 5. I hope, 
dear ſiſters, you, under the like pious depending con- 
cern and devout exerciſe, are journeying along. And 
be ſure take heed that none of you let in reaſonings, 
that you have never been capable of being ſo ſervice- 
able as many others have been, in thoſe particulars men- 
tioned by the apoſtle, that is to ſay, in lodging ſtran- 
gers, in waſhing the ſaints feet, 1 in relieving the afflicted, 
&c. For if you have been, are; and ſhall be honeſtly 
concerned to do your beft, your mites have been, are, 
and will be accepted, as certainly as ever your ſiſters of 
old were not only accepted, but even commended: and 
preferred before the large gifts which the rich perſons 
out of their abundance had caſt into the treafury. So 
pray be not uneaſy on ſuch accounts; if ye have done 
wbat you could it is enough, let not your heart be 
troubled, < For,“ as ſaith the apoſtle, « if there be 
"VO A . mind, it is accepted according to 
E 6 l 
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e that a man hath, and not according to that he hath _ 
1 * not.” 2 Cor. viii. 12. | 
[i And, O ye dear fatherleſs children, whenever i it may 
fo fall out, that the circumſtances of your poor mothers, 
by reaſon of ſickneſs, old age, or any other accident, 
may require your ſuccour and aſſiſtance; and as you are 

| and ſhall be ready and willing, after the bet manner 
you are capable, affectionately to help and attend them 
1 in their neceſſitous conditions, you will undoubtedly 
. have much peace of mind in thus expreſſing the marks 
of your gratitude and affection, and a bleſſed reward 
will from the Lord certainly be given unto you: which 
good offices, both natural affection and the truth, always 
incline virtuous children without grudging to perform, 
as their incumbent and reaſonable duty, in honourable 
retaliation to their tender mothers, who took ſo much 
care of them when they were not capable to take care 
of themſelves. 

Mark, all ſincere and faithful poor widowers, are, in 
all their traits, with their hopeful children, included in 

üs compaſſionate ſalutation. Farewel, J muſt at pre- 
Te Z leave you, and proceed to the next particular, 
where | ſhall find, 

2. You dear orphans, that are now left without 
fathers and mothers in a dangerous and troubleſome 
world, my bowels yearn over you, and in the arms of 
love I embrace you, begging you may not be too much 
caſt down. Only hve in the fear of God, and do your 
beſt according to knowledge to obey his requirings, and 

. he 
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he will certainly take care of you; © When my father 
« and mother” ſaith the Pſalmiſt, . forſake me, then 
« the Lord will take me up.” Pſalm xxvii. 10, The 
ſtay or continuance of the moſt near and dear relations 
here is altogether uncertain ;z we ſee how ſoon huſbands 
are, by death, ſeparated from their wives, and wives 
from huſbands, parents from children, and children from 
parents ; but I have often thought, and ſometimes told 
children, of that everlaſting Father, whom the evan- 
gelical prophet in a moſt moving manner ſpeaks of, 
That when widows, fatherleſs, orphans, &c. are left in 
this vale of tears, ſomething like mournful pelicans in 
the deſolate wilderneſs, and as complaining ſparrows on 
the houſe-top, they might in faith look up unto this 
everlaſting Father, and be comforted, relieved and 


preſerved. The evangelical prophet thus expreſſes his 


glorious and heart - affecting prediction, “ For unto us 
« a child is born, unto us a Son 1s given; and the 
« government ſhall be upon his ſhoulder; and his 
«© name ſhall be called Wonderful, Counſellor, the 
« Mighty God, the Everlaſting Father, the Prince of 
« Peace: of the increaſe of his government and 
« peace there ſhall be no end.” Iſaiah ix. 6,7, 0 
dear creatures, if he be your counſellor, and if you, and 
all now ſaluted in this epiſtle, ſtand in and obey his 
counſel, you ſhall certainly know him to be unto you 
the mighty God to preſerve, protect, deliver and ſave 
you; and alſo the Prince of Peace, to ſet up and 
eſtabliſh his peaceable kingdom in your hearts, and 
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there to ſway his righteous ſceptre ; and alſo to be unts 
you a never failing and everlaſting Father, to nouriſh 
and provide for you according to his wiſdom, and to 
fupply your wants by his blefling upon one's honeſt 
endeavours. 

Therefore, dear children, be of good courage, if your 
natural fathers and mothers have left you, your beſt, 
moſt certain, moſt powerful and everlaſting Father ever 
remains, and cannot be removed into a corner. Fares 


well! I recommend you to him, and leave you under 


his care, and proceed to the next particular, even to, 
 3dly. You honeſt-and well- minded truſty appren- 
tices, whom I ſalute in much love, and for your encou- 
ragement tell you, that many, being faithful to the Lord, 
and to their own maſters (according to the beſt of 
their underſtandings) thongh but very poor as to this 
world, and even of mean capacities too in compariſon 
as to natural or acquired parts, have made. notable im- 
provements in their own. natural parts, and in the arts 
and myſteries that they were bound apprentices to learn; 
have been wonderfully bleſſed by Divine Providence; 
have laid a foundation in their apprenticeſhips, far their 
becoming in due time honourable tradeſmen upon their 
own bottom; yea, many have riſen (through God's 
bleſſing on their honeſt endeavours) from poor laborious 
apprentices, to proſperous rich and honourable maſters 3: 
and often even have been anointed for the miniſtration 
of the glorious goſpel, and divers good ſervices in the 
church of Chriſt: while ſome ich mens ſons have 
2 turned 
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turned prodigals, ſpent their ſubſtance in bad companys 
and have landed among inſolvent debtors in priſon- 
houſes. Therefore, dear children, continue faithful, 
have your dependence upon Jacob's God, and he can 
raiſe you from the very loweſt ſtate, even from the dung- 
hill, to ſi among princes. Pleaſe to remember Jacob's 
having entered into covenant with the Lord, the articles 
whereof were on this wiſe—** That if the Lord would 
t pive him bread to eat, and raiment to put on, and 
« preſerve and bring him ſafe to his fathers houſe at 
« Jaft, he ſhould be his God.” Gen. xxviii. 20, 21, 
After twenty years faithful and hard ſervice in his 
uncle Laban's houſe and field, he became a religious 
prudent and -exemplary maſter of a large family, and 
was made even two bands: he was as a bleſſing to his 
uncle's flock and family; fo often do faithful and con- 
ſcientious apprentices prove to their maſters families, 
Thoſe that are bound as apprentices, and proceed ho- 
neſtly in all their conduct, they are like as if they were 
caſting good ſeed into the ground, which afterwards 
will produce a plentiful harveſt; ſuch grow 'in favour 
with God and good friends, who will always be ready 
with pleaſare to afliſt them, as occaſion may require: 
for thoſe friends, in whoſe hearts the truth and goſ- 
pel ſpirit prevail and preſide, have always a tender re- 
gard to all ſuch as this epiſtle is directed to, whom theſe 
poor creatures may freely conſult and adviſe with in 
any difficult emergency: whilſt they who are only eye- 
ſervants, and in their maſter's abſence loiter, purloin; 

"OM and 
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and are unfaithful, lay a foundation for ſhame, poverty, 


and ſometimes for the houſe of correction too. The 


Lord bleſs yon, and preſerve you! I muſt proceed 0 


the next particular. 
Athly. My well eſteemed friends, who are of orderly 


converſation and religiouſly inclined, in the ſtations 


of men-ſervants and maid-ſervants, be of good courage 


in the honeſt diſcharge of your duties to your maſters, 
miſtrefſes, and their children, looking up unto, and 
begging a bleſſing of your good and great Lord and 
Maſter, who is in heaven; ſo you will be preſerved by 
him from the many ſnares of your grand enemy and his 
agents, which are cunningly and ſubtilly laid for the 
feet of our dear young people, in their ſeveral poſts and 


capacities. As you perſevere in the ways of virtue, 


you may become (with the truſty and hopeful appren- 
tices) a bleſſing and advantage to your maſters? families, 


being goodexamples to their children: thus proceeding, | 


though you have but little in this world, the God of 
Jacob will bleſs your baſket and your ſtore, and add unta 
you many, bleſſings, even beyond. your expeQation ; for 
you being ſervants, will by the Trath be made the Lord's 
free men and free women, and if the 'Truth make you 
free, then are you free indeed. Such young perſons 
as theſe, are with the faithful widows aboveſaid, worthy 
of double honour: theſe have a. bleſſed portion in the 
Truth: theſe have a goodly heritage, and are, by the 
Lord and his people, eſteemed far above thoſe that are 


rich as to the * of this life, and are high and irre- 
| ligious, 
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ligious. As you continue thus. in the way of well- 
doing, ye may become very ſerviceable to the church 
of Chriſt in your generation, it may be both in the diſ- 
cipline and, ſome of you, in the publication of the goſ- 
. pel ; being made experimental witneſſes (in your mea- 
ſures and degrees) of that glorious and evangelical 
promiſe and prediction“ And it ſhall come to paſs 
tc afterwards, that I will pour out my ſpirit upon all 
etc fleſh, and your ſons and your daughters ſhall pro- 
c phecy; your old men ſhall dream dreams, your young 
ve men ſhall ſee viſions: and alſo upon the ſervants, and 
te upon the handmaids, in thoſe days will I pour out 
« my ſpirit.” ſoel ii. 28, 29. O every one of you 
wait diligently to know this gracious promiſe fulfilled in 
you. And although ſome of you may (with ſome of 
the poor apprentices) think your places hard, and at- 
tended with divers difficulties on ſome accounts, yet fear 
the Lord and depend upon him, and he will give you 
patience, ſuccour and ſupport ; yea, he will alle- 
viate all your grievances, and ſweeten your bitters by 
his comfortable preſence, and the lifting up oof his glo- 
rious countenance upon you, | 

O dear hearts, conſider ye alſo the exerciſing caſe of 
your brother Jacob in former times, who, though he had 
his wages changed ten times, and thus complained, © In. 
« the day the drought conſumed me, and the froſt by night, 
« and my ſleep departed from mine eyes; yet in all his 
twenty years hard ſervice, the God of his father, the God 

ef Abraham, and the fear of Iſaac, conducted and pro- 
tected 
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tefted him ſafe through all to the end of his ſervitude, nigh 
the end of his life. And whereſoever apprentices and 
ſervants have their lots caſt in the families of ſuch reli- 
Zious maſters and miſtreſſes, as do not only permit but 
encourage and put forward their ſervants in going to 
religious meetings, both on Firſt-days and oth&r days 
of the week, let it be accounted as a great privilege 
and a fingular favour, which all ought carefully and 
thankfully to make proper uſe of, who are favoured 
therewith; and I hope and wiſh, that all our well. minded 
young men and women that are deſirous to be ſervants, 
may uſe proper endeavours to get ſuch places in Friends 


families, where the aboveſaid valuable privileges and 


liberties may be allowed them, and enjoyed. 
And, ye dear young people, who are journeymen, or 


boarders in Friende families, diligently working for 


your bread in your reſpective employments, and alſo ye 
that are ſetting up for yourſelves and have not much 
of this world to begin with, being piouſly and reli- 
giouſly inclined (for ſuch I am ſeeking out), pleaſe to 
obſerve the Apoſile's advice to the Roman church, 
that they ſhould be, „“ not flothful in buſineſs, but 
„ fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the Lord: rejoicing in 
© hope ; patient in tribulation ; continuing inſtant in 
« prayer,” Rom. xii. 11, 12, As you are diligently 


bouring with your hands, breathe with your hearts and 


minds to the Lord for his bleſſing upon your endea- 
vours, and be not too anxious about temporals: ſerve 
the Lord faithfully, and above all things in this world 
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mind your growth and eſtabliſhment in the Truth; and 
fear not that you ſhall ever want thoſe three neceſſary 
articles, meat, drink and apparel ; ever remembering 
the exhortation and promiſe of Chrilt, moſt worthy of 
commemoration, moſt worthy to be written in letters of 
gold and ever to be reduced to conſtant practice 
« Seek ye firſt the kingdom of God, and his righteouſ- 
« nels, nd all theſe things ſhall be added unto you.“ 
Mat. vi. 33. The Truth ever teaches all tradeſmen, 
who mind its diftates, to keep within the bounds of 
their own ſtocks and capacities, Be ſure follow this 
your ſure guide, and you will do well. Under the care 
and keeping of Jacob's God I muſt now leave you for 
4 while, and ſtep along to the next particular, where I 
hope and expect to find induſtry, frugality, JARS 
religion, and the bleſſing of Heaven. | 
5thly, My well-beloved and much eſteemed friends, 
juſt as I was approaching you, that ancient ſalutation 
(preſcribed and commanded by our blefſed Lord to his 
ſeventy diſciples, juſt ſetting out on their goſpel viſit to 
families, towns and cities) ſprang in my mind—** And 
« into whatſoever houſe ye enter, firſt ſay, Peace be to 
« this houſe :” Luke x. 5. And inaſmuch as I believe 
the Prince of Peace is here among you honeſt, laborious, 
frugal, religious fathers, mothers and children, all (that 
are capable thereof) co:working and employed together 
in your lawful and neceſſary vocations, in love and har. 
mony, in order to earn your bread, and that your little 
oil, through the bleſſing of God, may be made ſufficient- 
to 
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to anſwer all juſt demands made upon you; having at 
the ſame time your eye fixed on the Lord above all 
things, and depending upon him; being all along con- 
ſcientiouſly and fervently toncerned to perform your 
ſeveral duties unto God, who is the author of your 
being and your mercies ; not daring to omit the 
attending religious meetings, either on Firſt-days or 
other days of the week, ſo far as your circumſtances 
and fituation with reſpect to diſtance from the meeting- 


place, &c. will reaſonably allow (for truth requires 


nothing unreaſonable at our hands) : may the peace of 
God reſt upon you, and may all your labours be watered 
with his bleſſing! 

Suffer me, dear friends, to lay before your ſerious 
conſideration, how that when Chriſt our Lord was going 
about in the body of fleſh, doing good, and calling men 
to be his diſciples, meſſengers, and promulgators of the 


goſpel, he went not to the courts of kings, colleges, or 


academies of the learned ; but walking by the ſea of 
Galilee, he ſaw divers young men aboard of veſſels 
with their fathers, induſtriouſly concerned and engaged 
in their fiſhing bufineſs (as you are in your reſpective 
vocations), ſome in caſting a net into the ſea, and 
others mending their nets; to theſe young perſons 
Jeſus ſaid, «© Come ye after me, and I will make you 
& to become fiſhers of men: and ſtraitway they for- 
cc ſook their nets, and followed him.” Mat. i. 17. 
Stand open, I beſeech you therefore, and wait for the 
eall, and give up 9 and faithfully obey and 


follow 
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follow him that calleth. O, conſider their ready obedi- 
ence in ſtraitway leaving both fathers, ſhips, and nets z 
and of how eminent and remarkable ſervice thoſe poor 
fiſhers became. © Not many wiſe men after the fleſh,” 
ſaith the apoſtle, ©* not many mighty, not many noble 
& are called. But God hath choſen the fooliſh things 
« of the world to confound the wiſe ; and God hath 
% choſen the weak things of the world to confound the 
things which are mighty; and baſe things of the 
« world, and things which are deſpiſed, hath God 
« choſen, yea, and things which are not, to bring 
« to nought things that are; that no fleſh ſhould 
« plory in his preſence.” 1 Cor. 1, 26, 27, 28, 29, 
We ſee the faithful miniſters and elders. are reduced to a 
few in number in ſome places; yea, divers meetings 
have no publick miniſters belonging to them. The 
preſent ſtate of the church therefore ſeems to call for 
theſe kinds of uſeful inſtruments; the Lord, we muſt 
own, is not wanting; but in this caſe we may ſay, 
« Though many are called, few are choſen,” by reaſon 
of their diſobedience and unwillingneſs to give up to the 
heavenly call and vifion. Too many of the young 
people of this generation, under the profeſſion of Truth, 
eſpecially of thoſe that are rich and full, living in the 
affluence of the enjoyments of this life, ſeem too much 
to ſoar above the gracious calls and invitations of humble 
Jeſus, ſometimes called the carpenter's ſon, I beg and 
hope therefore that you, with the laborious young fiſner- 
men above mentioned, may ſtraitway leave all incum- 

brances, 
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braneces, when you are ſenſible of the gracious and 
heavenly call of the good and great Shepherd of the 
ſheep, whenſoever he ſhall call you to ſervice among 
his lambs and ſheep. In the mean while, dear children, 
as ye keep under the conduct of the holy Spirit of Truth, 
the comforter and remembrancer, you will not forget, 
but often thankfully and humbly remember, acknow- 


ledge, and put a right value upon, the favours of kind 


Providence which you enjoy ; eſpecially that you have 
yet good parents alive to apply unto, and to receive 
wholeſome counſel and aſſiſtance from, and that you 
are not yet reduced to the number of the poor fatherleſs 
children or orphans; yet let your rejoicings in the 
enjoyment of . theſe peculiar bleſſings be always at- 
tended with fear and reverence, not knowing how ſoon 
they may be taken from you, or you from them. 

But before J leave you, I muſt here inſert a few 
words, in much Chriſtian ſympathy ande ommiſeration + 
(conſiſtent with that apoftolick advice, „ Weep with 
« them that weep,” Rom. xii. 15.) to every ſuch 
faithful father or mother (whether properly appertaining 
to any of the particular claſſes ſpecified and greeted in 
this epiſtle of condolence, or placed in other ſtations of 
the world, with regard to enjoyments of this life), as 
may be deeply tried with that very afflicting, heart- 
breaking, heavy exerciſe and extremely bitter cup, of 
having a fon or daughter who takes bad courſes, ſome- 
what like Eſau, who by hunting, roving about, and 
marrying out of the counſel of God and contrary to 
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the mind of his good parents, almoſt ruined himſelf, 
and brought much grief on them; under a ſenſe where- 
of his tender mother, ſorrowing for the miſcarriage of 
her elder ſon and ſolicitous for the preſervation of her 
younger, thus complains in her moving and mournful 
ſtrains, on this wiſe, „I am weary of my life, becauſe 
of the daughters of Heth; if Jacob take a wife of 
ce the daughters of Heth, ſuch as theſe which are of the 
« daughters of the land, what good ſhall my life do me? 
Gen. xxvii. 46. Or in ſome reſpects like poor unhappy 
Dinah (the daughter of her worthy father Jacob), who 
letting out her mind abroad took a tour into the land 
to ſee the daughters thereof ; and, while ſhe was caſting 
her wandering eyes upon the daughters of the land, 
a ſon of that land caſt his eyes upon her, enſnared and 
defiled her, to her own very great loſs and ſhame, and 


to the inexpreſſible grief of her honourable father and 


brethren. To every ſuch diſtreſſed parent, T have 
in, much compaſſion to ſay, Be not too much caſt 
down, thou art under the tender regard and merciful 
notice of the Lord: as I hope thou canſt honeſtly 
make thy appeal unto God, who knows the hearts of 
all men, that thou haſt both by example and precept, 
dome thy very beſt for the preſervation of thy child or 
children; and as from time to time, in much humility 
and fincerity thou ſpreadeſt thy cauſe and layeſt thy - 
ſorrow ful caſe before him, pouring out thy humble 
petitions, prayers and ſupplications at the throne of 
grace for his gracious relief, he will undoubtedly: take 
2. — 4 notice 
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notice and pity of theſe thy diſtreſſing circumſtances 
and ſorrowful tears; he will in due time mitigate this 
and all other thy anxieties, and help thee more and yet 
More to caſt thy care upon him, who careth for thee, 
and not ſuffer thee to fink too low under thy troubles 
and perplexing care; yea, I am ready to hope that 
ſome, if not many, will yet live to ſee that joyful and 
much-defired day, in which they may have the happi- 
neſs (and after a long time of mourning) to meet, 
embrace and kiſs their long exiled penitent, returning 
prodigal ſons or danghters, and with tears of joy ſee 
them mercifully reinſtated and readmitted into * 
Father's houſe. 

Moreover, as I am now on my way inquiring for all 
the poor Friends in diſtreſs, in order that a word of 
comfort and advice might be tenderly dropped to each 
of them in this viſit of love, I find I muſt not paſs by 
without ſpeaking to ſome particular caſes, where ſuch 
a couple or couples may dwell, whether rich or poor, 
who having been profeſſors in the church of England, 
or ſome other communion (not of us), married therein; 
but ſome time after marriage, the huſbands or wives 
being convinced of the bleſſed Truth, receive the ſame 
in the love thereof, and reſolve, through Divine aſſiſt- 
ance, to give up in faithful obedience thereunto ; yet 
by reaſon of the different opinions and ways of think- 
ing thoſe wives and huſbands are of, touching Divine 
worſhip, and ſeveral particulars, as the uſing of ſundry 
ceremonies, traditions and formalities, and alſo touching 

that 
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that weighty point, the education and management of 
their children (who have them) there are often difficul- 
ties and proving exerciſes on divers accounts, to be met 
with by ſuch convinced huſbands. or wives, who are 
truly deſirous faithfully to diſcharge their ſeveral duties 
to God Almighty, to their (yet unconvinced) wives or 
huſbands and their children, &c. to each of theſe I find 
it to ſpring in my mind cordially to ſay, Dear brother or 
ſiſter, thou knoweſt thy marriage covenant and nuptial 
ties are not diſſolved or cancelled by thy convincement, 
but art ſenſible that the precious Truth, thou art in thy 
judgment convinced of, will ever teach and excite 
thee to demean thyſelf well, affectionately and prudently, 
in ſuch manner as becomes the Truth, to thy wife or 
huſband ; though thou dareſt not join with her or him in 
the ſet forms, ceremonies, and ſuperficial performances, 
&c, which the Truth hath given thee plainly to ſee 
not conſiſtent with the ſpirituality of the new covenant 
or goſpel diſpenſation in which we now live. For the 
Spirit of Truth leads its followers into all Truth, in all 
their ſtations and relations, whether huſbands or wives, 
parents or children, maſters or ſervants, and helps all 
to perform their ſeveral duties reciprocally one to 
another ; ſo that, as thou keeps under the conduct there- 
of, thou wilt be enabled to give undeniable proofs to 
thy (yet unconvinced) cofffort and others, that thy 
change of opinion or religious principles hath not pro- 
ceeded from a vain and whimſical imagination, but 
from a real, conſcientious, ſincere heart-work, concern, 
F | conviction. 
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conviction and illumination; which will alſo be farther 
confirmed, if by thy prudent circumſpect and Chriſtian 
behaviour, thou ſhalt demonſtrate to all impartial be- 
holders, that thou art not a worſe, but a better huſband 
wife or parent, than thou was before the ſaid change. 
And be ſure, my dear friend, whenever thou argues or 
diſputes either with thy conſort or any other perſon, 
about matters of faith, be very careful and watchful 


that thou all along keep to, and retain that moſt excellent 


gift charity; for it hath been often obſerved with ſor- 
row, that ſome, if not many, have in a fiery zeal con- 
tended for faith, until they have loft charity. As thou 
comeſt up in this Chriſtian deportment, who knows what 
good effect and influence thy prudent conduct may in 
time have on thy diſſenting conſort in the conjugal tie ? 
as ſaith the apoſtle on the like occaſion, « For what 
ce knoweſt thou, O wife, whether thou ſhalt ſave thy 
« huſband? Or how knoweſt thou, O man, whether 
ec thou ſhalt ſave thy wife? 1 Cor. vii. 16, However, 
the wiſe and cautious behaviour of ſuch a conſcientious _ 
convinced huſband or wife, may prove very winning 
and gaining upon his or her oppoſite companion. Be- 
ſides, it often happens that the poor children of ſuch 
parents labour under their reſpective difficulties, being 
many times hard put to it, how to pleaſe both father 
and mother in their addfeſſes, deportment and pro- 

ceedings, in divers reſpects. 
In much brotherly kindneſs therefore, I cordially ſay 
unto you convinced fathers and mothers, and your 
children 
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children. who may incline to go long with you to 
religious meetings; as your preſent caſe, and the diffi. 
culties you lie under, ſeem loudly to call for wiſdom 
and prudence, patience and diſcretion, I earneſtly in- 
treat you to beg and humbly wait for that wiſdom, 
which is firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, &c. and 
for your encouragement, the apoſtle James ſpeaks on 


this wiſe, © If any of you lack wiſdom, let him aſk of 


«© God, that giveth to all men liberally and upbraideth 
ic not, and it ſhall be given him; (James i. 5.) and 
I hope you will be ſafely and honourably conducted in 
the ſeveral ſteps you have to tread, whereby you will be 
preſerved from being overcome of evil, and helped to 
overcome evil with good; and experimentally learn 
the truth of that expreſſion, Wiſdom is better than 
ſtrength ; and know that (ſeemingly) great oppoſitions 
are often got through by patient ſuffering ; the fierce- 
neſs of the lion is often conquered by the meekneſs of 
the lamb; and, as our good friend William Penn faith 
in his advice to his children, * Silence, to paſſion pre- 
© judice and mockery is the beſt anſwer, and often 
© conquers what reſiſtance inflames.” I can but deeply 
condole with you, who are tried with theſe perplexing 
circumſtances ; and I muſt in an eſpecial manner com- 
miſerate the lot of thoſe poor children, who remembering 
the commandment, <* Honour thy father and thy mother, 
ce that thy days may be long in the land,” (Exod. xx, 
12.) and being very willing and deſirous to keep and 
perform the ſame, but the fathers and mothers differiag . 
F 2 | ſo 


124 MEMOIRS OF 


io far in their ſentiments on the ſcore of religion, it is 
(next to) impracticable or impoſlible that their children 
ihould always pleaſe them both, in dreſs and addreſs, 
language, deportment, or the performance of their re- 
ligious duties and devotion ; whilſt the father thinks and 
draws one way, the mother of another mind thinks 
and draws another way ; the father propoſes one thing, 
the mother diſſents therefrom, and propoſes quite the 
reverſe: the poor affectionate children lie under a 
pinching dilemma, ſcarce knowing what to da or what 
to ſay, or how to demean themſelves ſo as rightly to 
anſwer the commandment aboveſaid ; for whilſt they 
pleaſe their father, they diſpleaſe their mother in divers 
things, and by pleaſing their mother they generally 
diſoblige their father. 

A certain worthy publick friend*s ſon, who unwearily 
let out his mind to a young woman of another ſociety, 
gained her affections and married her (I ſuppoſe) by 
a prieſt; he had one daughter by her, which poor 
girl, as ſhe grew up to years converſible, fell under the 
aforeſaid difficulties, as I heard her father with forrow 
relate; for, when his friends came to their houſe, the 
child apprehended herſelf under obligation, to behave 
in ſalutations and conduct agreeable to her father's 
mind, though at the ſame time quite contrary to her 
mother's liking ; and again, awhile after, when a viſit 
was paid them by her mother's friends, the poor child 
muſt wheel about, put on other airs, and appear after 
another mode, in conformity to her mother's fancy, 


though to the grief and trouble of her father, 
| Alas, 
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Alas! the confuſion of mixed marriages. In caſe 
all our young and unmarried friends would ſeriouſly 
and timely ponder and conſider the aforefaid particulars, 
with all the inconveniences and affliting circumſtances 
that generally attend ſuch unhappy matches as thoſe, 
wherein the huſband and wife being of different ſenti- 
ments in matters of religion (which are of far greater 
moment than-temporals), are linked together as uneaſy 
yoke-fellows, in the inviolable covenant of matrimony 
for term of life—we would hope they might be hence- 
forward diſcouraged and deterred from ſuch imprudent 
and unadviſed contracts; which have very often been an 
inexpreſſible grief of mind to parents, proved perplexing 
caſes to the parties concerned, have uſhered con- 
fuſion and trouble into families and the Society (as 
above) and have been followed with ſuch diſmal cir- 
cumſtances, as confirm many in their full belief, that 
the hand of Divine Providence is againſt ſuch mixed 
matches. Happy is he whom other mens, harms - 
make to beware. 

Furthermore, I earneſtly Jefire that the fathers and 
mothers, and governors of families, according to the 
worthy recommendation and advice given from a late 
Yearly Meeting at London, may now and then fir down 
together in their reſpective families to wait upon the 
Lord, with their children ſervants and boarders (who 
have them), to feel his goud preſence ; that the elders 
may know their hearts opened to drop a word of 
n to the younger, as the Truth may make way, 
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and the hearts of thoſe that are younger may be opened 
to receive the ſame ; ſo that the Lord may be comfort- 
ably remembered, and acceptably worſhipped in our 
families; and parents, children, ſervants, and all the 
houſhold, may be mercifully reached unto, and mutually 
edified one with another; to the further eſtabliſhment 
of the elders in, and the drawing of the youth to a ſenſe 
and knowledge of the bleſſed Truth, and preſerving 
them from the corruption of bad examples and un- 
ſuitable company ; in which opportunities the elders 
or parents may probably have to give their children, 
ſervants, &c. at times, ſome encouraging and inſtructive 
relations of the Lord's gracious dealings with them, 
according to that Divine direction given to Iſrael of old, 
viz. ©* And theſe words which I command. thee this 
« day ſhall be in thine heart : and thou ſhalt teach 
« them diligently unto thy children; and ſhalt talk of 
« them when thou ſitteſt in thy houſe, and when thou 
« walkeſt by the way, and when thou lieſt down, and 
« when thou riſeſt up.“ Deut. vi. 6, 7. 

And as ſervants are tenderly exhorted to fidelity 
and circumſpection in their places, it is much deſired 
that all maſters and miſtreſſes might ſo abide under the 
guidance of the bleſſed principle of Truth, as - that 
they might always behave themſelves to their ſer- 
vants with ſuch prudent gentleneſs, juſtice, and Chriſtian 
moderation on all accounts, as becomes our holy pro- 
feflion ; conſiſtent with the Apoſtle's advice, Maſters, 
« give unto your ſervants that which is juſt and equal, 

| „knowing 
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ac knowing that ye alſo have a Maſter in | heaven 3 for- 
« bearing threatening.” Col. iv. 1. Eph. vi. 9. And 
agreeable to our honourable friend William Penn's 
advice to his children, in caſe they ſhould have ſervants, 
on this wiſe, © Let them know their buſineſs as well as 
© their wages; and as they do the one, pay them honeſtly 
© the other. Though ſervants, yet remember they are 
« brethren in Chriſt, and that you alſo are but ſtewards,. 
and muſt account to God. Wherefore let your mode- 
© ration appear unto them, and that will provoke them 
© to diligence for love, rather than fear, which is the 
© trueſt and beſt motive to ſervice. Farewel.” Having 
made this digreſſion, I now find drawings in my mind- 
to give ſome counſel and advice, in brotherly love and. 
charity, to ſuch who may in divers reſpects be ſaid to 
dwell in the houſe of mourning ; and now, — 
6thly and laſtly. In much compaſſion, ſympathy - 
and brotherly-kindneſs, I am concerned to viſit you 
honeſt-hearted, infirm, afflicted dear friends, with all 
the faithful in diftreſs on any account whatſoever, here 
or elſewhere, all the world over, bond or free, in your 
ſeveral ſituations. Ye dear elders, who by reaſon of 
age find your natural faculties and abilities to fail, 
your fight to wax very dim, and even quite or almoſt 
to leave ſome of you; though you may in theſe proving 
circumſtances be confined to your rooms or beds, and 
being incapable to earn your bread, may be ſupplied 
by and be under the tender care of the church ; be 
not caſt down, the Lord is with you, and as you depend 
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upon him he will be your comfort ; yea; my beloved, 
he that was your morning light will become your 


evening ſong : the Lord will ſtrengthen you upon the 


bed of languiſhing, make all your bed in your ſickneſs, 


dear up your heads above the waters, and ſanctify 


your conditions unto you, and in a while mercifully 
remove you out of this troubleſome world into his bliſs- 
ful kingdom, where the wicked ceaſe from troubling, 
« and the weary are at reſt,” And you, my dear poor 


friends, who may not yet be arrived at old age, yet 
by the permiſſion of Providence, labour under ſome or 


divers diſtempers, infirmities, and diſagreeable diſ- 
couraging circumſtances, whether ſupplied by the bene- 
volence of your friends (with your elder brethren 
aforeſaid) or otherwiſe ; be of good comfort, you are 
alſo under the merciful notice and regard of the Phy- 
fician of value, the moſt compaſſionate Shepherd of the 
ſheep, and the glorious Biſhop of the ſouls of his people; 
as you have your reliance upon him, he will ſweeten 
your paſſage, grant you patience, ſtrengthen your faith, 
make all your burthens tolerable to you; and if, my 
beloved, we be but enabled to bear what 1s laid upon 
us with becoming patience (which will be granted, in 
caſe we are not wanting on our part), all will be well. 
May we remember that 'our brother Lazarus, in the 
parable, was afflicted with ſores, pains and poverty, 
and the rich man's dogs afforded this poor beggar 
more relief than their voluptuons maſter did ; yet being 
under the tender notice of heaven, he was ſoon deli- 

vered 
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vered from all his troubles, and conveyed by angels 
into Abraham's boſom. Humbly and patiently therefore 
truſt in the Lord; do your beſt to ſerve him with all 
your heart, and in a ſhort time, I have to tell you, 
you will be favoured with the like happy change and 
be removed hence, from this your houſe of mourning, 
into the Father's houſe of joy wherein are many bleſſed 
manſions, where, though ye are poor in this world, ye 
will be heirs and joint-heirs in the endleſs kingdom of 
glory, reſt and peace: and in the mean time, dear 
brethren, though many of you, by reafon of bodily 
weakneſs, cannot perſonally attend religious aſſemblies, 
to worſhip God with your brethren, your private de- 
votion will be accepted ; and: you will feel, according 
to your degrees and growths, a drinking of the water 
that Chriſt ſhall give you, which will be in you a well 
of water ſpringing and bubbling up into eternal life, 
when your afflicted bodies are confined in your ſolitary 
chambers or apartments; and you may have to ſay, 
with a good friend now: gone to reſt who expreſſed 
| himſelf thus a. while before he made his exit, Although. 
] cannot get to meetings, yet I know. the _w_ to my. 
© own ſpring.” 

Furthermore, for the encouragement of every faithful 
friend and ſincere lover of holy Jeſus, who is not ca- 
pable perſonally to attend religious meetings, it is moſt: 
certain that both the Father and the Son will gracioufly 
meet with every ſuch an one, and mercifully grant 
unta him (or her) a comfortable and permanent vifit, 
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« If a man love me,“ ſaith blefſed Jeſus, © he will 
« keep my words; and my Father will love him, and 
te we will come unto him, and make our abode with 
« him.” John xiv. 23. 

And before I take leave of you and bid you adieu, 
J muſt put you in mind for your comfort, there is a 
moſt glorious appointment made for you and all 
greeted in this epiſtle, as you and they perſevere in 
well-doing ; of which Chriſt our dear Lord is to be the 
miniſter and diſpenſer, as it is expreſſed, «© To appoint 
e unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them 
« beauty for aſhes, the oil of joy for mourning, the 
« garment of praiſe for the ſpirit of heavineſs.” Iſaiah 
Ixi. 3. As theſe are the heavenly graces and ſweet 
comforts you are in due time to receive, in exchange 
for all your ſorrows and anxieties ; as this, I ſay, is the 
glorious change of apparel you are to be arrayed with, 
ſo I muſt put you all in mind, who do not only profeſs, 
but keep (i. e. have in poſſeſſion) the bleſſed Truth, 
though never ſo poor, you are citizens of a glorious 
city, into which you are welcomed by an inhabitant of 
the ſaid city, on this wiſe, In that day ſhall this ſong 
« be ſung in the land of Judah; we have a ſtrong city, 
te ſalvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks, 
Open ye the gates, that the righteous nation which 
« keepeth the Truth, may enter in. Thou wilt keep 
te him in perfect peace whoſe mind is ſtayed on thee, 
« becauſe he truſteth in thee. Truſt ye in the Lord for 
« ever; for in the Lord Jehovah i is everlaſting ſtrength.“ 
— 1, 2, 37 4. 
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My dear friends, of all the fix claſſes viſited by this 
epiſtle, it ariſes in my heart further to put you in mind 
of the comfortable expreſſions, of our dear Lord and 
Maſter to his deeply tried diſciples, which I truſt are 
applicable to your circumſtances in your reſpective de- 
grees, Are not five ſparrows ſold for two farthings, 
«and not one of them is forgotten before God: but 
« even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 
« Fear not therefore ; ye are of more value than many 
« ſparrows,” Luke xii, 6, 7. Fear not, little flock, 
* for it is your Father's good pleaſure to give you the 
« kingdom.” Luke xii. 3. Bleſſed are they that 
* mourn, for they ſhall be comforted.” Mat. v. 4. 

Finally, having thus far paid you, dear friends, the 
debt of love I have long owed you, and left you this (it- 
may be) my laſt legacy after this manner, I recommend 
you to God,his keeping and preſervation; and as I can do 
no leſs than ſympathize with and pray for you, I humbly 
crave your prayers for me and mine; having met with 
comfort in each of your ſituations, for which I am 
thankful. I remain your affectionate brother i in tribu- 
lation and the patience of the kingdom, (according to- 


my ſmall meaſure) 
| DAVID HALL. 


Skipton, the 17th of the Twelfth month, 
1752. 
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N. B. Notwithſtanding the foregoing lines are chiefly 
and eſpecially intended and ſent, as a conſolatory ſalu- 
tation for the encouragement of all the upright-hearted 
poor friends, in their ſeveral ſtraits and diſtreſſes, yet I 
do not in any wiſe forget, but comfortably remember 
our dear faithful friends, whom kind Providence has 
favoured with a plentiful ſhare of temporal bleſſings, 
whereby they are in a great meaſure exempted from 
divers difficulties which generally attend perſons in low 
and pinching circumſtances ; praying for their preſer- 


vation, further growth and eſtabliſhment in the bleſſed: 


'Truth. Neither do I at all diſregard or overlook thoſe 
profeſſors of the Truth, in what ſtation of life ſoever, 
who are as ſcattered and ftraying ſheep from the true 


fold of reſt; whether their wanderings be in a looſe and 


immoral conduct, or under the eloak of a plain 
outſide and mere ſuperficial conformity in a moral con- 
verſation among men, they are ſettled down in indolence 
with reſpect to the ſpirit and vital part of true reli- 
gion, or are ſuffering the precious ſeed of the kingdom 


to be choked in them by the cares of thig life, or by the 


deceitfulneſs of riches, or by the love of or luſt after 
other things; very fervent prayers are often in my 
heart, and in the hearts of many brethren, that all the 
ſcattered and diſperſed poor wanderers may be happily 
prevailed upon, ſpeedily and timely to return unto our 
glorious ſhepherd and his fold, whilſt the door of mercy 
is yet open, and the gracious day of viſitation and his 

compaſſionate 
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compaſſionate invitation is yet mereifully afforded and 
lengthened out unto them, which was the bleſſed expe- 
rience of ſome whom the Apoſtle wrote unto on this 
wiſe, © For ye were as ſheep going aſtray; but are now 
«« returned unto the ſhepherd and biſhop of N ſouls.“ 
z Pet. ii. 25. 
D. HALL. 


FRUITS 


FRUITS 


oF 
= EARLY PIETY, 
Repreſented and exemplified in ſeveral fie recorded in 


: the Holy Scriptures, and other good books,. here recom- 
iN mended to the ſerious obſervation of Children.. 


— — 
2 _ _ * 


Dear and tender children, 


ö In much love 1 ſend you'this little epiſtle, whereby I 

; dearly ſalute you, greatly deſiring ye may ftrive to be 

good, and never ſpeak any bad words, or tell any falſe 

ſtories, but always ſpeak the truth ; and remember the 

great and glorious God that made you, in whoſe hands 
| your lives are ; who can call you to the filent grave 
when he pleaſes; who many ages ſince gave out that 

| ſpecial command, duly to be obſerved by all children 
| 
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who have fathers and mothers living, with a gracious 
promiſe joined thereto, as follows, “Honour thy father 
ce and thy mother, that thy days may be long upon the 
« land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.” Exodus 
XX. 12, Be ſure conſtantly endeavour to keep this 


ipecial' commandment, . that fo the Lord's enriching 


blefling 
| Pe 
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blefling may attend you. And oh! ſeek to be acquainted | 
with him, and the bleſſed touches and teachings of his 
Holy Spirit, now in your tender years: for he hath 
often been graciouſly pleaſed in his mercy, to reach 
unto the hearts of many children, as in the morning of 
their time ; ſome of which, my dear little friends, are 
here propoſed to you as examples of early piety, for 
your folid conſideration and imitation, by a truly loving 
and well-wiſhing friend of yours, 


DAVID HALL. 


FRUITS or EARLY PIETY, e. 


1ſt. T recommend to your notice how Jacob, that 
pious and dutiful ſtripling, duly obſerving his good 
parents directions, in his young days entered into 
covenant with the Lord, and was ee bleſſed 

every way, Read Geneſis xxviii. 
2d. Joſeph his ſon likewiſe, was a remarkable inſtance 
of God's merciful regard to, and preſervation of, ſuch 
dear ſtriplings as fear him, and dare not yield to the 
temptations of the wicked one and his agents; and how 
the Lord by his almighty power can, and often doth, 
raiſe pious young perſons through many ſufferings (yea 
and ſometimes through the evil treatment of envious 
brethren 


136 MEMOIRS OF 


brethren, and falſe accuſations too) to great dignities 
and fignal ſervices. Read Geneſis xxxvii. and xxxix. 
3d. Samuel, m his tender years, miniftered before 
the Lord, being a child girded with a linen ephod. 
Moreover, his mother made him a little coat, and 
brought it to him from year to year, when ſhe came 
up with her huſband to offer the yearly ſacrifice, 1 Sam, 
ii. 18, 19. Being dutiful to his parents and to his 
maſter, he grew in favour with God and men, and. the 
Lord bleſſed him, made himſelf known to him, and 
revealed his ſecrets unto him; fo that all Iſrael, from 
Dan even to Beerſheba, knew that Samuel was eſtab- 
liſhed to be a prophet of the Lord: and he was alſo an 
honourable and mighty ſerviceable judge in Iſrael, and. 


from. year to year, in. circuit, to-Bethel, and Gilgal,. 
Ft and Miſpeh, and judged Iſrael in all thoſe places, 
| being a wonderful bleſſing and help to the people many 


ways. 

4th, David, ſon. of Jeſſe, a. virtuous and obedient 
ſon, faithful in the buſineſs his father had committed 
to his care, was, by Divine Providence, promoted 
from the ſheepfold to the crown and kingdom of Iſrael, 
and (was in the main) denominated a man after God's 
own heart, 1-Sam, xvi. (the: lamentable caſe of Uriah 
being excepted.), Thus we ſee, dear children, that the 
fear of God 1s not only the beginning of wiſdom, but 
of all true promotion to real ſervice and honour. 

5th, The early piety and deyotion of Jabez, pra- 
curedi 


cured him the title of being more honourable than his 
brethren, and he was thought worthy to be inſerted in 
the Chronicles of ſacred writ : ** And Jabez called on 
the God of Iſrael, ſaying, Oh! that thou wouldſt 
ce bleſs me indeed, and enlarge my coaſt; and that 
« thine hand may be with me; and that thou wouldſt 
et keep me from evil, that it may not grieve me. And 
« God granted him that which he requeſted.” 1 Chron. 


iv. 10. Oh! that all children and youth would feek 


to be acquainted with their Maker, and in true ſincerity 
thus addreſs him for his bleſſing and preſervation, 
th. Joſiah, that remarkable pious young prince, 


was eight years old when he began to reign, and he 


reigned thirty and one years in Jeruſalem. And he 
did that which was right in the ſight of the Lord, and 
walked in the ways of David his father, and turned 
not aſide to the right hand or to the left. 2 Kings xxit, 
1, 2. He cauſed the Book of the Law to be read ; he 
renewed the covenant of the Lord, deſtroyed N 
and brake down the houſes of the Sodomites. 

Thus this honourable young prince lived beloved, 
and died lamented after his ſignal good ſervices. 

7th. Richard Bury, in his collection of ſundry riotable 
occurrences, gives us the following account of a boy 
between three and four years of age, who was remark- 
able for his religious diſpoſition, very often reproving 
any perſon he heard ſpeak prophanely. The day he 
died, though not attended with any apparent illneſs, 
when he came from ſchool in the afternoon, as he was 

| ſitting 
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ſitting on his grandmother's lap, on a ſudden ſaid, 
Hark, grandmother, God Almighty calls ;*” to which 
ſhe made ſome anſwer, but he ſaid the ſame again, 
adding, Yes, but he doth call, and I muſt be gone; 
and died that night without any illneſs perceived by 
him, in the year 1723. Oh! dear hearts, take notice 
hereby, how ſoon the Lord can and may make little 
children ſenſible of his awakening call. 
8th. A worthy and honourable miniſter, now gone 
to reſt, hath left behind him an account of the Lord's 
gracious dealings with him on this wiſe, That when he 
was between fix and ſeven years old, being at play 
with another boy, through the force of a ſudden temp- 
tation- he ſwore an oath, and, notwithſtanding it 
was to a truth, ſuch ſecret convictions of the evil 
of ſo doing in the fight of Almighty God, fo affected 
his mind with ſorrow and remorſe, as made a laſting 
impreſſion on his judgment; and alſo imprinted that 
warning and fear in his heart in this reſpect, that, he 
ſays, he never did the like ſince on any occaſion, 
Therefore, my dear little children, fear God, and mind 
the early reproofs of inſtruction which are the way of 
life, and the Lord will bleſs you. 
Likewiſe this good Friend hath left upon record, 
that when he was about twelve or thirteen years old, a 
Rrong inclination took place in him, to have a coat 
made with ſome more reſemblance of the mode or 
faſhion of the time, than the plain manner which 
he had with other Friends uſed, and prevailed upon 
| his 
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his father to grant it; but he was made uneaſy in it 
almoſt at the firſt wearing it, and more ſo in uſing 
it, feeling the certain reproofs of the Spirit. of Truth, 
for his ſo leaning to and joining. with the vain and 
reſtleſs ſpirit of the world, and turning from the ſteady. 
plainneſs of the unchangeable Truth, &c. See Fother- 
gill's Journal, page 7, 8, 9. 

gth, Sarah Scott, who died before ſhe was quite 
thirteen years of age, a virtuous young woman, is ſaid 
to have frequently prayed to the Lord in ſecret; and 
once being ſpoken to when ſtill, ſhe ſaid, Let me 
© alone, that I may meditate on my God,” and likewiſe 
ſaid, ſhe enjoyed the ſtreams of the love of God,” adding, 
ſhe was ſorry for all that did live wickedly, and lamented 
what many would do when they came upon a death 
bed; deſiring that one of her acquaintance might take 
more care of her words and actions, or ſhe would find 
it hard when ſhe came upon her death-bed. And ſhe 
ſaid, * I have had much trouble, the enemy having 
been buſy when I was in meetings, ſo that I looked 
out ſometimes and neglected the inward work, for 
© which I have known ſorrow ;* lamenting thoſe that 
live in pride, and ſpend much time in adorning the 
body and walking wantonly; adviſing one on this 
wiſe ; Be careful of thy words and carriage, eſpecially 
in meetings to keep in thy mind, for God is to be 
* worſhipped in Spirit and in Truth.” | 

ioth, William Fennell, who died about twelve years 
of age, was often followed with the reproofs and cone 


victions of God's Holy Spirit, when he had ſometimes 
been 
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been wild and run to play among other boys. When 
he was brought on his ſick bed, he was under an in- 
ward exerciſe of mind, deſiring to have the ten com- 
mandments read to him, which was done; and he was 
aſked how far he found he had kept them ; he anſwered 
he had not, as he could remember, ever taken the 
Lord's name in vain, and that he loved and honoured 
his father and mother, and had been careful not to tell 
lies, or falſe ſtories: then calling for his ſiſters and 
brother, he exhorted them to love and fear God and 
his truth, and pray to him to fit them to die; and to 
attend religious meetings ; and to think upon God and 
good things, and the Lord would love them; and bid 
them do what their father and mother commanded 
them, and be obedient to them; and look in their 
bibles, and they would find it was God's command to 
children to obey their parents, for it is well-pleaſing 
unto the Lord, He was ſorry he had been wild and 
loved play too much, as above, for which he was re- 
proved often, and made ſo uneaſy, that ſometimes he 
had gone into the garret and wept bitterly : but when 
enticed by his comrades, he was again prevailed upon, 
and fo laid a foundation for renewed repentance ; and 
often prayed to the Lord in the night ſeaſon on his 
knees,- when others have been aſleep. And this child 
cried out, ſaying, Oh! the Lord loves ſolitarineſs ; 
© he doth not love laughing and jokeing ; I never read 
«that Chriſt ſmiled, but often prayed and wept.* See 
Piety Promoted, vol. 2. page 7. edit. 1789. 
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It is fully believed, that this mercifully viſited ſtrip- 
ling made an happy end, Oh! therefore dear children, 
I fay again, duly obſerve the reproofs of inſtruction 
which are the way of life, never conſenting to any 
companions, who would entice you to do thoſe things 
that afterwards will bring trouble upon your tender 


minds ; by avoiding which you will make your parents? 


hearts glad, and ye yourſelves may be bleſſed and 
happy for ever, 

11th. Nicholas Gates, deſirous to have the true 
knowledge of God in his childhood, took great delight 
in reading the Holy Scriptures, and private prayer: he 
received a gift of the miniſtry, became a ſerviceable 
Friend, given to hoſpitality, a labourer for the preſer- 
vation of unity, &c. Ibid. vol. 2. page 98. 

12th. Mary Poſt, aged about eight years, was of a 
tender ſpirit, ſober behaviour, religiouſly inclined, and 
a lover of plainneſs in habit and ſpeech, but a diſliker 
of pride in finery and apparel. Hearing ſome boys 
in the ſtreets take God's name in vain, ſhe ſaid, They 
take God's name in vain enough to fright one.“ She 
alſo ſaid, ſhe ſhould delight to go to — Ibid, 
vol. 2. page 180. 

13th. Phebe Doughty, was dutiful to her parents | 
and a great comfort to them, being from a child mind- 
ful of eternity, meditated on the beſt things, and had 
God in her thoughts, and would enquire the meaning 
of ſome ſcriptures, She was never given to ſpeak that 

which 
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which was not true: ſo from theſe good beginnings ſhe 


became an honourable woman, lived well and died 


happily. Ibid, vol. 2. page 216. | 
14th. Taner Coſtard, was of an innocent conver» 
ſation, dutiful, loving and affectionate to his parents, 


religiouſly inclined from his infancy, and greatly de- 


lighted to read the Holy Scriptures, eſpecially the New 
Teſtament. He experieneed the work of Truth in his 
heart, So, living the life of the righteous, he attained 
to a bleſſed death like theirs. Aged about 22 years, 
Ibid, vol. 2. page 217. | 
15th, Rebecca Toovey, who died about the age of 
nine years, was a dutiful and pious child, a great 
reader and lover of the Holy Scriptures and Friends 
books ; of an innocent and wiſe behaviour and carriage, 
and her converſation was pleaſing and acceptable: 
though ſhe was but a young plant, it pleaſed the Lord 
to endue her with a large underſtanding in things both 
natural and divine: ſhe was very juſt and equal in all 
ſhe undertook, and never known to tell a lie or (peak 
an ill word, She loved to go to meetings, and ſaid 
it was ſweet to her. Thus proceeding, her ſhort (but 
pious) life was crowned with a bleſſed death. Ibid, 

vol. 2. page 226, 
roth. George Newland, of the city of Dublin, was 
alſo a remarkable inſtance of early virtue and piety, 
very well worthy of the obſervation of the children 
and ſtriplings, being an orderly and dutiful child, and 
fought the Lord in his young and tender years; and 
when 
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when he was drawn or perſuaded by his ſchool-fellows 
to play, or be wild, he afterwards would be under ſuch 
trouble in himſelf, that he would weep and mourn in 
the night ſeaſon 3 and when about ten years of age, 
deſired he might be ſent into the country, and retire 
from his companions in the city. So in a while his 
parents ſent him into England, where, about eleven or 
twelve years of age, the Lord concerned him to give 
teſtimony unto the Truth, calling him into the miniſtry, 
in which he was faithful, and travelled in the work 
thereof in divers parts of Ireland. : 
As therefore a virtuous life is the way to an happy 
death, and to live in the fear of God is the way to die 
in his favour ; this honourable ſtripling, after a pious and 


_ exemplary life, came to an honourable and comfortable 


death, near nineteen years of age. Ibid, vol. 2. 
page 115. f IT 

17th. Another good Friend, and miniſter likewiſe, 
when between eight and ten years of age, was made 
very ſenſible of the Lord's dealings with him, Not- 
withſtanding this early viſited boy hated to hear wicked 
words, yet he loved play exceedingly ; and one time 
in the midſt of his ſport, he was reached unto with 
ſtrong convictions, ſo that he could not forbear weep- 
ing. He alſo loved muſick, dancing and playing at 
cards, though unknown to his honeſt parents, but was 
followed with the righteous judgments of God in the 
ſecret of his ſoul ; by which rightcous judgments he 
was redeemed from thoſe vanities, againſt which the 


Spirit 
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Spirit- of Truth always. appears and redeems all his 
faithful followers from, how: nearly ſoever any may 
have been attached thereto in times paſt, He began 
to delight in reading and ſobriety, and when he read 
the Holy Scriptures, would defire that God would 
open them to kis underſtanding ; and when he read of 
the crucifixion of our bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, it would break his ſoul into tenderneſs; yet 
nevertheleſs, being advanced to about fourteen or 
fifteen years of age, he uſed to ſhun the croſs of ſpeak- 
ing in the plain language (which is always uſed in the 
Holy Scriptures) to thoſe whom he converſed with, 
except his father and mother, who would not allow 
him to ſpeak otherwiſe ; for which evaſions he alfo met 
with judgment, and was brought to take up the croſs 
to that fleſn - pleaſing kind of expreſſion of ſaying you to 
one perſon, whether high or low ; and from that time 
forward uſed thou and thee to one perſon, and in ſo 
doing both found peace in his own mind, and thereby 
got more reputation among conſiderate perſons, than he 
had done by conforming to the diale& of the vain 
world, both unſound in itfelf and inconſiſtent with the 
principle he profeſſed. For people generally know 
when any of us, either young or old, appear in deport- 
ment, habit and ſpeech, inconſiſtent with our principle: 
and pray, what do any of us get by running counter to 
our principle in any ſhape, but loſs, ſcorn and con- 
tempt? Oh! that all our young people, and modern. 
temporizing profeſſors of the bleſſed Truth, would duly 
conſider 
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conſider thoſe is,” and no longer think light of 
practiſing what our good friends have ſuffered much 


for, by bearing their teſtimony againft, in this and 


other reſpects. T. Chalkley's Journal, page 3, 4, 5, 6. 
18th. Joſeph Pike, near Cork in Ireland, upon whoſe 
tender mind the Divine Spirit began to work very early, 


.even before he was ſeven years old, to draw him off from - 
childiſh play and vanities ; from which time, until he 


arrived at the age of eighteen years, he underwent 
great conflits of ſoul, and at length grew up to be an 
uſeful member of the church. See Hiſtory of N 


in Ireland, page 316. 


Igth, We read that a certain ſtripling in Iona 
eldeſt ſon to a counſellor at law and juſtice of the peace, 


poſſeſſed of an eſtate to the yearly value of 360l. per 


annum, embraced the Truth and became very religious, 


and joined with Friends; for which his ſaid father 
(being mightily offended when he met his ſon with his 
hat on) did not only treat him ſeverely and cruelly 


with furious blows, & c. but diſinherited him, leaving 
him only 10l. per annum to keep him, as he ſaid, from 
ſtarving, or relying on thoſe ſeducing people (meaning 


the Quakers), and threatened to turn any of his child- 
Ten out of doors that ſhould go to their meetings: yet 


this ſuffering youth became a worthy man, and by the 
croſs attained to the crown. Ibid, page 325, &c. 
Finally, dear children, 1 have three things to lay 
before your ſerious notice and conſideration ; 1ſt, That 
you, and all who have good religious parents or 
G | guardians, 
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guardians, that are much concerned for your welfare 
every way, and willing and deſirous to bring you up 
In the nurture and admonition of the Lord, and to train 
you up in the way you ſhould go, affording you all 
due encouragement to go to meetings, and walk in all 
the ways of Truth, virtue and piety, being alſo them- 
ſelves good examples to you therein—I ſay, that you 
prize theſe your highly valuable privileges, and expreſs 
the true value you have for them, by a conduct agree- 
able unto the good precepts and examples you are 
favoured with | 

zd. I would have you know and conſider, that many 
boys and girls have not ſuch favours and bleflings, but 
are, alas! either left without parents and guardians in 
this dangerous world, or are under the tuition of ſuch 
as are not properly concerned for their right education ; 
but being left much to themſelves, are lamentably ex- 
| poſed to bad company and corrupting examples, 
whence they generally learn vicious habits, 

3d. May, therefore, all children of pious parents be 
entreated, excited and prevailed upon, to make a 
proper and right application of the great and ſpecial 
favours now put into their hands, even by this con- 
ſideration, That many well-diſpoſed and religious youths 
have met with much diſcouragement and hardſhip, 
and cruel uſage, from their oppoſite fathers and re- 
lations, when in the ſearch after the Truth they in- 
clined to go to the meetings of Friends, as appears by 
the laſt cited inſtance. DAVID HALL. 


Skipton, the 8th of the gth Month, 1753. 
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Some ſerious Remarks on that ſolemn and indiſpenſible duty 
of duly attending aſſemblies for Divine worſhip, incumbent 
upon all perſons come to years of underſtanding ( eſpecially 
the profeſſors of Truth), whilſt favoured with health, 
firength and liberty; together wvith ſome due Animad- 
verſions upon the negle# thereof ; as alſo a Word of 
Conſolation to ſuch ſincere-hearted Friends, as are rendered 
incapable of perſonally attending them, by reaſon of old 
age, ſome bodily diſorder or confinement, &c. 


TO WHICH 18 8UBJOINED, 


AN EPSTLE TO FRIENDS 
OF 


ENARESBOROUGH MONTHLY MEETING. 


— — . —  - 


« For where two or three are gathered together in my 
«© name, there am I in the midſt of them.“ Mat, 
XVill. 20. | 


J beſeech you, therefore, brethren, by the mercies 
« of God, that ye preſent your bodies a living ſacri- 


« fice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 
cc reaſonable ſervice.” Rom. xii. 1 | 


« Not forſaking the aſſembling of ourſelves together, 
«« as the manner of ſome is, but exhorting one 
„another; and ſo much the more, as ye ſee the day 
« approaching.” Heb, x. 25, 

| G 2 


THE 
PREFACE. 


Friendly Reader, 


May i be remembered that Moſes, that emi- 
nent and faithful ſervant of the Lord, even the mediator 
of the firſt covenant, who had been, by Divine commiſ- 
ion and aſſiſtance, fignally and ſucceſsfully inſtrumental 
in delivering poor ſighing and groaning Iſrael out of 
the Egyptian bondage, was now bringing them on 
their way towards the Land of Promiſe, flowing with 
milk and honey, being right ſenſible how liable people 
are (if not truly watchful) who have been very humble 
while in adverſity and affliction, to become careleſs and 
forgetful of the Lord, and his ſuccour in their fore- 
going trials, when proſperity miles upon them—gave 
them the following timely precautions and ſeaſonable 
charges, worthy of their and our due obſervation and 
notice, ſaying, © Hear O Iſrael, the Lord our God is 
« one Lord, And thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God 
„ with all thine heart, and with all thy ſoul, and with 
all thy might. And theſe words which I command 
« thee this day ſhall be in thine heart. And thou ſhalt 
„teach them diligently unto thy children, and ſhalt 
talk of them when thou fitteſt in thine houſe, and 
te when 
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« down, and when thou riſeſt up. And thou ſhalt bind 


« them for a fign upon thine hand, and they ſhall be as 
te frontlets between thine eyes. And thou ſhalt' write 
« them upon the poſts of thine houſe, and on thy gates. 
« And it ſhall be when the Lord thy God ſhall have 
« brought thee into the land which he ſware unto thy 
« fathers, to Abraham, to Iſaac and to Jacob, to give 
te thee great and goodly cities which thou buildedſt not, 
% and houſes full of all good things which thou filledſt 
« not, and wells digged which thou diggedſt not, vine- 
« yards and olive trees which thou plantedſt not; 
« when thou ſhalt have eaten and be full, then beware 
<< Jeſt thon forget the Lord, which brought thee forth. 
ic out of the land of Egypt, from the houſe of ren 
Deut. vi. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8,9, 10, 11, 12. 

But, alas, though Iſrael during the life of Wee and 
of the elders that overlived Joſhua, were preſerved in 
ſome good degree within the bounds of good order and 
moderation; yet too many of the ſucceeding generation 
took undue liberties, and j eſnurun waxed fat and kicked.. 
Have not we juſt cauſe to fear, that this is too much tho 
caſe with many of the profeſſors of the bleſſed Truth in 
theſe days, wherein ſo great a calm and quiet, (i. e. 
in fo gracious a alen don) is now mercifully enjoyed 
by us? 

We have now a large ſucceeding generation coming 
up in our Society, but too few of them growing up in 
the real work of regeneration and obedience to the holy 

0 Spirit, 
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Spirit, our profeſſed principle, whence divers undue 
liberties in ſpeech habit and deportment, quite incon- 
ſiſtent with our ſaid principle, are run into. Some are 
ſeemingly ſoaring aloft as into the air, as though they 
were above the reproofs and teachings of the meek 
Spirit of humble Jeſus; others are grovelling as in the 
earth, and they are hiding their talents, though perhaps 
wrapped up in a napkin of ſeeming or moral righteouſ- 
neſs ; others ſeem neither to be on the wing in the airy 
regions, nor yet choaked with gaping and graſping - 
after the earth, but wrapped up, and as it were lulled, 
in that careleſs ſtate of indolence and baſe neutrality, 
fomewhat like the inhabitants of Laiſh and the ſecure 
Zidonians, as if they were not accountable creatures for 
any ſtewardſhips, either in temporals or ſpirituals: 
others again are in the other extreme, purſuing the 
world as if it were their ſummum bonum, or chiefeſt good, 
launching out into multiplicity of buſineſs, as a horſe 
into the battle; meanwhile neglecting their reſpective 
ſpiritual talents, and conſequently the greateſt and far 
moſt important buſineſs of their day and generation; 
and for want of minding the directions of the great 
Pilot, even the Spirit of Truth they profeſs, they are 
often driven into, and (as I may ſay) miſerably ſhip-' 
wrecked upon that ſcandalous rock of inſolvency. And 
although ſome of our great buſtling extenſive tradeſ- 
men, may not perhaps as to their outward affairs miſ- 
carry, yet, alas! they are often ſo much involved and 
taken up with the hurries, projects and cares about 
things 
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things of this life, that they prove lamentably deficient 
in thoſe moſt material and weighty particulars, viz. 
in working out their own falvation, with fear and 
trembling, and in glorifying God in their reſpective 
ſervices in the church, and in their own families, Not- 
withſtanding theſe laſt obſervations, there are I hope 
ſome, though too few, extenſive tradeſmen, who are 
very careful that their hearts may have room in them, 
for the pure religion and undefiled before God and the 
Father, and that the temple may not be unſuitably 
crowded with money-changers and their tables ; but 
that their hearts (though ſometimes neceſlarily buſy in 
commerce) may be preſerved really a houle of prayer. 
Theſe religious tradeſmen are truly worthy of double 
honour, remarkable for their prudent and Chriſtian 
conduct and fortitude, not ſuffering Mammon to be 
their maſter, but keeping him in his place at a proper 
diſtance as their ſervant; ſo they are in a capacity to 
ſerve God their Lord and Maſter and chiefeſt Sovereign, 
and alſo his church and people in their reſpective places. 
This kind of honourable tradeſmen, being above all 
other things concerned to improve their talents of grace, 
dare not eaſily omit attending their religious meetings, 
either on the Firſt-days or other days of the week; 
yea, ſome have even ſhut. up their ſhops during the 
meeting-time on the week-days, leſt their ſhops ſhould 
have ſhut them up, and debarred them from the en - 
Joyment of Chriſt's company with the two or three met 
in his name, May not we account theſe like faithful 

G 4 Abraham, 
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Abraham, who faid to his ſervants upon a weighty 
occaſion, . Abide ye here, and I and the lad will go 
« vonder and worſhip, and come again to you.“ When 
this ſort of highly valuable tradeſmen are occaſionally 
called abroad, and are riding their circuits among their 
chapmen, they endeavour, I believe, to get to as many 
meetings, even on the week-days, as they well can: 
theſe have good ground to hope for and expect the 
+ bleſſing of kind Providence to attend their honeſt en- 
deavours. 

We have alſo ground to fear, that too many under 
our name keep and frequent unſuitable company, 
taking more pleaſure in the ſociety of wine-bibbers, 
at the tavern or alehouſe, than with the two or three 
at the meeting, waiting for the „ of bleſſed 
Jeſus. | 

Moreover, another afflictipg ſorrowful diſorder, an# 
I fear a growing evil in theſe times of liberty and 
eaſe from perſecution, is mixed marriages, which 
generally uſher confuſion trouble and perplexity into 
families and the Society, much grieving, and almoſt (if 
not quite) breaking. the hearts of good parents; fo 
that many anxious fathers and mothers, obſerving with 
forrow the wide courſes which many are taking, do in 
effect frequently revolve in their penſive hearts, that 
-mournful query of ſolicitous Rebekah of old, If my 
child or children do as ſuch and ſuck have done, what 
good ſhall my life do me? 

Again, it is much to be feared there are ſome (I 

wulh 
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wiſh I had ground to fay there are none) guilty of 
that abſolute and abſurd contradiction, of proſeſſing the 

peaceable Spirit of 'meek Jeſus, the King of Salem 
and the Prince of Peace, and at the ſame time are 
litigious and contentions perſons, ſeeming to delight in 
firife, and ſtriving for maſtery: either in the church or 
among neighbours, or, it may be, ſometimes both, 
The eyes of the people have long been and ſtill are 
upon us, and confidering the extent of our high pro- 
feſſion, have and do make their remarks upon us, and 
can quickly obſerve when our conduct is confiftent with 

our profeſſed principles, and when repugnant thereto, . 
either in habit, ſpeech, or deportment. Have not ſome 

been ready to make the following obſervations? Such 
an one is an honeſt primitive Quaker, his or her dreſs, 
addreſs and whole conduct, agree to what he or ſhe 
profefleth : but ſuch and ſuch are modern faſhionable 
Quakers, they profeſs the Spirit, yet it is plain they 
live after the fleſh; ſo they are but nominal Quakers, 
Now inaſmuch as the continuance of the above- 

mentioned errors (and all others) are owing to, and 
cauſed by men's ſlighting and diſregarding the ſpiritual 
appearance and refining work of Chriſt in- their hearts, 
who is now come in Spirit, to put an end to fin and to 
finiſh tranſgreſſion, to make reconciliation and bring in 
everlaſting righteouſneſs; and inaſmuch” as he hath 
promiſed his bleſſed preſence to thoſe who, though 
very few in number, meet in his name, I have in much 
good will wrote the following lines, for the encourage- 
| 8" Ib | ment 
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ment of the faithful and diligent, and for the rouſing,. 
if poſſible, the remiſs and negligent, to that highly 
neseſſary and profitable duty of rightly attending reli- 
gious meetings, where he hath promiſed to be in the 
midſt of ſuch meeters. So that mens negligence, being 
the cauſe of theſe their continual diſorders (as Chrift 
| ſaid, while men ſlept an enemy did miſchief in the 
field), this being diſcontinued, and a vigilant diligence. 
being uſed in the room thereof, that evil cauſe being 
thus taken away, the evil effects thereof might 'conſe- 
quently ceaſe. Y 
But in caſe, after theſe my honeſt endeavours and. 
rs of love, I ſhould be blamed: for making the 
following remarks, or producing particular inſtances of 
the bad effects commonly attending the forſaking of 
religious meetings, as though I expoſed the weakneſs 
ſubſiſting in our Society; I aſſure thee, friendly reader, 
I am far from upbraiding any of my friends with their 
failures, but in good will to the cauſe and the @pls of 
all, I found myſelf engaged to write ſomething on theſe: 
neglects and diſorders, and the pernicious conſequences 
thereof, which long before I penned theſe lines were 
too notorious, being plainly expoſed by the very perſons 
themſelves, found in the errors ſpoken of. here and in 
the ſubſequent lines; ſo that the remarks made, and 
the inſtances produced of the deficiences of any of«ths 
profeflors of Truth, proceed not from ill will, nor were 
hidden things heretofore and now brought to light, 


but alas! have long been conſpicuous and noted by 
| many. 
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many. For notwithſtanding the prophet of old was 
commanded on this wiſe, Cry aloud, and ſpare not, 
&c, Iſaiah lviii. yet I ſhould be very ſorry from hence to 
preſume to ſay or write any thing againſt the real 
intereſt of the good and great cauſe, or to the prejudice 
of any man's perſon, condition or character; but, com- 
paſſionating my brethrens' ailings and failings, am 
rather ready to cry out, Tell 1 it not in Gan publiſh 
« it not in-Aſhkelon.” | | 
In much humility and good will to the ſouls of all; 
IT caſt my bread upon the waters, and ſubſcribe myſelf, 


Their reall ly affectionate F riend;. 
DAVID-HALL., 
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To al the Profeſhre of the ble Weed Truth, 8 the 
ſubſequent lines may come. | 


Dear Friends, 


Is the univerſal love of the glorious goſpel of Cbrit, 
which ever breathes out © Glory to God in the higheſt, 
„% on earth peace, and good-will towards men,” I 

cordially ſalute you, and therein take freedom humbly 
to offer the following unn to your ſolid con- 
ſideration. 

Notwithſtanding with much comfort I firmly hone, 
we have a large number in our Society in a good degree 
faithful ta the principle of Truth we profeſs, giving 
diligence to make their calling and election ſure, walk» 
ing circumſpectly and honeſtly as in the day both 
with regard to their moral and religious converſation, 
though not without their reſpective exerciſes on divers 
accounts, not daring to forſake the aſſembling of them- 
ſelves together whilſt capable ; for the encouragement 

- of all ſuch beloved brethren and ſiſters, whereſoever 
their lots are caſt (to whom my heart is nearly knit in 
the unity of the Spirit and the bond of peace), it 
ſprings up in my mind to remind them of the Apoſtle's 
tender advice, “ Let us not be weary in well-doing, 
« for in due ſeaſon we ſhall reap if we faint not.“ 
Gal. vi. 9g. © Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the 
coming of the Lord, Behold the huſbandman waiteth 
ce for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long 

« patience 
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e patience for it, until he receive the early and latter 
et rain, Be ye alſo patient; ſtabliſh your hearts, for 
tc the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.” James v. 7, 8. 
% Wherefore gird up the loins-of your mind, be ſober, 
s and hope to the end for the grace that is brought 
« unto you at the revelation of Jeſus Chriſt.“ 1 Pet. 
i, 13. © Watch ye, ſtand faſt in the faith, quit you like 
«© men; be ſtrong. Let all your things be done * 
« charity.” 1 Cor. xvi. 13, 14. 

Yet nevertheleſs, for the fake of ſome, yea alas! 
(with regret be it ſpoken) many of the profeſſors of 
the bleſſed Truth, who through coldneſs, lukewarmneſs, 
inconſiderateneſs, indolence, and the want of a true 
hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs- (occaſioned by 
their neglecting the work and guidance of the Spirit of 
Truth they profeſs), are become very remiſs and negli- 
gent, in this highly neceſſary and. reaſonable duty 
of attending religious meetings on week-days, as welt 
as Firſt-days, 1 find it to rife in my heart, in much 
good will, to recommend the following obſervations to 
their ſerious notice and conſideration. 

iſt. Inafmuch as Almighty God, our faithful and 
righteous Creator, hath placed us im a ſtation abſolutely 
dependent on him, in whom we live and move, and 
« have our being,“ in whoſe hand and diſpoſal we, our 
lives, health, abilities both-of body and mind, our pre- 
ſervation, our protection, ſupport, favours, privileges 
and enjoyments, both temporal and ſpiritual are, we 
being, as it were, tenants at will, having no known 
| leaſe 


158 MEMOIRS OF 


leaſe of our time, or-command of any thing; we are 
under moſt reaſonable and cloſe obligations to behave 
ourſelves as wholly dependent creatures, humbly and 
honeſtly to pay due homage and obedience, to him our 
gracious and bountiful Sovereign, Lord and Benefactor, 

ſor all the unmerited favours we enjoy under him, in 
faithfully. anſwering his requirings, in doing juſtly, 
loving mercy, and walking humbly with him ; which 
three articles briefly contain all our moral and religious 
duties, which none rightly perform who are negligent 
in attending meetings for Divine worſhip. 

. 2dly. May it be remembered, that in the preceding 
diſpenſations the Lord God required of his people, and 
commanded them ſtrictly to obſerve, divers convocations 
and feaſt- days; as the feaſt of paſſover; ſolemn feaſts. 
and faſts, as the feaſt of tabernacles, of unleavened 
bread, of weeks, of ſolemn days and aſſemblies; in 
the ſincere and devout obſervation whereof the people 
of God were accepted of him. Blow the trumpet in 
« Zion,” ſaith the prophet ; * ſanctify a faſt, call a 
« ſolemn aſſembly; gather the people; ſanctify the 
« congregation; aſſemble the elders ; gather the chil- 
ce dren, and thoſe that ſuck the breaſts : let the bride+ 
te groom go forth of his chamber, and the bride out of 
4 her cloſet.” Joel ii. 15, 16. Thus faid the Lord 
« of Hoſts; the faſt of the Fourth- month, ahd the faſt 
«of the Fifth, and the faſt of the Seventh, and the faſt 
« of the Tenth, ſhall be to the houſe of Judah joy and 
ve gladneſs, and chearful feaſts ; therefore love the Truth 

: cc and: 
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„ and peace. Zech. viii. 19. But the neglect and 
ſighting thereof diſpleaſed God, and turned much to 
their own diſadvantage, as being the ſorrowful effect 
of their declenſion, captivity and ſervitude, through 
their diſobedience to the Lord. “ Judah?” ſaith the 
text, © is gone into captivity,”” & . The ways of 
4 Zion do mourn, becauſe none come to the ſolemn 
« feaſts: all her gates are deſolate, her prieſts. ſigh, 
< her virgins are afflicted, and ſhe is in bitterneſs.” 
$dly. It is worthy our ſerious notice and conſideration, 

how acceptable and pleaſing to the Lord the meetings, 
communications, and the very thoughts of thoſe that 
feared him were, what peculiar regard and tender reſpect 
he had, what precious promiſes he made unto them in 
thoſe depraved times; wherein irreligion ſo much pre- 
vailed that the proud were called happy, yea they 
that thought wickedneſs were ſet up,. yea they that: 
tempted- God were even delivered. Then,” faith the 
prophet Malachi, “they that. feared the Lord, ſpake 
« often one to another (whence we may conclude they 
* were met together), and the Lord hearkened and: 
cc heard it, and a book of remembrance was written 
© before him, for them that feared the Lord and that 
cc thought upon his name, And they. ſhall be mine, 
« ſeith the Lord of Hoſts, in that day when I make up 
« my jewels; and I will ſpare them as a man ſpareth 
tc his own ſon that ſerveth him.” Mal. iii. 16, 17. The 
paſſover was ſo ſtrictly enjoined, that it was commanded 
on this wiſe, viz, 4 The man that is clean, and is not 
« 10 
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in a journey, and forbeareth to keep the paſſover, 
« even the ſame ſoul ſhalt be eat off from his people; ; 
% becauſe he brought not the offering of the Lord in 
« his appointed ſeaſon 3 that man ſhall bear his ſin, 
« And if a ſtrapger ſhall ſojourn among you, and will 
« keep the paſſover unto the Lord, according to the 
« ordinance of the paſſover, and according to the 
0 manner thereof, ſo he ſhall do: ye ſhall: have one 
« ordinance both for the ſtranger and for him that was 
born in the land.” Numb. ix. 13, 14. 

Vet ſuch was and now is the mercy and juſtice of God, 
that he neither ever did nor now doth require any thing 
unreaſonable or impracticable; for he condeſcended to 
zHow a ſecond paſſover, to ſuch as were neceſſarily de- 
prived of appearing at the firſt, by reaſon of indiſpo- 
fition, uncleanneſs, or abſence in a journey afar off. 
 qthly. Let us now come to the glorious diſpenſation 
of the goſpel we live in, wherein Chriſt the author 
thereof, our glorious High Prieſt and bleſſed Mediator, 
himſelf ſpeaks unto the churches, who is the complete 
Antitype, in whom all the types ſhadows and figures 
concenter ; and let it be with ſolemn reverence and all 
due regard, humbly obſerved, that he hath graciouſly 
promiſed on this wiſe, «Where two or three are 
gathered together in my name, there I am in the 
« midft of them.” Mat, xviii. 20, & I beſeech you, 
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye 
« preſent your bodies a living ſacrifice, holy, acceptable 
« unto God, which is your reaſonable ſeryice,” Rom, 
XU. 1. 
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xii, 1, © Not forſaking the aſſembling ourſelves to- 
« gether, as the manner of ſome is, but exhorting 
ce one another; and ſo much the more, as ye ſee the day 
« approaching.” Heb. x. 25. 

Now, dear friends, have we not ſome ground to fear, 
that thoſe under the profeſſion of the bleſſed Truth, 
who do, whilſt in health and ſtrength, ſadly negle& the 
attending of religious meetings, ſo much encouraged 
by the promiſe above, are not truly obedient, but ne- 
gle& their own mercies, by fo lighting our glori- 
ous High Prieſt and his bleſſed company, with his two- 
or three gathered in his name. Oh that all che 
profeſſors of Truth, were righily concerned duly to 
regard the ſaid gracious promiſe, with the full extent 
and conditions thereof; and alſo to reduce to practice 
the advice of the apoſtle, Purge out therefore the 
« old leaven, that ye may be a new lump ; as ye are 
« unleavened : for even Chriſt our paſſover is ſacri- 
ie ficed for us. Therefore let us keep the faſt, not 
« with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice 
« and wickedneſs, but with the unleavened bread of 
« ſmcerity and truth.“ 1 Cor. v. 7, 8. 


May it therefore, I ſay, be humbly remembered, how 
this our gracious High Prieſt hath not only promiſed 
his attendance and moſt worthy company, where two or 
three are. gathered in his name (as above), but hath 
alſo mercifully and tenderly invited needy fouls unto 
him on this wile, „Come unto me all ye that labour 
« and are ae laden, and I will give you reſt, Take 
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e my. yoke upon you, and learn of me; for 1 am 
ce meek and lowly in heart, and ye ſhall find reſt unto- 
ce your ſouls: for my yoke is eaſy, and my burden is 
*« light.“ Mat. xi. 28, 29, 30. And again, his call is 
repeated, ** In the laſt day, that great day of the feaſt, 
« Jeſus ſtood and cried, ſaying, If any man thirſt, let 
« him come unto me and drink. He that believeth on 
<« me, as the Scripture hath ſaid, out of his belly ſhall 
« flow rivers of living water. But this ſpake he of the 
« Spirit, which they that believe on him ſhall receive,” 
&c. John vii. 37, 38, 39. 

&thly. May it be added to the premiſes, how that 
ſoon after the breaking forth of the bleſſed Truth, after 
the long and dark night of apoſtacy, our ancient friends 
in the morning of the day, finding a conſcientious 
concern upon them to decline the formalities then run 
into, retired and met together to wait upon the Lord, 
to know and witneſs the fulfilling of that bleſſed promiſe 
of Chriſt to his diſciples, But the Comforter which 
is the Holy Ghoſt, whom the F ather will ſend in my 
«© name, he ſhall teach you all things, and bring all. 
« things to your remembrance, whatſoever I have ſaid 
« unto you.” John xiv. 26. As they were (we have 
good ground certainly to believe) led into this practice, 
and by the ſame alſo mercifully regarded and protected 
therein through many and great ſufferings, occaſioned. 
by the penal laws then in force againſt thoſe that diſ- 
ſented from the national church eſtabliſhed by law); 


ſo our dear forefathers and ancient faithful friends, 
conſcientiouſly 


NS". 


e 


ſtorms and rugged billows of perſecution aforeſaid !. 


DAVID HALL. 163 


conſcientiouſly then attended religions meetings, both 
on Firſt-days and other days of the week, under the 
hazard of their lives, liberties and eſtates; yea, I ſay, 
they flocked to. meetings as doves to the windows, 
though ſometimes a good many miles diſtant, and found 
great peace in ſo doing, and the enriching bleſſing of | 
God to attend them, and often their offspring too : 
ſo in time as they increaſed, by the direction and ſweet 
influence of the bleſſed Spirit, they were engaged to 
appoint and ſettle meetings here and there, as in the 
wiſdom of Truth they ſaw convenient, both on Firſt- 
days and other days of the week ; and when they were 
haled from their meetings to priſons, they had often 
precious meetings there, and found thoſe places, as 
Jacob ſaid of Bethel on his pillow of ſtone, to be to 
them as the houſe of God and gate of Heaven, being 
made to ſing in the priſon as Paul and Silas did, when 
their legs were in, the ſtocks by the then ſecular 
powers, 

Now, 3 I beſeech all that profeſs the ever 
bleſſed Truth, and eſpecially thoſe that are remiſs in 
this important and ſo material a duty now before us, 
duly to remember and truly conſider, how wonderfully 
the Lord hath wrought for his church and people, how 
he hath turned the hearts of kings, and in effect hath 
ſaid unto them, « Touch not mine anointed, do my 
«« prophets no harm.” What peaceable calm times 
have we long enjoyed, with reſpect to thoſe violent 


Are. 


in this time of tranquillity, and, as I may ſay, Sabbath- 


felves together, in order to worſhip and pay due bomage 


temporal and fpiritual ? 
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Are not we now both tolerated and protected in keep- 


ing our religious meetings? What then will become of 
thoſe poor profeſſors of the unchangeable Truth, who, 


day of reſt from the aforementioned probations, are 
taking their flight from the refining work and baptiſm 
of the Holy Spirit they are making a profeſſion of, 
into the inordinate cares or pleaſures of this world, or 
into indolence, indifferency and lukewarmneſs, touch- 
ing the vital part of religion; ſo as miſerably to forſake 
(or at leaſt too much neglect) the aſſembling of them- 


to the bountiful author of all our unmerited ene 


Inſomuch, therefore, as the Divine Miniſter of the 
ſanctuary, and true tabernacle which God hath pitched 
and not man, hath ſo reafonably afforded us fuch great 
encouragement to attend religious meetings, though 
conſiſting of very few in number, and hath ſhewn ſo un- 
deniably and indiſputably his peculiar approbation 
thereof, by that gracious and ſpecial promiſe of his 
vouchſafing to be preſent with the two or three that 
ſo meet; the fame duty is alſo urged and earneſtly 
recommended by the apoſtle to the believers of his 
day, that they ſhould not forſake the aſſembling of 
themſelves together, as the manner of ſome in thoſe 
times was, and, alas! of too many in theſe days though 
ſo highly favoured: © And let us conſider,” faith he, 
ne another, to provoke unto love and to good 
9 cs works . 
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«© works : not forſaking the aſſembling of ourſelves to- 
« pether, as the manner of ſome. is, but exhorting 
« one another, and ſo much the more, as ye ſee the 
«« day approaching.” Heb. x. 24, 25. The ſame apoſtle 
fervently and pathetically addreſſed the Roman church, 
exciting them to pious and devout performance of 
this their reaſonable ſervice, reminding them of the 
ſignal mercies of God, as a preſſing and cogent 
argument, moving grateful and truly conſiderate per- 
ſons to the faithful performance of their reaſonable 
duties to their merciful benefactor, and the glorious 
donor of all their enjoyments, exprefling himſelf on 
this wiſe : © I beſeech you therefore brethren, by the 
© mercies of God, that ye preſent your bodies a living 
© ſacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 
« reaſonable ſervice.” Rom, xii. 1. May we not ſafely 
conclude, that the right attending of aſſemblies for 
Divine worſhip, is both a duty acceptable unto God, 
and fignally advantageous unto our ſouls ; and that, 
as this is an indiſpenſable duty (whilſt we are in health 
and ftrength, and at liberty), therefore the omiſſion of 
this weighty ſervice is of dangerous conſequence, 
© Then were aſſembled unto me,” (faith Ezra, that 
deeply concerned ſervant of the Lord), © every one 
* that trembled at the words of the God of Ifrael.? 
Ezra ix, 4. The true hearted Quakers then did and 
now do (whilſt ſtrength and liberty do permit) aſſem- 
ble in order to obtain relief and help from the Lord, 
to worſhip him in Spirit and Truth, to enjoy the ſweet 
and edifying communion one with another, as mem- 
| bers 
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bers of one body, by feeling the one quickening Spirit 
from the holy Head, the ng circulation of the blood 
of Chriſt, 5 8 

And now, my friends, may 1 1557 freedom to make 
the following remarks. 

iſt, It hath been objected by ſome on this wiſe, 
That as the ſabbath was but one day in the week com- 
manded and ſet apart for divine ſervice, in the time of 


the Moſaic law, what need ſo much ado about Week- 


day meetings now ? . To which very weak and poor 
objection, I ſhall in the firſt place anſwer thus: Sup- 
poſe there had been in that diſpenſation, no other day 
but the Seventh in each week appointed by the Lord, 
wherein his people ſhould ceaſe from ſervile work, and 
devoutly and ſolemnly perform worſhip to him ; yet in 
this goſpel diſpenſation we are, or ought to be, brought. 
much nearer to God, and be much more devout and 
ſpiritually minded, according to the apoſtle's teſtimony, 
For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing 
© in of a better hope did, by the which we draw nigh 
© unto God.“ Heb. vii. 19. Beſides, the ſolemnities 
and holy convoeations above-mentioned, ſufficiently 
refute the aforeſaid very weak plea and objection; 
which ſolemnities were to be obſerved by the Lord's 
people in that diſpenſation, and the neglectors thereof 
were to be taken notice of, and called to an account. 
What apology then, I ſay, ſhall thoſe make, or how 


Hall they anſwer it, who are * and negligent in 


obſerving 
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obſerving and attending the ſolemn meetings and * 
ſemblies in this glorious goſpel day. 

2dly, Some may perhaps object, and ſeem to en- 
deavour to excuſe themſelves in this kind of negligence, 
and the omiſſion of ſo neceſſary and profitable a duty as 
we are, in much good will to the cauſe of Truth and 
the ſouls of its profeſſors, treating of, by alledging, 
that their meeting is ſmall, or that they have no 
publick miniſter ſettled therein, and that they can 
ſcarce think it worth their while conſtantly to attend 
the ſame. Anſwer, Are not there two or three? If fo 
many, Chriſt hath promiſed them his bleſſed company 
if met in a right mind, and he is the moſt excellent 
miniſter of the ſanctuary and true tabernacle, which 
God hath pitched and not man, without whom, the 
greateſt of inſtrumental miniſters can do nothing, are 
of no ſervice : but this' moſt powerful, moſt merciful, 
and moſt glorious High Prieſt and heavenly miniſter, 
appears with his people and flock, according to his 
gracious promiſe ; and can when he pleaſes, whoſe time 
is the beſt time, effectually and ſuitably ſupply all the 
wants of his true followers, without inſtrumental mi- 
niſters; although we own, and humbly confeſs, that 
the miniſtry of the goſpel, by and through inſtruments 
influenced and actuated by the aboveſaid all-powerful 
Miniſter, hath been, is, and ever will be of ſingular 
ſervice, to the huſbandry, heritage and plantation of 
God, as it is rightly applied, and therefore ought to 
be valued in its place, But oh, alas! how do thoſe 
| ungrateful 
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ungrateful creatures undervalue and put a ſlight upon 
our bleſſed Mediator of this new covenant, our Phy- 
ſician of the greateſt value, the Biſhop of our ſouls 
and our Saviour, who hath ſhed his precious blood 
and given his life a ranſom for us, that in any wiſe 
can find in their heart to omit the attending even ſmall 
meetings, though without any inſtrumental miniſter, 
when he hath upon moſt reaſonable conditions promiſed 

his life-giving preſence there. | 
zadly. As the true-hearted and faithful 8 of 
humble Jeſus, find it their indiſpenſible duty and pe- 
culiar intereſt to attend religious meetings, whether 
they be great or ſmall, whether they have in them in- 
ſtrumental miniſters or they have none, both on Firſt- 
days and other days of the week; they grow and proſ- 
per in the Truth, even in the root of true religion, 
and are very often ſignally bleſſed and favoured by 
- kind Providence, even in the things of this life, and 
come up in the real improvement of their talents, and 
conſequently in their reſpective ſervices in the church, 
enjoying their peace whilſt in health, and the abound- 
ings thereof when on ſick and dying beds; whilſt, on 
the other hand, thoſe poor unthinking profeſſors of 
Truth, who, by neglecting the work thereof in their 
own hearts, become ſlack and backward in the attend- 
ing of meetings for Divine worſhip (letting in reaſon- 
ings, and probably the vain allegations aboveſaid), 
do not thrive in the true religion, and ſeem alſo ſome- 
times ' blaſted, as touching their ſucceſs in temporal 
affairs, 
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affairs, are of little or no help (but rather nuiſances) 
in the Society, and often are made to bewail their paſt 
—— on _ and "Fug beds; of which more 
Dives . nme; of the . bleling 


* kind Providence attending the profeſſors of Truth, 
who witneſſed the real work thereof in their own hearts 


my particular notice in my pilgrimage ; ; one whereof I 
may here mention. 


(having been from his childhood educated in the way 
of the national church), being favoured with the mer- 
ciful- viſitation of the Lord, he became uneaſy with 
the traditional fingings and ſuperficial formalities uſed 
in the ſaid communion ; whereupon ſeeking and en- 
quiring for the right way of worſhip acceptable unto 
God, he dropt into a ſmall meeting of Friends, wherein 
no inſtrumental miniſtry (as I remember) was heard 
that day; yet, nevertheleſs, the ſeeking youth was 
made contrite, melted, and thoroughly convinced of 
the Truth in that filent meeting, (the like account I 


others) and thenceforward, perſevering under an 
awful regard to that gracious hand that had ſo viſited 
him, he grew in grace and the ſaving knowledge of 
God; but being of poor and low circumſtances, as to 
things of this life, was obliged to labour hard for his 
6.53 H bread 


and were obedient to its requirings, have occurred to 


A certain worthy ancient miniſter gave, in my au- 
dience, the following relation, © That in his young years, 


have alſo heard concerning the convincement of ſome 
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bread, and, being a taylor by trade, was often obliged 
to work at other peoples* houſes, yet could not be cafy 
to omit week-day meetings, but laying aſide his work 
was engaged to walk often a pretty way to week-day 
meetings; yet ſuch was his diligence and induſtry be. 
fore and after the ſaid meetings, that thoſe he worked 
for deſired no allowance dr abatement for the time 
ſpent on account of the ſaid meetings. Some time after} 
this he married a young woman convinced of the Truth] 
2 little while before, Now the ſtorms of perſecution 
roſe high, and having now and chen a meeting in hi! 
houſe {being himſelf in the-miniſterial capacity) they 
cheerfully fuffered the ſpoiling of their goods for 
Truth's ſake, and were ſtripped very bare as to tem- 
porals, having two ſmall children, and his wife wit 
child of the third; yet keeping faithful, according to 
the beſt of their knowledge and ability, and con- 
ſequently not daring to be remiſs or indifferent in tha 
important duty of attending religious meetings, the 
were bleſſed every way, and their little oil and medi 
were thereby rendered capable to anſwer all juſt de 
mands, and moreover to make many little cakes far 
the prophets of the Lord.“ They had all along a plac 
and houſe of reception and hoſpitality for his meſſenę 
to the day of their death, which was in peace ine: 
preſſible. 
On the other hand many, by the wretched 1040 
N about ſpiritual and religious matters (though i 
may be at the ſame time pretty ſtanch moraliſts) hav 
become 
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decome guilty of this miſerable deficiency of neglecting 
or forſaking the aſſembling themfelves, in order to per- 
form Divine worſhip on week-days, and ſome have fo 
lamentably been prevailed upon by that indiſpoſition of 
lukewarmneſs, or by the ſurfeiting and choaking pares 
of this world, the deceitfulneſs of riches, or the love 
of other things (or, it may be in fome weak perſons, 
by taking a diſguſt againſt ſome miniſter, Friend or 
Friends of the meeting) have ſhamefully abſented re- 
ligious aſſemblies, even often on the Firſt-days of the 
week, abſolutely contrary to the laws of God, the laws 
of the land, and the repeated advices and well known 
rules of the Society they would unreaſonably be ac- 
counted members of. But alas! alas! fuch are in a 
miſerable dwindling ſtate and habit of ſoul, laying 
a foundation for fature repentance, anguiſh and tribu- 
lation ; many piteous inſtances of this kind have ap- 
peared (and peradventure ſome ſuch may at this day 
be found) under the profeſſion of the Truth; one of 
which I ſhall here take freedom to mention, as a caution 
worthy to be taken notice of. K 
A certain young man, as I remember, beginning 

trade and buſineſs for himſelf, was thereby ſo engroſſed 
and hurried in his anxious mind, that he too much 
omitted the attending of religious meetings; but being 
attacked by ſickneſs and brought to a bed of languiſh- 
ing, his paſt negligence became his burden, under the 
ſenſe of which he groaned and bemoaned himſelf; and 
being aſked by a friend the cauſe of his ſo great diſtreſs 
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and ftrength of body, may ſo conſider both their 
duty and intereſt in this reſpect, as that they may not 


or ſupine indolence, to be deprived thereby of the 
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of mind, he anſwered, it was becauſe he had been tos 
remiſs in going to meetings, eſpecially week-day meet- 
ings; but added, that if the Lord would be pleaſed to 
raiſe him up again to his former ſtate of health, he 
would be more careful and more diligent in that im- 
portant duty.“ 

Oh! therefore that all in time of liberty, health 


ſuffer themſelves, through too eager purſuit of, or too 
cloſe attachment to the enjoyments of this fading world, 


many goſpel privileges offered unto us; of which the 
peaceable enjoyment of our religious meetings is one of 
great worth, and always ſo accounted and highly valued 
by the faithful and truly, thoughtful people of God. 

_ 4thly, Beſides what 1s afore ſaid touching the great 
diſadvantage that accrues to thoſe particulars, who are 
found deficient in this momentous duty now, treated of, 
they are bad examples to the young people and others ; 
eſpecially thoſe who have. children coming up, and 
perhaps ſervants under- their care too, being in the 
ſation of governors of families, if they are evidently 
negligent they loſe their authority, and render themſelves 
bad precedents to their children and -ſervants, and ſo, 
as ſuch, cannot give effectual precepts and adyice to 
their families; but alas! through their diſmal neglect 
and indolence, their poor children, being too much left 


to W often prove libertines, and run to ruin. 
How 
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How then ſhall ſuch unfaithful EY in the day of 
account anſwer for theſe neglects, both with reſpect to | 
their own particulars, their poof families, and the meet- 
ings they belong to, in which, if they had been honeſtly 
concerned, they might have been of good ſervice ? 
Shall not ſuch unjuſt ſtewards be called to an account ? 
Oh! that all parents of children, and governors of 
families, would ſeriouſſy and timely diſcover how 
pleaſing and acceptable to the Lord Abraham's care 
and concern for his children, and for thoſe under his 
immediate care was, Shalt I,” ſaid the Lord, hide 
„ from Abraham that thing which I-do * For I-know - 
«him, that he will command his children and his houſe- 
«hold after him, and they ſhall keep the my of hd 
« Lord,” Gen. xviit, 17,19. | | 
All thofe that meet, I ſay, in the name of Jeſus, | 
that is, under a truly awful religious and conſcien- 
tious concern of mind, do not only perform their rea- 
ſonable ſervice to God, and ſo reap his peace and bleſ- 
fing, but are of fingular help and comfort to the true. 
hearted in the meeting; whilſt the | abſent worldlings,. 
being as miſerable comforters, are neither juſt and 
honeſt to God, to themſelves, nor to their friends and 
families, Manifold therefore, I fay, are the obliga« 
tions we are all under, and more eſpecially we that 
have children and families, to come up in the honeſt 
diſcharge of that our reaſonable ſervice, viz. both with 
regard to the due performance of, 1ſt, our duties to 
God; 2dly, to our children and families; 3dly, to the 
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meetings we reſpectively belong to; and àthly, that we 
may bear our teſtimony openly to all beholders, in aſ- 
ſembling ourſelves to wait upon and worſhip the Father, 
io Spirit and in Truth, even on wook-deys « as well as 


Firſt- days. 


Sthly. It is almoſt ſurprizing to A how Sum) 
profeſſors of Truth, who ſeem very diſregardful of 
Chrilt's glorious promiſe, which they plainly diſcover | 
by their ſlighting and abſenting meetings where two 
or three are met, if a noted public Friend appoints 
a meeting, how ſuch are raiſed on the wing and flock 
30 hear him, and ſometimes follow him to the next 
meeting. Now although we ought certainly, whilſt 


Capable, willingly and thankfully to give the Lord's 


meſſengers and ambaſſadors our company, and ſeriouſly 
hear and rightly apply their meſſages ; yet inſomuch 
as bleſſed Jeſus, our great and good Lord and Maſter, 
hath promiſed to be in the midſt of two or three rightly 
met, we ought to prefer him above all, I fay, withour 
ſlighting or undervaluing the leaſt ſervant who bringeth 
glad tidings, whoſe very feet are beautiful- upon the 
mountains: but ſuch plainly appear to neglect and 
{light the moſt glorious Miniſter and High- Prieſt, who 
100 ſeldom attend ſmall meetings, purſuant to his ſaid 
conditional promiſe, and, as it were, appointment. 
1 would by no means have my reader to ſuppoſe, by 


what is aforeſaid, that I am blaming my Friends for 


accompanying the meſſengers of the Lord to the next 
meeting, for that Is a brothexly duty, which 1 myſelf 
took 


ier, 
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took great delight in, whilſt in health and ſtrength in | 
my younger years, and would encourage the right- / 
minded in ſo doing ; neither would I hereby diſcourage 
any who, having been neglectors of week-day's meet- 
ings, may find themſelves awakened and rouſed up by 
any inftrument; I would not, I ſay, diſcourage ſuch 


from going along with ſuch a Friend to the next meet- 


ing, or further, as the cords of truth may draw him; 
but to keep cloſe to that Divine touch and mfluence 
they have been favoured with, through the miniſtry of 
the ſaid inſtrument, which they may undoubtedly find 
renewed and increaſed, as they humbly retire to the 
Maſter and Spring of all good in their own hearts, who 
hath promiſed to be with the two or three, who are or 
ſhall be rightly gathered, when ſuch inſtrumental 
miniſters may be far abſent, or even removed from us 
by death, The great and good Shepherd, ſpeaking - 
of himſelf and his flock, ſaith thus; When he putteth 
« forth his own ſheep, he goeth before them; and the 
« ſheep follow him, for they know his voice.” John x. 4. 
Whenever therefore he putteth forth any, old or 
young, maſters or ſervants, rich or poor, and goeth 
before them, let them readily go forth and follow him. 
We heartily wiſh they may grow and proſper ; yet I 
muſt ſay, whereſoever any profeſſors of truth are found 
and obſerved from time to time to neglect or forſake, 
er at leaſt do not duly attend their reſpective meetings 


at home, both on Firſt-days and other days of the 
week, and yet it may be are forward to attend 
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Monthly, General, and ſometimes probably Quarterly 
Meetings; may not ſuch their proceedings be juſtly 
accounted irregular and prepoſterous ? for how.can we 


expect thoſe can be of real ſervice at Monthly and 


Quarterly Meetings, who flight and forſake the meet-. 
ings they belong to at home? It is much deſired there- 
fore, that all profeſſing the bleſſed principle of Truth, 
in whatſoever ſtations or vocations they are placed, 
may let the harms of others be their ſeaſonable caution, 
that they may be effectually rouſed up and excited to 
diligence in the honeſt performance of this. weighty. 
duty, now ſpoken of in much good will. to ſouls; the. 
right diſcharge whereof has often been, and is, at- 
tended with the enriching bleſſing of kind Providence 
in ſpiritual things, and ſometimes in temporal; and the: 
neglect thereof is attended with leanneſs of ſoul, with. 
many diſappointments and diſadvantages. . | | 
And further, with regard to that great duty Friends 

owe to their children, in the due nurture and edu» 
cation of them, to which they are bound--by the laws 
of God and nature : we ought in the firſt place to look 
well to ourſelves, and then to our children; Daughters 
« of Jeruſalem, weep not for me,” ſaid Chriſt, ( but 
« weep for yourſelves and for your children.“ Luke 
xxiii. 28. How ſhall any be rightly concerned for 
their children, who are negligent touching their own 
conditions? It is to be feared the wide courſes of many, 
children, have been often occaſioned (in great meaſure), 
by the indolence and irreligion of their parents. I 

cannot 
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cannot well omit taking notice of one ſtripling, whoſe 
parents were profeſſors of Truth, rich in things of this 
life; yet, alas! theſe parents, being themſelves too 
remiſs in attending week-day meetings, and, conſe- 
quently not good examples, did not train up their ſon 
in the performance of that duty, wherein they them- 
ſelves were deficient: ſo he grew up ſo much indulged 
in liberty, that I was credibly informed he has been 
ſeen, even in the very time of the meeting which was 
beld near their dwelling-houſe, to walk into the fields 
with his fowling- piece, &c. But oh! what was the 
conſequence of ſuch irreligious proceedings and liber. 
ties; this youth beeame rather an affliction than a com- 
fort to Friends, lived faſt as a-libertine, and died ſoon 
in the flower of his age: which ſorrowful remarks I 
make with much awe, humility and reverence. c 
6thly, Some profeſſors of Truth, as hinted before, 
have betrayed ſo much indiſcretion and unmortified 
temper of mind, as to abſent religious meetings, and 
it may be meetings of bufineſs too, through ſome dif- 
like or offence taken againſt ſome particular Friend or. 
Friends, or perhaps againſt ſome ſteps in the difcipline, . 
or it may be againſt a miniſter belonging to the 
meeting ; which -unjuſtifable ſteps lead to confuſion, . 
the loſs of unity with the Society, and oftentimes is. 
attended with great diſadvantage to the immortal ſouls 
of theſe unhappy perſons, who fooliſhly fall into fo bad 
a practice; and beſides all this, it affords a very bad 
_—_ to the young people (eſpecially) . whoſe quick 
Hs eyes 
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eyes are upon them and theſe their by-ſteps, and will 
very likely make ſhrewd remarks on ſach miſconduct. 
which is grievous to all good men that behold it, but 
moſt pernicious: to thoſe guilty thereof ; of whom we 
may ſay, Wrath killeth the fooliſh man, and — 
« ſlayeth the filly one.“ Job. v. 2. 

othly. As the truly concerned and faithful F dend 
to what they profeſs, do, whilſt capable thereof, find it 


their incumbent duty diligently to attend meetings, 


both on FPirſt days and other days of the week; ſo it 
is their care both to obſerve, as much as they well 


can, the hour appointed for the gathering of the meet- 


ings, and alſo when there to fit under a fervent and 
inward concern, that they may be made ſenſible of the 
fulfilling of Chriſt's gracious promiſe aboveſaid, that 
he will be in the midſt of thoſe. that meet in his 
name; while on the other hand, many careleſs and 
lukewarm profeſſors, are both flack in meeting together 


and, when they do come, often come very late and 


ſtragling, and when met fit too much unconcerned, if 


not ſleeping ; whilſt the honeſt-hearted are in a deep 


travail, and perhaps weeping, to whom thoſe neg- 


ligent. profeſſors are fo far from being help-meets, that 
they are too often a burden to others truly concerned; 


yet, alas! the greateſt loſs and diſadyantage is to their 
own ſouls, ſo that though they go at times to re- 
Igious aſſemblies, they do not reap that ſpiritual be- 
nefit that they might do, becauſe they do not diligently 


ſow to the ſpirit, Therefore, as faithful Friends, truly 
concerned 
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eoncerned to improve their time and talents, find meet - 
mgs of worſhip times and places of improvement. 
pleaſure and profit, and therefore are, like careful in- 
duſtrious tradeſmen, very deſirous though through 
fome difficulties, to attend thoſe places where the moſt 
gain and advantage may be in all likelihood obtained. 
But pray, how ſhould they who, through the negle& of 
their talents of grace and truth, find little or nothing 
of either profit or pleaſure in religious meetings, be 
deſirous to preſs through crowds'to get to them? Nay, 
may we not ſafely conclude thoſe, who are remiſs in 
getting to religions meetings, do not experience (by 


reaſon of their own neglect of the gift of grace) that 


fwect and excellent gain of godlineſs which the faith · 


ful do, and therefore may probably think it ſcarce 


worth their while to take much pains about ſuch a 
matter; when it is very likely the ſame perſons, in 
caſe they had ground to hope they could gain a ſum of 
money, or make a conſiderable improvement of theie 
temporal ſtock in the way of their outward buſineſs, 
would be very careful not io miſs the opportunity; al- 
though they can ſcarce be prevailed upon to uſe ſuch. 
endeavours, for the obtaining the moſt bleffed, moſt. 
excellent company and preſence of ſeſus, our glorious 
High-Prieft, our Savioar, the King of Salem, and the 
Prince of Peace, though fo lovingly invited by him, 
May not they who flight ſuch a gracious promiſe, 
apply to themſelves thoſe words of the Almighty, 
„They that deſpiſe me ſhall be lightly eſteemed.” 

H 6 1 Sam. 
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1 Sam. ii. 30. On the other hand, may not the true 
and faithful attenders of religious aſſemblies, by faith 
lay hold on that promiſe, Them that honour me, I 
* will honour ;?% and likewiſe receive conſolation and 
encouragement from theſe words of Chriſt ; . Fear 
** not, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleaſure 
« to give you the kingdom?“ Luke xii. 32. Faithful 
Friends forecaſt their buſineſs, ſo as nothing, ſo far as 
in them lies, , may interfere. and hinder them from at- 
tending week-day meetings. Do not we generally 
know on what day the week · day meetings will fall ? 
We ought therefore, I ſay, ſo to forecaſt and, as much 
as we can, to order our temporal affairs, that nothing 
which may be well done on another day, may be ſuf. 
fered to fall in our way as an impediment, to hinder 
us from meeting with Chriſt and his two or three. If I 
attend religious meetings only on ſuch days, wherein 
the very laws. of the land ſuffer no fairs or markets to 
be held, nor will allow me to open my ſhop, or to be 
engaged in ſervile work; if, I ſay, I ſerve (or pretend 
to ſerve). God in religious aſſemblies, on thoſe days 
only, on which the laws of the land do not allow me 
actually to labour for the things of this world, * 
reward have I? 

8thly. As king Solomon vitnh, « Train up a 
« child in the way he ſhould go,” &c... it. is fully be- 
lieved by a large cloud of living witneſſes, that as men 
ſhould go to and diligently attend meetings. for, Divine 
worſhip, ſo even children ought to be trained up in 
attending 
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attending ſuch aſſemblies, when in the wiſdom: of truth, 
pious parents, guardians and ſchoolmaſters may ſee 
convenient and - ſuitable; not at all doubting, but all 
thoſe that have theſe tender plants under their care, as 
they mind their own conditions and growths in grace, 
will be moved and helped, prudently and gradually to 
train them towards (and in due time in) the real per- 
formance of this ſo important a duty; neither over- 
driving the little lambs, nor, through a too. fond in- 
dulgence or careleſsneſs, leaving them behind, or ſuffer 
them to loiter, but always-watching over them with an 
eye of regard, in a due conſideration of their tender 
age, capacities and circumſtances, Being thus con- 
cerned, I do not much queſtion but they will often find 
themſelves engaged, to bring the little ones to meetings 
at proper times. 12 OO 
Objection. Some have objected to ſuch propoſals on 
this wiſe, Let them firſt have ſenſe, and then bring 
them to meetings. Anſw. He that was repreſented by 
a certain houſeholder, who went out early in the morn- 
ing. to hire labourers into his vineyard, hath often 
touched the tender minds of children ia the early part 
of their time, and, as it were, in the dawn and morn- 
ing of their day: ſome about the fixth, ſeventh, eighth 
or tenth. year of their age (and ſome ſooner) have been 
graciouſly viſited, broken and. tendered by the ſweet 
influences of him, who. bleſſed the little children that 
were formerly brought unto him, commanding that 
ſuch ſhould be ſuffered and in no wiſe forbidden, We 
Cannot 
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eannot fix the time of chAdrens viſitations ; whether at 
the third, fixth, or ninth hour, he ſhall be pleaſed to 


give them an invitation out of the market-place into 
the vinevard : however, it is firmly beheved it is the 


indiſpenſible duty of parents, ſchoolmaſters, and thoſe 


entruſted with the nurture of children, humbly to pre- 
fent them before the Lord in the ſolemn meetings of 
worſhip aboveſaid, and fervently to beg his bleſſing 
upon them; which I am ſenſible is and will be un- 
doubtedly the concern of all thoſe parents, &c, that 
are or ſhall be rightly concerned for their own ſouls, 
But, oh!. Friends, how can it be expected, that they 
who neglect their own ſtates and conditions, and their 
own reſpective duties in attending meetings, ſhould be 
effectually concerned for, and rightly bring thoſe up in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord, who are un- 
der their care? How ſhould. thoſe parents, who do not 
weep for themſelves, rightly weep for their children ? 
« Weep not for me,” faid Chriſt, to the lamenting. 
daughters of Jeruſalem, „but weep for yourſelves and 
„your children. Nay, ſome of thoſe parents, remiſs 
in their duty to God and their own ſouls (in regard to 
attending meetings, &c.) and conſequently to their 


offspring, have too often rejected and taken amiſs. the 
advice of their well-wiſhing friends, with reſpect to- 


their negligence, reſpecting their own welfare, and. 
conſequently their childrens good. Some parents it 
may be have gone to meetings themſelves, but have 
too oſten left their children (or at leaſt coo many of 


them) - 
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them) at home, (expoſed very likely to | unſuitable 
company and undue liberties. Nay, ſome living in 
the town where the Firſt day and week-day meetings 
were held, have (both themſelves and their children) 
too much forſaken the aſſembling themſelves together, 
eſpecially on the week-days ; and perhaps ſome of theſe 
irreligious profeſſors would be fitting, or walking, or 
talking in the ſtreet during the week-day meeting- 
time, and when admoniſhed to a more becoming con- 
duct they have taken it amiſs, and ſpurned violently 
againſt the advice and the adviſer; and by ſuch be- 
haviour it has been thought they have hardened their 
children againſt Friends. But, alas ! thoſe imprudent 
creatures, both elder and younger, have been attended 
with manifett tokens of the great Joſs they ſuſtained 
thereby divers ways. May therefore the barms * 
others be our ſeaſonable precautions. 

In anſwer to the obje ions ſome have made, or may 
make, againſt bringing children to religious meetings, 
ſcarce thinking them perhaps capable of receiving 
profit therein, I much defire the words and obſervations 
of our worthy friend Robert Barclay, in his Propoſition 
of Worſhip, page 359, 360, may be ſeriouſly con- 
fidered, as follows: And this power would ſome- 
« times alſo reach to, and wonderfully work in meet- 
« ings, even in little children, to the admiration ayd 
* aſtoniſhment of many.“ 

When honeſt parents have done what they could or 
tan do, on account of their own and their dear child- 

| rens 
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rens ſouls welfare, all may be little enough; but happy 
thoſe poor parents who, being tried with that exceed> 
ing bitter cup and heart-breaking exerciſe; of having 
a prodigal ſon or daughter, can in ſincerity: appeal unto 
the Lord on this wiſe, © Lord! thou knoweſt I have 
done my beſt for my children, both by humble prayer 
c and: frequent interceſſion: with thee for them, as well 
«. as-by example and precept, for their preſervation, - 
But what will become of thoſe unhappy parents, 
who have afforded their children neither good examples 
nor precepts, but diſregarded the greateſt buſineſs of 
their time, that is, of working out their own ſalvation, 
and therefore have neglected, and by. that neglect ren · 
dered themſelves ingapable of bringing up their children 
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord? What, I 
ſay, will become of ſuch. parents, when they ſee the 
miſcarriages and bad courſes of any of. their offspring # 
being conſcious to themſelves of their ſinful neglect 
touching their education, they may be obliged to cons 
feſs, and ſorrowfully reflect on themſelves for this their 
deficiency, as being in ſome ſort nr to the ruin 
of their poor children. 1:4. 30 
I find in the journal of our worthy friend Thoizics: 
Chalkley, that he was ſometimes concerned to exhort 
Friends, to bring their children to meetings, and educate 
them when young in the way. they ſhould go, that 
they might not depart from it when old; which I am. 
perſuaded faithful Friends have all along been (and 
fill are) conſcientiouſly concerned to do, as being to 
them 
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them not a matter of indifferency, but ever "eſteemed 


by them as their incumbent and paternal duty. -Do'not 
we read that, beſides the five thouſand men, women 
and children followed and were fed by Chriſt, even in 
2 wilderneſs or deſert place, when he appeared amongſt | 
them in à body of fleſh? Mat. xiv. 210 Shall any 
therefore now be ſo unwiſe, in theſe calm and quiet 
times, wherein we may ſit together peaceably and un- 
diſturbed in our religious meetings, and wait for the 
ſpiritual appearance of Chriſt can any, 1 ſay, be ſo 
unwiſe, as now to neglect religious meetings ? Should 
we not by all means, in point of gratitude to our gra- 
cious God, in point of juſtice to our own ſouls, our 
children families and friends, flock to our religious 
meetings, both on Firſt-days and other days of the 
week, taking our children along with us, and allowing 
all reaſonable liberty to our ſervants ? But oh! how 
ſhall thoſe anſwer for it at the great day of account, 


who-are, or ſhall be found negligent in an affair of ſo 


great importance! The late and diſorderly coming to 


meetings of ſome of the profeſſors of Truth, who genes 


rally drop in when thoſe who carefully obſerve. the 
hour appointed have ſitten perhaps half an hour, or 
moſt of an hour, does not only interrupt and hurt the 
meeting, but is a bad example to the young people and 
others, tho' the greateſt loſs is their own. This irregular 
practice of coming late to meetings js inconſiſtent with 
our reputation as a religious ſociety, and contrary to 
the practice of Friends in the beginning, of whom We 

| read, 
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read, that not only thoſe of advanced years were good 
examples in this reſpe&, but alſo that ſome of their 
children (who were left at home during their parents 
impriſonment for keeping up this teſtimony) were con- 
terned honourably to attend their religious meetings, 
and were themſelves alſo called in queſtion by the ſecular 
powers for this their Chriſtian teſtimony in thoſe trying 
and proving times. Shall therefore any, either parents 
or children, dare through indolence and lukewarmneſs, 
to be guilty of the ingratitude of neglecting, or not 
duly attending religious meetings in theſe pegceable 
times, wherein there is, through the mercy of kind 
Providence, a great calm to the churches ? 

Here I take freedom to inſert ſome ſenſible expref- 
fions of ſome pious children, a little before their death, 
touching religious meetings; as a convincing argument 
that children have received benefit in attending them. 
and to obviate the objections that ſome parents have 
made, or may make, againſt the concern of ſuch Friends 
as adviſe fathers and mothers profeſling the Truth, 
to bring their children to meetmgs whilſt young. 

1, Mary Poſt, aged about eight years, a little before 
her death, expreſſed her delight in going to n 
Piety Promoted, vol. 2. page 80. 

2. Rebecca Toovey, aged about nine gage | ſaid 
near her death, ſhe loved to go to meetings; yi 
were ſweet to her. Ibid. 226. 

3- William Fennell, aged about twelve years - whit 
he died, calling for his ſiſters and brother (on his fick 

bed), 
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bed) exhorted them to love Truth, and to go to 
meetings, and think upon God and good * 5 
the Lord would love them. Ibid. 7. 

Tt is plain therefore, that young plants have often 
been, and may be, truly ſenſible of the ſingular benefit 
to be reaped in religious meetings, 

 Qthly, It is admirable to obſerve what difkcultics, 

(even through hail, rain and ſnow, up early and down 
late) will ſome. profeſſors wade through, in order to 
attend markets and fairs ; but what ſmall matters wilt 
ſometimes deter them from ſetting out to a religious 
meeting. I had, ſaid one, intended to have been at 
ſuch a meeting, but there came a ſhower of rain when 
I was juſt going off and prevented me. May we not. 
ſay to ſuch a poor cool one. O thou of little faith.” 
Our worthy friend Thomas Chalkley obſerves in his 
journal, page 324. that One John Pickering, the 
« governor of Tortola, made ſeveral new forms to ac+ 
* commodate the people in religious meetings in his own 
© houſe, which he ſent fix miles on mens heads, the 
roads not being paſſable to carriages, carts, &c. 
This I think worth noting," ſays he, that their zeal 
may be had in remembrance, and that ours may be 
* ſtirred up io a more religious concern, who will ſcarce * 
go ſix ſteps e e meeting, nnn 
6 All.“ | | | 

lothly, When we 3 and conſider, as above 
obſerved, the heavy exerciſes and deep ſufferings, 
ſpoilings of goods, * & c. our forefathers 


Were 
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were tried with, and mercifully enabled faithfully and 


nobly to endure and go through with Chriſtian patience, 


for their teſtimonies ſake, in holding their religious 
meetings; and when we alſo humbly conſider, how 
our gracious God has rebuked the ſtorms of perſecution, 
and has cauſed a long calm to his church and people; 
this marvellous work of the Lord ought never to be 
forgotten, but thankfully and in deep humility ever 
to be remembered and duly acknowledged by all the 


' Profeſſors of Truth, in a conduct truly religious, eir- 


eumſpect and agreeable to theſe invaluable favours, 
and in the ſincere, diligent and fervent performance of 
all our ſeveral duties owing unto him the. author and 
giver of all our privileges. 7 . 

"But oh, friends, the faithful in our Iſrael, with 


much ſorrow and regret, take notice of the lamentable 


lukewarmneſs of too many under the profeſſion of the. 
bleſſed Truth in divers places, who have not only too 
much forſaken the attending of week-day meetings, but 
in ſome places have quite dropped them, This many 
faithful brethren think is to the great and certain loſs of 
themſelves, their families and their children, and to the 
diſhonour of our gracious God, to the diſadvantage of 
our Society in general, and the great afflition of the 
living members thereof, and is like to. prove, as many 


good friends fear, an inlet to other undue n * 


hurtful things. | 
While I am writing theſe words, the mournful ex- 


3 of Moſes with backſliding Iſrael of old 


ſprings: 
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ſprings in my mind, wherein he movingly cries out on 
this wiſe, Do ye thus requite the Lord, O fooliſh 
c people and unwiſe? Is not he thy Father that hath 
« bought thee? Hath he not made thee and eſtabliſhed 
« thee? &c, Deut. xxxii. 6. Wherefore, with much 


concern of mind, for the Lord's fake, for the welfare 


of yourſelves, families and children (that have them), 
I cordially and compaſſionately addreſs you, who may 
be guilty of the defection and revolt here mentioned 
and mourned. for: pray conſider in time of this your 
negligence, as the certain effect of your lighting the 
reproofs, teachings and operations of the Spirit of Truth 
ye make profeſſion of; and I beſeech you, take away 


the cauſe that the effects may ceaſe, by timely, dili- 
gently and devoutly retiring to, and obeying this pre- 


cious gift of God in your own hearts ; whereby ye may 
be helped, before your day be over, to repair thoſe 
lamentable breaches, and, as I may fay, rebuild thoſe 
very ſorrowful deſolations. Oh, Friends, is this a time 
to drop. your religious meetings, when the Lord hath 
ſo marvellouſly opened our way, that, through the 
clemency of the mild government we live under, we, 
as a people, are not only tolerated, but protected in 
attending them? He hath wonderfully, as I may ſay, 


divided and opened our way through the oppoſition of 


ſecular powers, penal laws, priſon-houſes, &c. Shall 
any of us now fit down at eaſe in any engagement of 
this uncertain world, ſhort of a truly religious concern 
and perſeverance in the way and work of regeneration, 

| when 
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when, I ſay, our way is thus opened? 1 beg of you 
by the mercies of Chriſt, duly to remember and practice 
according to the command of the Almighty, when he 
had opened the way for his people, ſaying, © Speak to 
* my people that they go forward.” And, my belovet, 
(herein earneſtly ſought after, and in the good will of 


the goſpel treated with) ſuffer me to ſay, as this grievous 


dropping of week - day meetings may juſtly be called a 


backſliding from the purity and integrity of our worthy | 


ancients, from the practice of the faithful in this day, 
and from the repeated advices and direQions of many 
particulars, as well as our Yearly Meeting from time to 
time, who have been engaged to counſel in Divine 
love; let ſuch remember the tender call of the Lord to 
his backſliding Iſrael of old, with the heart affecting 
conditional promiſe annexed thereto, Return ye 
& backfliding children, and I will heal your back- 
« ſlidings.“ Jer. iii. 22. Which gracious and com- 
paſſionate promiſe 1 humbly hope will be vouchſafed 
unto you, in caſe ye ſhall rightly obſerve the gracious 
invitation to return, and ſhall be ſincerely and heartily 
concerned henceforward to let your paſt negligence 
ſaffice, and for the future uſe your utmoſt diligence to 


make your calling and election ſure, and ſhall, as the 


apoſtle exhorted the Epheſians, « walk cireumſpectly, 
* not as fools, but as wiſe, redeeming the time, becauſe 
the days are evil; Eph. v. 15, 16. that when the 


great and notable approaching day ſhall come, wherein 


each of you ſhall be called to an account, Come, give 
10 an 
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an account of thy ſtewardſhip, for thou ſhalt be no 
longer ſteward ;*' each of you may receive this moſt 
deſirable and welcome ſentence, Well done, thou 
« good and faithful ſervant, thou haſt been faithful 
„oer a few things, I will make thee ruler over many 
e things; enter thou into 1 ch of thy Lord.“ Mat. 
KXV. 21. 

But alas! alas! how „ expect whothen deno- 
minated good and faithful ſervants, who in this gracious 
toleration are thus ungratefully neglecting or dropping 
their week · day meetings, and ſo ſlighting the encou- 
raging expreſſions of bleſſed Jeſus, the righteous Judge 
of quick and the dead, while they are yet in health and 
ſtrength, and in a capacity to meet together with the 
two or three? 

Again; may it be obſerved, that when Moſes, chat 
faithful ſervant of the Lord, was near leaving the 
people, being one hundred and twenty years old, he 
wrote the law, and delivered it to the prieſts which 
bore the ark of the Lord, and unto all the elders of 
Iſrael, with this poſitive command and charge, ſaying, 
Gather the people together, men, women and chil- 
„ dren, and thy ſtranger which is within thy gates, 
e that they may hear, and that they may learn and fear 
« the Lord your God, and obſerve to do all the words 
'« of this law: and that their children, which have not 
** known any thing, may hear and learn to fear the 
« Lord gs as long as ye live in the land 
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es whither ye go over N to | mt it,” Deut. 


xxxi. 12, 13, | 

- Pleaſe to mark Aa th firan gers, and even children, 
were not to be overlooked or left at home, but to 
appear among the elders at the time and place ap- 
pointed ; neither were the people of the Lord to drop 
or omit the due performance of this charge ſo long as 


they ſhould live in the land. Shall goſpel duties then 


be dropped in this glorious goſpel diſpenſation ? How 
many good Friends, even upon their dying beds, have 
been frequently concerned to adviſe their ſurvivors, 
diligently and duly to attend religious meetings ! 

May we remember, that the Jews began their pre- 
paration of the ſabbath at three o'clock in the afternoon 
of the aforegoing day, that is, of the Sixth-day of the 
week : ſhould we not therefore now, as the meeting day 
and time approaches, be, after a ſuitable manner, ab- 
ſtracting our minds and thoughts from earthly things, 
and get into a proper concern for meeting in the name 
of Jeſus, with the two or three, in order to know him 
in the midſt of us? But would it not be a very ſorry 
and piteous caſe, if any of us ſhould have our minds ſo 
engroſſed and employed with things of this world, that 


we ſhould go talking and communing on the meeting 


days, about earthly concerns, almoſt to the, meeting- 
houſe door; and likewiſe, ' meeting being broken up, 
reſume the ſame worldly ſubjects of diſcourſe ? If ſuch 
ſhould in the meeting receive any ſhare of the heavenly 
ſeed into their hearts (being too much like the highway 


ground), 
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ground), are they not in danger of having the ſame 
devoured by the fowls of the air? Oh, therefore, how 
great care and circumſpeRion ought we to be found in 
both in going to our meetings, waiting reverently in 
them, and awfully returning from them, and even in 
the whole courſe of our ſhort and uncertain time? If 
therefore an honeſt concern of this kind was come into 
and duly obſerved by the profeſſors of Truth, that is, a 
proper exerciſe, a ſtrict obſervation of the hour ap- 
pointed, and a ſuitable concern and waiting for the 
ſenſible enjoyment of the Divine preſence; all which 
neceſſary ſteps I am well aſſured the. principle we 


profeſs would, if rightly obeyed, lead all its profeſſors 
into; our religious meetings would, in the beſt ſenſe, 
become times and places of pleaſure and profit united; 


and as for the moſt part, or often, our meetings have 
in them ſome children, ſome infirm perſons, who are 
ſcarce able to endure very long meetings, though we 
cannot limit the continuation of our meetings by the 
clock or hour-glaſs, yet by the methods aboveſaid, 
through the Lord's bleſſing thereupon, meetings would 
be ſhort and ſweet, and the performance of this our 
reaſonable duty would be rendered unto the general not 
grievous, but joyous and profitable, even to the ſincere 
weaklings of the flock, according to the aſſertion of 
him who has promiſed his bleſſed company, „My 
« yoke is eaſy, and my burden is light.” And inaſ- 
much as our profeſſion of the guidance and teachings of 
the Holy Spirit in the goſpel diſpenſation, implies an 


I abrogation 
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abrogation of the typical ceremonies commanded and 
practiſed under the Mofaic law, how greatly it behoves 
us, and under how cloſe obligations do we lie, who 
profeſs the bleſſed Truth, ſo to demean ourſelves- at 
All times and in all places (but eſpecially in our religious 
meetings), that nothing inconſiſtent with our high 
profeſſion may appear; no ſcandalous dullneſs or 
fleepineſs, no gaping or yawning, no wandering eyes, 
no unbecoming or reftleſs poſtures, may ever appear in 
the times of our devotion ; for, to be ſure, whether we 
watch ourſelves rightly or not, the eyes of the people 


are upon us; and if, while we profeſs to be come be- 


yond ceremonies, formal prayer, premeditated ſermons, 


formal ſingings, and the like, any of us ſhould be ſo 


unhappy and unwiſe, by an imprudent conduct, luke- 
warmneſs,. and an unconcerned frame of mind in our 
religious meetings, to give occaſion to any that have 
their eyes upon us, ſome it may be for good, and ſome 


otherwiſe, to fay, We (or any of us) are. ſo poor, 


that we have have neither ſhadow nor ſubſtance, we 


ſhall certainly hurt our ſouls, and be bad examples to 


others. 

Finally, my friends, having in much love, charity 
and good-will, not I aſſure you, with a view churliſhly 
to expoſe the failings of any weak brother or ſiſter, 
but rather by way of caution to all where theſe lines 
may come, made the foregoing remarks, I now moſt 
dearly ſalute you our dear and near friends, who have 
dedicated the day of your health and ſtrength to the 
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ſervice of Truth, in diligently attending meetings, and 
faithfully diſcharging your duties therein, but now 
either through want of health, or by reaſon of old 
age, or other circumſtances, are rendered incapable of 
appearing in religious aſſemblies ; be not diſcouraged, 
the Lord is with you, his holy arms are about you, 
« Truſt in the Lord, for in the Lord Jehovah is ever- 
« laſting ſtrength :** he, who accepts of a man according 
to what he hath, and not according to what he hath 
not, will accept of your ſincere and private devotions, 
and you may, I truſt, by faith, lay hold on theſe words 
of Chriſt, as if ſpoken to you, © Fear not, little flock, 
« for it is your Father's good pleaſure to give you the 
« kingdom.“ Luke xii. 32. And alſo, I am ſatisfied 
ye may lay hold on that promiſe, « If a man love me, 
« he will keep my words, and my Father will love him, 
„and we will come unto him, and make our abode with 
„ him.” John xiv. 23. O my dearly beloved, although 
you be deprived of appearing perſonally with your dear 
friends in publick aſſemblies, you have here each of you, 
through the moſt merciful condeſcenſion of the Lord, 
a moſt comfortable, moſt gracious promiſe of the 
permanent company of the Father and the Son, who 
will make their abode with you. 

In the love of the everlaſting goſpel I greet you, 
and bid you all farewel, who am your truly well-wiſhing 
friend, | 


DAVID HALL. 
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P. 8. Some may perhaps have ſaid, or may ſay, «I 
© can have as good a meeting with a good book by my 
« fire-fide, as you can have at your publick afſembly.? 
Anſw. We muſt own the Lord is omnipreſent, and will 
undoubtedly own his peoples? private devotion, though 
they cannot perſonally attend with their friends ; but 
whilſt they are favoured with the bleſſing of health and 
ſtrength, it is according to the apoſtle's exhortation, 


' Heb. x. 25. and divers other Scriptures, their un- 


doubted duty to meet and aſſemble together, to de- 
monſtrate their care for the maintenance of the publick 
worſhip of Almighty God. And it is often obſerved, 
that this pretended fire-ſide devotion is only an excuſe, 
and tends to the deſtruction rather than edification, not 


only of ſuch particulars, but of the ſociety in general. 


I much deſire, that the worthy and wholeſome ad- 
vices, lovingly and ſuitably, from time to time, recom- 


mended to us by our Yearly Meeting on divers, par- 


ticular accounts, and eſpecially theſe that follow, as 
pertinent to the matter in hand, may be read and duly 


obſerved by us all. 


Yearly Meeting's Epiſtle, 1754. 

We farther find ourſelves, dearly beloved breth- 
© ren, earneſtly concerned to remind you of another 
mark of degeneracy too viſible among us, viz. a 
© negligence of attending our appointed meetings for 
* worſhip, both on the Firſt-days and other days of the 


week; a negle& which calls for ſeaſonable reproof, 
* and 
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* and a preſſing exhortation, that a religious concern 
« of attending all your meetings, and eſpecially of your 


© week-day meetings, may grow, increaſe, and become 
* more general; this we recommend as the proper 


means of renewing your ſtrength, and as ſuitable 


© opportunities of abſtracting your thoughts from the 
© hurries and incumbrances of worldly affairs, and of 


_ © habituating your minds to a ſerious meditation on 


© heavenly things : and, dear friends, let not the ſmall- 
neſs of your numbers diſcourage you from conſtantly 
* attending thoſe meetings, inaſmuch as the words of 
* Chriſt remain unchangeably true and ſtedfaſt, Where 
ce two or three are gathered together in my name, there 
« am I in the midſt of them,” Mat. xviii. 20. And 
© as your affections come to be ſet on things that are 
© above, your delight will be in frequent retirement 
from the world, its trade and concerns, and your 
chiefeſt care will be to lay up treaſure in heaven, ſe- 
cure from the reach of corruption and diſappoint- 
ment; and then where your treaſure is, there will 
your hearts be alſo. But on the contrary, it hath 
© been juſtly obſerved, that where remiſſneſs and neg- 
© lect of attending meetings for worſhip hath prevailed, 
* it hath been too often an inlet to farther declenſion, 
© and an introducer ef ſuch other undue liberties, as 
* the Truth and tits guidance do by no means admit of, 
* The real and ſubſtantial enjoyment of peace, in- 

d creaſing in proportion to your progreſs in obedience, 
your aſſemblies for the worſhip-of FOE God will 
become 
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© become your chiefeſt joy; and your own taſte and 
experience of the conſolations therein received, will 
attract you to thoſe places of ſpiritual feeding and 
© refreſhment, with an earneſtneſs of deſire, even ſu- 
© perior to that of a natunal man, when being hungry, 
© he reſorts to the place of receiving his daily bread. 
As you attain this excellent diſpoſition of mind, you 
will rather come before than after the appointed time 
of aſſembling, and render the repetition of the whole- 
« ſome advices, often given on that account, leſs neceſ- 
« fary in time to come,” 8 ts | 
Yearly Meetings Epiſtle, 1755. 

Let us, we earneſtly intreat you, brethren, under 
© the preſent circumſtances of outward eaſe and liberty 
© in matters of religion, which God in his mercy hath 
© influenced the king and parliament to continue to theſe 
© nations, beware of indulging ourſelves, and of ſitting 
« down at reſt, or falling aſleep, in a ſtate of indolence 
© and carnal ſecurity, &c, And, dear friends, be mind- 
ful to attend your religious meetings at the times ap- 
« pointed, and labour diligently to have your minds 
gathered to the gift of divine grace in your own 
© hearts, that ſo you may witneſs a profiting by your 
© coming together. Wherefore, aſſemble yourſelves in 
© fear, and hold your meetings in an awful, humble, 
© and reverent frame of ſpirit, conſidering yourſelves 
« as under the inſpeftion of his all-ſeeing eye, who 
« penetrates into the moſt inmoſt receſſes of men's 
hearts, and from whom nothing can be hid.“ 


To 
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To Friends of Knareſborough Monthly Meeting, held at 
Aſquith, the 29th of the Fifth Month, 1755, with de- 
fires the ſame may be preſented to the next enſuing Quar- 
terly Meeting at York ; which, at the requęſt of the ſaid 
Quarterly Meeting, is here printed with the foregoing 
Treatiſe. | | 


Dear friends, | 


NOTWITHSTANDING I have ſometimes hereto- 


fore taken the freedom to write-unto you in brotherly 


love, it may be, in ſome degree, to the like import 
with the following lines; yet nevertheleſs, often re- 
membering you in my prayers, in a renewed manner 1 
now. find drawings in my mind again hereby to ſalate 
you in the love of the goſpel, even in a dear and near 
manner, with earneſt deſires that ye may every one, in 
your ſeveral ſtations, growths and capacities, whether 
elders or younger, parents or children, maſters or ſer- 
vants, be truly obedient to the diftates and guidance 
of the bleſſed Spirit of Truth ye profeſs, that thereby 
ye may be preſerved from every hurtful thing, and 
may be guided into all truth, both' in your temporal 
concerns and religious duties, and in faithfully bearing 
your ſeveral Chriſtian teſtimonies for God (when called 
thereunto) againſt tithes, and all antichriſtian impo- 

ſitions, 


neſs and charity, I tenderly ſympathize with you that 
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ſitions, cuſtoms and demands whatſoever, and may be 


graciouſly helped to reduce to practice thoſe excellent 


precepts of the apoſtle to the Epheſian church, viz. 
& Children obey your parents in the Lord, for that is 
te right, Honour thy father and mother, (which is 
ce the firſt commandment with promiſe) that it may be 
« well with thee, and thou mayeſt live long on the 
« earth. And, ye fathers, provoke not your children 
« to wrath, but bring them up in the nurture and ad- 
« monition of the Lord. Servants, be obedient to them 
« that are your maſters according to the fleſh, with 
« fear and trembling, in ſingleneſs of your heart, as 
« unto Chriſt ; not with eye-ſervice, as men-pleaſers, 


4 but as the ſervants of Chriſt, doing the will of God 


« from the heart; with good will doing ſervice, as to 
« the Lord, and not to men: knowing that whatſoever 
« good thing any man doeth, the ſame ſhall: he receive 
ce of the Lord, whether he be bond or free. And, ye 


« maſters, do the ſame things unto them, forbearing 


cc threatening, knowing that your maſter alſo is in. 


cc heaven, neither is there reſpe& of perſons with him, 
« Finally, my brethren, be ſtrong in the Lord, and in 
« the power of his might. Put on the whole armour 
ce of God, that ye may be able to ſtand againſt the 
« wiles of the devil.” Epheſ. vi. 1, 2, gl, &c. 

My dearly beloved friends, in much brotherly kind- 


may be under ſuffering or diſcouragement in any re- 
ſpeR, and particularly in this, that divers of the wor- 
thy 
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thy elders and miniſters, in ſome places, are removed 
from you by death, and divers meetings may now be 
ſmall and reduced ; I beg you will not be too much 
diſcouraged on this account; for the all-ſufficient rock 
and root remains, which, as ye duly. obſerve it, will 
ſupply all your wants, and will qualify and teach pa- 
rents and elders to be good examples, and rightly to 
inſtruct their children and young generation, by pre- 
cept and pattern, as nurſing fathers and nurſing mothers, 
and likewiſe would dire& and help children and youths 
to demean themſelves aright towards parents and el- 
ders, ſervants towards maſters, and maſters —_ 
ſervants. 

O dear friends, 1 beſeech you go not out after the 
Lo-heres and Lo-theres, now crying afoud in the 
nation, but diligently attend your religious meetings, 
both on the Firſt-days and week-days, and other meet- 
ings ſor Truth's ſervice, as you may find your way 
opened, while you are favoured with the bleſſings of 
health and ſtrength, and there devoutly wait for the 
ſpiritual appearance of Chriſt, who hath — this 
gracious promiſe, Where two or three are gathered 
« together in my name, there am I in the midſt of 
„ them.“ Mat. xvii. 20. | | 
It is now in my heart lovingly to addreſs and adviſe 
you, concerning two particular things of no ſmall im- 
portance, viz. 

_ 1ſt, Be ſure to watch againſt the leaſt appearance of 
any thing that would gender to diſcord, and, with all 
| care 
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care and circumſpeQion, labour to keep the unity of 
the ſpirit in the bond of peace. Now I beſeech you, 
« (as faith the apoſtle,) brethren, by the name of our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak the ſame thing, 


« and that there be no diviſions among you, but that 


ye be perfectly joined together in the ſame mind, 


« and in the ſame judgment.“ 1 Cor. i. 10. Where- 
fore, whenever any matter of debate may happen to 
be, wherein Friends may be of different ſentiments, it 
is much to be deſired, that all Friends would labour ſo 
to keep to and under the government of the meek Spirit 
of jeſus, as that all animoſities, ill- temper, exaſperating 
expreſſions and reſentments, may be prevented, and 
that mutual love, that certain diſtinguiſhing charac- 
teriſtic of the diſciples of Chriſt, may ever be in all 
caſes maintained and retained among us ; which honeſt 
care and concern, would, I firmly believe, greatly 
tend to the praiſe of him our heavenly head, and to 
the edification of his church and people, through the 
influence of the divine Spirit, ſo that we might there- 
by really and experimentally know the bleſſed efficacy 
of divine love, according to the apoftle's extenſive and 
moving aſſertion, ** God is love, and he that dwell- 
« eth in love, dwelleth in God, and God in bim.“ 
1 John iv. 16. O bleſſed dwelling! O EN and 
ſafe, O comfortable habitation ! 

2dly, That all the young and riſing generation, and 


children of believing parents eſpecially, may carefully 


wait, and truly endeavour to know and dwell under 
| | the 
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the croſs of Chriſt, and to be acquainted with the bleſ- 
ſed Truth, even the glorious appearance of Chriſt in 
their own hearts and ſouls, being the principle of their 
education, ang the refining, abſolutely neceſſary ſaving 
baptiſm he, that thereby they may be made truly 
uſeful members of the one church and body of Chriſt, 

be ſerviceable and honourable inftruments therein while 
here, (as right ſucceſſors of the faithful miniſters and 
elders now gone, and going off the ſtage) and in- 
heritors of the kingdom of heaven hereafter. « Ac- 
« quaint thyſelf therefore with him, and be at peace, 
ce ſo ſhall good come unto thee,” Job xxii. 21, If our 
dear young people would be perſuaded to chooſe the 
bleſſed Truth for their portion, and the God of Jacob 
for the lot of their inheritance, then would the enrich- 
ing bleſſing of God attend them in all their enter - 
prizes; then would the Lord bring up many that are 
low, to fit as among princes, and would provide for 
them, and ſupply their wants, according to the gracious 
promiſe of bleſſed Jeſus, Seek ye firſt the kingdom 
« of God, and his righteouſneſs, and all theſe things 
« ſhall be added unto you.“ Mat. vi. 33. And as the 
royal Pſalmiſt ſaith, „ The Lord God is a ſun and 
6 ſhield, the Lord will give grace and glory, no good 
e thing will be with-held from them that walk up- 
« rightly.” Pf. xxxiv. 11. And thus would they be pre- 
ſerved from the various ſnares and gins that are cun- 
ningly laid by our common adverſary for the feet of the 
youth, eſpecially in this afflicting caſe i marriages, 


wherein 
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wherein ſo many of our careleſs, diſobedient youths 
have ſo often fallen, and alas! yet are falling, to the 
inexpreſſible ſorrow of their honeſt parents, and to the 
great trouble and exerciſe of their truly well-wiſhing 
friends, and the ſociety in general: but alas! the greateſt | 
loſs is their own. And verily, we have many inſtances 
at this time of the miſerable ſituation ſuch poor reſolute 
inconſiderate creatures have brought themſelves into, 
by their imprudent and diſagreeable proceedings and 
contracts on account of that very momentous affair of 
marriage. Let therefore, I beſeech you my dear 
young and unmarried friends, the harms and by- ſteps 
of others, with the diſmal conſequences thereof, be 
your timely cautions. bs 
Faithful Friends in theſe ſorrowful times, can but 
deeply lament to ſee ſo many of our young men and 
women ſo far ſtraying from the principles of their edu- 
cation, and the ſettled and well known rules of our 
ſociety in divers reſpects, but in particular, I ſay, in 
that, (which is now weightily before me and many 
others) even that diſagreeable, dangerous error of 
mixt marriages, whereby confufion and perplexity are 
uſhered into families, meetings, and the ſociety. How 
many that might probably have been of ſingular ſer- 
vice in the ſociety many ways, have forfeited their 
unity with Friends, rendered ' themſelves lame, and 
rather cauſes of affliction, than help to the community; 
have involved themſelves in many inconveniences, by 
aud deviating from the- ſaid wholeſome and ſafe 
| rules 
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rules agreed upon by the ſociety in the wiſdom of 
Truth, in this very afflicting caſe ? Wherefore, in the 
bowels of love, once more I earneſtly intreat you, that 
are not yet enthralled in that diſmal yoke of bondage, 
ſtand upon your guard; watch and pray, that ye enter 


not into temptation of any kind, and eſpecially that ye 


be not allured into theſe ſnares of being unequally 
yoked in theſe kinds of unſuitable marriages, which 
have perhaps ſeemed pleaſant to ſome at the firſt, but 
generally have, and do prove bitter cups afterwards, 
it having long been, and yet is, the ſenſe of ſolid and 
judicious Friends, that the hand of divine Providence 
is againſt ſuch diſagreeable matches. Bread of deceit 
« is ſweet to a man, but afterwards his mouth ſhall be 
« filled with gravel,” ſaith wiſe king Solomon. Prov. 
Fun ay . 
Finally, my dearly beloved, who have at heart the 
proſperity of Zion, as the preſent tate of affairs, with 
regard to the church, and the ſecular powers, ſeems 
loudly in an eſpecial manner to call upon us, as in 
times paſt on a certain occaſion, « Prepare to meet 
« thy God, O Iſrael !”” I humbly and fervently beg, 
that we may dwell ſo inward with the Lord, ſo humble 
ourſelves under his mighty hand, that we, being our- 
ſelves , preſerved in covenant with him, may in true 
brotherly love, and Chriſtian ſympathy, be helped 
rightly to remember and pray for our brethren all the 


world over, and particularly for thoſe our dear friends 


who may now be under ſufferings and probations, oc- 


K caſioned 
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cafioned by the commotions of war, which we in theſe 
do but, as yet, hear the rumours of, that the everlaſting 
arms may be underneath their ſouls, that they may be 
by him directed, protected and ſupported through, and 
under all the trials they may, by divine permiſſion, 
meet with; and, with the exhortation of the apoſtle, 
« Watch ye, ſtand faſt in the faith, quit you like men, 
« be ſtrong. Let all your things be done with charity.“ 
1 Cor. xvi. 13, 14, I bid you farewel, who am * 
Your brother in the unity of the ſpirit, 
and bond of peace, | 


* 


DAVID HALL. 
Skipton, the 24th of the Fifth month, 1755. | 


wah, | n i a | 


P. S. I beſeech you, dear friends, bear this further 
caution and following word of exhortation, that is to- 
fay, carefully beware of, and avoid that vile and anti- 
chriſtian practice of evil-ſurmiſing, backbiting, or 
ſpreading evil reports of any brother or ſiſter behind. 
their backs ; but rather, if any of us ſhould hear ſome- 
thing amiſs concerning any friend, let ſuch who hear 
of it, in a friendly and brotherly manner, go to the 
perſon of whom the report is raifed, lovingly inquire 
into the truth of the caſe, and. friendly admoniſh as 


the caſe may require, purſuant to that cordial and 
Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian direction of the apoſtle, «* Brethren, if a man 
« be overtaken with a fault, ye which are ſpiritual, 


| & reſtore ſuch an one in the ſpirit of meekneſs, con- 


« ſidering thyſelf, left thou alſo be tempted; Gal. 
vi. 1. ever mindful of Chriſt's excellent precept, And 


« as ye would that men ſhould do to you; do ye ſo to- 
« them likewiſe,” | 
D. HALL. 


* 
—— 


FINIS, 


